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County survey spotlights road congestion E
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gﬁqou%dhzm provides any Insight, ‘The sad thing is that
said. there Is little we can do
o eyt ot of % to solve the problem,

C survey shows, Call safd the re-
sults confirm what city offlclals
bave been telling county and state

in faci, traffic
congestion is definitely

offlcials for a Jong time. going to get worse
“THEY (SURVEY results) help us before it gots bettor.’

in upplying for funding, using this as — John Grubba

abasis, sald, managing director
But he echoed what OCRC offl- road commission

cials have also been saying for quite -

some time: There ian't enough mon-
ey to flx all of the road problems
that need Immediate attentlon,

“The sad thing ls that there is lit-
tle we can do to solve the problem,”
OCRC Managlng Dlrector John
Grubba said, "In fact, traffic conges-
tlon I3 deflnltely golng to get worse
before it gets better, New develop-
ment in Qakland County is pouring
more vehleles onto the roads, but not
the money to catch up — let alone
keep up — wlux the road Improve-
ments necessary.”

At current funding levels, the
OCRC will “bo lucky” to provide
enough money to widen elght miles
of roads In the next three years,

“We've tdentifled posslble funding

distributed to countles based on the
mlles of roads within a county rather
than the amount of trafflc using the
roads. Consequently, some of the leas
congested northern counties are re-
celving move money to fix roads
than Wayne and Oakland countles.

Meanwhile, there is a chance that
some of the Farmlngton Hills rozds
listed on the OCRC survey could be
improved with financing through the
county's popular tri-party road im-
provement program, Call said,

for that much through 1888, but even The tri-party program involves df-
that la dependent on actions yet tobe  viding road Improvement costs be-
taken by others, such as Congress, twcen the county Board of Commis-

the state Leglslature amnd Iocal
unlis of government," Grubba said.
‘The outlook for road improvement
funding is disappolnting to local offi-
clals. “That doesn't even take a little
corner of the [eeberg,” Call sald,

BOTH COUNTY and local offi-
clals must look to Con, and the
state Leglsiature for changes in how
road [mprovements are financed.
“Local municlpalities can't generate
enough funds on thelr own or the
county government without the feds
help,” Call sald.

Many county and city officials are
hoping for changes In the way gas
and welght taxes are distributed to
countles. Gas, and welght taxes are

sloners, the road commission and lo-
cal governmental units, Farmington
Hills hes been involved In the pro-
gram for years,

WIDENING OF Orchard Lake
Road, from the Qakland Community
College entrance, south of 1-686 to 11
Mile, wes the latest use of the tri-
party program. Because of the ex-
pense, however, the city combloed
two years’ worth of flnancing under
the program to complete the project,

Now, Farmington Hills officlals
are talking with Novi efflcials about
comblnlng each city's share of trl-
party money to Improve the Hagger-
ty and Nine Mile intersection, Call

said.

And yet another county program
is now available and that Farmilng-
ton Hills jumped at 1o be first in line
for financing. The road commlasion
has recelved approval to sell $4 mll-
lon worth of bonds to complete
overlays, widenlng and shoulder re-
palrs on county roads,

" “We wrote a letter indicatlng our
Interest. We got everything we axked
for except for maybe a quarter of a
mile (of improvements),” Call sald.

Under the program, the road com-

misslon would pay two-thirds of the
cost of Improvemnents while Farm-

ington Hills picks up the remaining
one-third or about $368,000, Target-
ed for overlays and other safety Im-

provements are sections of 10 Mile,
Mlddelbelt and 12 Mile, Call sald,

Of the county’s $4 mitlion avail-
able In the program, about $t mil-
llon is coming to Farmington Hills,
“We will meet with the road com-
misslon to come up with a (construc-
tion) schedule,” uld Call, addlng im-
provemenis are slated for 1987.

Backups expected to continue:

u you have ever gleaned the sky
looking for a helicopter to pluck you
out of bumper-to-bumper rush hour
traffic, take heart. Trafflc conges-
tion is expected to get worse, before
getting better,

That's the latest message from
Oakland County Road Commission
(OCRC) managing dlrector John
Grubba,

“We project that very soon thers
wlll be three cars on the roads for
every two cars currently there,” sald
Grubba 1n a report detailing the re-
sults of the latest OCRC survey
showlng the most congested roads.

The aurvey shows that almost hatf
of the county-owned, two-lane paved
roads arc congested to the point that
lt?pmvemenu are needed now. It is
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East of Farmington Rd.

