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statt writor

Arca mldcnu wiil be able to dine
at Demitri’s soon.

will be gulﬂedw the new res-
taurant io downtown n by
a ground sign — dapiw a split city
council vote Jaz. 5 and discusslon of
how the city's sign ordinance should
be interpreted.

Ground and roof signs in the cen-
tral business district are prohibited
by the city's sign o ce, unless a
v;rumce is granted by the city coun-
ol

A vn.duce was granted for Demi-
iri's by a3l voze, wlth Mlyor Wil
llam Hai

buslness district, but giving the
council an option to grant & veri-
ance. “It gives us more control," she
safd. “We should judge each case on
its own merit.

“They are going to need some kind
of sign. I would rather see a (ground)
xlg;! '::han a boarded-up building,” she
added.

Many of Tupper's ground slgn
complainty centered around those

Review

ley Richardson lnd Cmmcﬂmxn Ar
nold Campbcll voting In favor of the

Councilman Ralph Yoder
wns nbunt.

Lone dlssenting councilman Rich- -
ard Tupper volced hls displeasure
with councll varlances over the
years allowlng numerous ground
signs in the clty’s business district.

“Qur ordlnance ls very specific,”
‘Tupper said. “I believe that ground
slgns are basically a main problem
in the community. It Is our duty as a
clty council to ablde by the city ordl-
nance. , ,or change [t.”

TUPPER SAID he {clt the council
was changing the ordinance “under
the gulse of an appeal.”

Pemitri's owner Angells Anastaslo
— dolng business as Farmington
Restaurants Inc. — plans to open his
restaurant ““as soon as ible . .,
within a month and a half,” where
the former Hardees was, at 33200
Grand River, he sald.

‘The bullding has stood vacant at
Jts prime downtown location since
late April when the parent company
for the fast-food Hardees chain de-
cided to close the outlet for econom-
1c reasons.

1t hins been boarded up since the
Hardees closing. Anastaslo now bas
a long-term lease of “10-15 years”
on the building, he sald,

Re-using the face of the ground

Hills officials are
sceking applicants (o serve on two
property tax assessment boards of
review in March.

Two seats on the three-member
board of review arc open, Board
members Joan Lennis and Harlem
Morrls are resigaing. Though the ap-
pointments are for Lhree years, one

with malntenance problems causing
them to look bad. City Manager Rob-
ert Deadman called the malntenance
problem “a dl'Ilcreut issue.”

MIF IT (the slgn) ls not lit up, the
businessman should be made aware
of it,” Campbell added.

He called on the city’s Downtown
Development Autherity and local
merchants groups to be aware and
help with the problem.

About the present ground signs lo-
cated in the central business district,
Deadman added: “Seme were com-
promises to other types of signs al-
lowed under the ordinance that
would have been worse. That's why
the ordlnance glves us the appeal
process.

“Sometlmes . . , it makes better
sense for the communlty.”

Hartsock sald he supported the ac-

Wons of past councils and the reason-
ing beblnd allowlng other varlances.

“I don't vlew the ordinance 23 2n
absolute,” he said. “If we deny thls,
it will be contrary to everything
we've done slnce the ordinance was
enacted.”

The councll granted a variance to
Hardees when the company took
over the now-defunct Burger Chef
chaln several years ago, accordlng
to Deadman. “The slgn 1s a great
deal lower and smaller than the pre-
vious sign used by Burger Chel,"” he
sald.

The sign contractor, Atlas Signs,

ity allows ground sign for Dimitri’s

bad already done work on the Dem.
trl's slgn before discovering he need-
ed a variance from councll, accord.
ing to informatlon presented Mon.
day,

“If we Slurn this down, that's going
to be a cost penalty to you,” Camp-
bell said. “I feet bad for you as'a
buslnessman.”

Deadman sald it s common for
slgn companies to become Involved
in slgn work before checking Farm.
ington's local ordlnances.

panel members are needed

plex that with resldential appeals,”
Babb said.

Increased assessments are the re-
sult of a major two-year reappraisal
— conducted by the Oakland County
Equaltzation Dlvision staff — of all
commercial and industrial property

Increase, many commercial and in-
dusirial owners’ assessments were
more than doubled, some increasing
60-80 percent, Babb sald.
Approximately 1,350 commercial
and industrlal property owners were
notifled of assessment changes In

in Farmington Hills. The

brings up to the 50 per-

of the app would

me remalning two years of Lcnnls"
Dean Babb sald. A

ﬁurd member, Gordon Meyt:l'sv will

continve.

