Subdwasmn, transit bills: new
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FESSLER, tha issus Is reorg-
. nnlntlon of the board of SEMTA,

Lhe Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority.

His SB 363 was passed by the Sea-
ate but never got out of House com~
mittee, It would bave eliminated the
current 15-member SEMTA board
and replaced [t with the “Blg Four”
— the mayor of Detroit, the execu-
tives of Wayne and Oakland counties
and tho chairman of the Macomb
County Board of Commissioners,

“The Blg Four wanted the propos~
2l but did oot establish lines of com-
munlcation to the House,” Fessler
satd after the Leglslature adjourned.

“Coleman bas control of the De-
trolt (legislative) delegation,” Fes-
sler sald, referring to Detrolt Mayor
Coleman Young. “He assumed the
&tbels' bad control of thelr delega-

ons.”

DURING THE last lmll of 1988,
the Big Four dldn't meet at all, ac-
cording to Patrick Nowak, deputy
Oakland County executlve.

‘Two members of the Big Four will

+ change In 1087, Willlam Lucas va-

cated the post of Waynoe County ex-
ecutlve when he ran for governor
and will be replaced by Livonla
Mayor Edward H. McNamara, a for-
mer SEMTA chalrman. Macoemb
commissioners will elect a pew

o 3

Fessler and Nowak both predicted
intercst would plr.k up in mlvlng
the SEMTA anization lssue
“once the dost nms " said Fessler,

The SEMTA homf, acting only a
month bdm the Legislature ad-
Journed, aski
bill, The Souatheast Michigan Council
of Governments supported it In leg-
l:huw\tuthnuny.

FESSLER SAID his objectives in

ed opposed the Fessler

ate Local Government Commilttee
chaired by Sen. Harmon Cropacy, R-
Decatur. .

“A task force worked oo It for
three yun," sald Kostava, dtlnx el-
forts of tha
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Mve no other duty than to think
aboulpnbuc transportation.

“Mass transit” — political
lhuruund for a cubway -~ must be
out. The BEMTA board ghould con-
centrate on providing bus transpor-
tation for the elderly, handicapped
and poor. SEMTA need not pecessar-
ily own the rolling stock but could
contract with private bus and cab
companies for service.

® There must be a solld meathod
of local funding, sald Fessler,
repeating the age-old charge that
metropolitan Detrolt ‘i3 the only
large region in the’ country where
public transportation has no assured
source of local tax money.

EKOSTEVA, A FRESHMAN
lawmaker, was towuship planning
director before golng to hnalng nnd
u:us Md much technical

Koslnvn 's House Bill 5152 wasy
passed by the House in July after a
year of committes work and long de-
bate, but it bogged down in the Sen-
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competitive Mercedes dealer In town, won't

League and ips As-

sociation,

*The bill streamiined. tha process
for a =ubdivisicn,” he said. County
draln, road and bealth officlals muost
approve subdlviding of land, as well
aaJocal officlals,

wwnshlp rwlqw ot access road
standards,

House, where it died.

{OPA

“Sen. Cropssy was
scelng  the coalition which lmd
backed it re-formed,” sald Kosteva/
who already s at work on that
project.

Besldes streamlining tnbdlvislou
procedures, the new bill — to be

umuthebundblvislmm—
wil] clarify requirements for

ic improvements In a wbdlvhlun
and protect consumers buying and
umng unplatted acreage, bo gaid,
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