. There's somiething special

from the siqlf a1 McCabe.
It's calfed *'caring”.

the reffeciion of a siricere desire on onr part
10 help dusing a time of crisis,

thats why

about the kind of assistance families receive

The many years that we've been serving familics

have saught us much

about what Is of lasting valuc,

We've fearned that, of alf husan relationships.
the mst precious Is the act of en¢ person

caring far another.

were here.

Hecause we recogaize
that losing a foved one

can suddenly compel you

o handle many unfamiliar driails

under considerable stress,

= “we qugsest a consulation bt advance of necd,
e can make the way caster
becanse for nearly 100 3 .
e have boen :owurlm,v Samilies

it the 1ondes ant of caring. {

that awakens the fa-
millar groan of motorists tnvauni

Asslstant Clty Manager David Csll considers
12 Mile, between Drake and Farmington

roads, among Farmington Hills’ more con-
gested road segmenta.

>

in Oakland County.

day except for late éveningsand car- @ Haggerty, 12 to 13 Mile, 26,975,
Iy

ost are dal-
ly with waiting in lne for two or
more cycles of a trafflc Ught before
it's their turn to cut across an inter-
section. Tha congestion also shows
itsclf with long walts for left turns,
which leave a long atram of cars
backed up.

WHILE MOTORISTS know the
frustration the conguuon bﬂnxx.
traffic engineers bol
statistics. Conslder umt poor drlvlng

become L

1 mile, 4th place.

® Haggerty, Nine to 10 Mlle,
26988, 1 mle, 5mpm

Lake Road, Eight Mile
toM-102, 28,887, 15t place.

@ Haggerty, Grand River to How- .
ard, 21,984, 1.25 mile, 26th place. K
;

The OCRC murvey :howu thal of
the two-lane roads, 2 are
now at the 10,000 vehlcle llmlt. 139
miles of roads are at the 15,000 lim-
It; and 46 miles have mched the
20,000 or more vehicle Umit. Eight

during rush hours when 10,000 vehi-
cles a day travel a two-lane road.
Conditions worsen and exceed
rush hours s tralfic grows to 15,000
vehicles a day. At 20,000 vrhlr.lu a
day, poor driving conditions ‘grow
even worse, exlsting throughout the

control. Comes In
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Entire winter shoe and boot inventory. 40% to 70% off.

Italian sportswear for men and women, Winter Clearance Sale.
All shirts, trousors and swealers.
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Orchard Lake Rd. South of Maple West Bloomfleld

wmiles of two-lane roads carry mare E
® 12 Mile Road, Halsted to ¥
e oon vehlcles a day, according Drake, 143, 1 mlle St place. ¢
@ Middlebelt Road, Nine to 10 . 3
But the survey also xhnw: that 11 Mile, 20, 645 1mile, 39tk place. ‘,.5_‘

of roads are

® Orchard Lake, M-102, north 6f 3o,
::Jonsulh; top 52 cokguud roads In Grnnd River, .32-mile, 41st place. ..:‘,;

THE, TOP 11 segments carrying

agm than 20,000 vehicles a day,

e counL segment len, and
ranking follows: o o

® Middlebelt, 11 to 12 uua'
20,567, mue.nrdpln
‘® Haggerty, Eight to Nine Mile,

20, m 1 mue, W7th place.

® Haggerty Road, 13 to 14 Mile, -

® Haggerty, 10 Mle to Grand
27,973, 1 mile, 2nd place.

River, 20,137, 2¢-mile, 50th placel
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Mens and Womens Snonswcar Up to 75% off all fall/winter
merchandise.

CHANTEL GIFTS

y 30% off on everything in the slore. only
GE & CO
HAPPY NEW YEAR, Stage & Co.
NAOMI .
Your special occasion dresses now arriving daily.

BEGADIM )

Excellenca in fashion for the young at heart. Storewide Clearance
up to 78% off.

LUFINOS SALON X

8 halr stylisis, 5 manicurists, and 1 makeup arfist, all under one
rool. Plaase call for an appoiniment. 855-6377.
CHOCOLATISSIMO

Quitaa
SACCHI

We're making room lor cruise & spring - - - Handbags. Sells,
Jewelry & Accessorios. Save 30% - 75% off.

MARNI X

80% - 78% off selectad group of fallfwinter merchandise.
COMPUTERS AND CONCEPTS

Selectad /BM & Apple softwaro 80% off. Epson LX-86 $259.
Selected IBM 8 Apple modems 50% off.
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