“Preferably, we are look.lng for
people with knowledge of pmpeny
values, or some related fleld -
estate, constructlon, law,” Babb
said, adding such prormlonal back-
ground is not an appointment re-
quirement. -

Applicants must be able to meet
days and evenings for the second,
third and fourth weeks in March. In
additlon, the board meets once in
March prior to the review

cent market value that the state re-
quires property to be assessed at for
taxing purposes.

‘Though 30 percent is the average

Court supports schools in lawsuit

A federal appeals court in Cincln-
nath rejected a lawsuit Dec. 16 filed
by a deaf, mentally handicapped
man who allegl.‘d he was denled an

and
Fanningl.on Public Schools, Oak-
land Schools and the

board dates, as well as once in July
and again In December, Babb said.

Board of review members will re-
view the assessment roll prepared
by assessor Babb and hear property
owners' assessment appeals.

“The Board of review also hears
appeals made on the basis of an indi-
vidual's ability to pay property tax-
es,” Babb sald,

APPLICANTS ARE also being
sought to serve on a new three-mem-
ber commercial/industrial property
tax assessment revlew rd. Board

sign previously ardees
“bdvv.-ry important to us,” Anastaslo

He said he did not believe a bulld-
Ing slgn could be scen by passing
Grand River traffle.

Tichardson -said she .wanted to
keep the ordlnance the same, not al-
lowing ground slgas in the central

would serve for one year.
The assessor's staff Is expecting
an increase in commercial and in-
dustrlal property tax appeals be-
cause of recent notificatlon that
these assessmenis have been in-
creased an average 30 percent.
“Theoretically, the problem you
get with commercial appeals is that
they are normally a little more com-

Pontlac school system were defend-
ants in the sult, originally filed in
federal court in December 1981,

A three-judge panel of the 6th US.
Circult Court of Appeals ruled that
the Constitution guaranlees Dennis
Gallagher, 32, of Pontlac the right to
an “appropriate” education, but not
necessarily one most sultable for his
handlcap.

The appeals court unanimously
upheld a ruling by US. District
Judge George Woods In favor of the
school systems.

The appeals court also rejected
other claims by Gallagher, Including
an allegation he made under terms
of the federal for all

mid-D An review
board has been meeting since late
December for property owners to re-
view thelr assessments with Oakland
County assessors. But as of Jate [ast
week, only 12 percent of the com-

¢lasses, according to court records.
He attended school at the Farmlng-
ton ‘Training Center from Sept. 8,
1878, to Aug. 9, 1977, according to
local school records.

Fred Parker, supervisor at Farm-
ingten Tralning Center, sald he re-
called Gallagher as a student who
regularly attended school. “We just
coufdn't help him the way bls par-
ents wanted him helped,” he said.

The court sult argued Gallagher
was in effect excluded because he
had no communlcation skills and
was unaware of what went on in the
classroom,

Chamber slates 5 workshops

Five busincss-related workshops
will be sponsaredﬂny the Farming-

Handicapped Children Act.

The court ruled that law did not
apply to Gallagher when he was a
student.

Gallagher attended school In the
districts from 1973 to 1879 and was
not excluded from speclal education

ton/F ls Chamber of
Commerce.

The workshops will run 8:15-9:20
a.m. Wednesdays and include a con-
tinental breakfast:

® Jan. 21 — Market Planning
Strategy for Small Business, with
Mary DiPaolo of Marketrends.

merelal and industrial property
uvmcrs met with assessors, Babb
sald,

THE ASSESSORS’ board of re-
view was established to give proper-
ty owners a chance to review and un-
derstand why assessments were
changed. Property owners will stlil
have an-opportunity to appeal as-
sessments at the annually scheduled
board of review In March,

Residents Interested in serving on

Because he attended Farmington
schools for such a short time, the dis-
trict had little Information about the
suit,

“We Just got swept up in the situa-
tion,” sald Farmlington Superintend-
ent Greham Lewis, who hu«‘i’cd the

cither the regularly scheduled board
of review or the speclal commer-
cial/Industrial board of review In
March are asked to apply In writing
to Clty Manager William Costick,
31555 11 Mile, Farmington Hllh
Mich. 48018, by Monday, Jan, 26.

Members of both boards of review
will receive $15 an hour compensa-
tion. Applicants must be resident
property onwers of the clty and havé
at least a high schoal diploma or lk;
equivalent.

who see thelr chlld, whose abillties
are limited, unable to read after 25
years of schoollng.”

Districts In Michigan are mandat-
ed to teach speclal education stu-
dents until the age of 25, Lewls said.

Gallaghera attorney, Jon Garrett,

district’s special
ment at the time the suit was flled.

He said Gallagher received most
of his schooling mrough the Pontlac
system.

Such lawsults are sometimes
prompted by parents, Lewis added.
“Often, (the problem) s the goals
and objectives of the parents . . .

® Feb. 25 — Advertising, with Al
Hnbemroh of Simons Advertising.

sald he deci.
slon he had not decided whether 10
appeal, He did not return phone call§
from the Observer to comment (ur-
ther about the suit.

Associated Press contributed xo
this report.

Workshops will be held in thé
Farmington Cnmmunlly Center,
oad, F:

® March 25 — Sales

and Training, with Doug Kaminski of
Andersop Paint,

® Aptil 22 — Using Professional
Services, with Donald Spencer of
M.nmxemen( Alternatives.

® May 20 ~ Public Relations,
with Dan Criscenti of Bunnell & Co.

24705 F
ton Hllls. The cost s 810 per worke
shop to attend one or two, $7 ped
workshop lo attend three or four,
:lnd $5 per workshop to attend afl
ve, .o~
To register, call the chamber nu!
lce: 474-3440,

on the agenda

Agenda detalls for govermment
meetlngs scheduled for thls week
follow. All mectings are open to the
public,

Farmington Hills
City Counchl
Cougell Chambers
31555 11 Mile
7:30 p.m, Monday, Jan. 12

Under unfinished business, ¢he
council wiil consider enactlng ordi-
nances Lo relocate the historic
Harger House, They will also dlscuss
rezonlng property north of Eight
Mille and West of Gill from RA-3 to
RC-2,

The status of sanitary sewer for
Kirby Avenue and a repart from the
Oakland County Health Department
will also be preseated under old busi-

ness. .
Under new business, the council
will consider:
® A compliance response to the
Michigan Department of Social Ser-
vices for proposed Adult Foster Care
Family Home at 22624 Colgate,
® A request from the Michigan
ulcentennlal Oakland County
Advisary Council to particlpate in a
celebration of the Statehood Michi-
gan on Jan. 26,
® Notification of the Michigan
Municipal League Reglon 1V meet-

TOTAL FOOT CARE
IN-OFFICE LASER SURGERY
roplaces to help ghre mt

1)

Laser Bght conventionsl foot surgery uch nesded ralief of..
panom GROWTHE wante
prsy frrseror
Yioorwe Sazraten wona
Towed oty Vit it ot
Andw Pan
FREE EXAM =z
) ¢

Mosi Major Medical Fiene Accepted
DAVID A. FRIEDMAN D.P.M.

lng on Jan, 22.

® Extenslon of llnal pmllmlnary

Lewls Scholman

of Mnrgarel Downs lrorn the clty’s
Board of Canvassars.

plat for ap-
proval of final preliminary p]al for
Farmington Glens subdivislons &2

. g marriage
fees to $35.

[ Upftnwlg and republishing the
city cods

. Eennlhorhlng the Federal
Clean Water Act.

and #3 amd of open space
c{ampletlon for Hunt C‘lub subdlvi-
slon,

@ Transfer of two p:m:el! to the
Caddell Dralnage Dlstrict, and

® Approval of holding a jolnt clty

ter
32500 Shiawassee, Farmington
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan, 13

Trustees are expected to adopt
goals and objectives for the district
‘Tuesday night. Also on the agenda is
the appolntment of a middle school
principal, purchase of sound equip-

nllng’l}:xilpmm of dlese] and 5“' councll and parks and recreation :n;d"l for Fnrmlngton gh School
tl:

vnrlm:ls‘ clty'dcpa&lmemsécog\;a:c: Jan. 28. meeting on o {:?,: an;i:s;la:b Ha‘:ﬂson and North
upgrading for the 47 ct  Planning Commission Chalrman rmington high schools,

Court, fuel pumps for the Depart- ppjiip Arnold Is also slated to ad- ‘m.‘:lnnlrh dhcl\lmed is a report
ment of Public Works and englne di-  grosg'the council tonight. e board policy committee re-
agnostic gas analyzer for the DPW garding changes in two sections of
garage, the district policy manual,

Farmington Board of Education

WINTER SALE

Now In Progress
SAVINGS OF

20% -

40%

[ opENsUNDAYS

1.5 THRU 3-15-87 |

16975 Farmington Road el 20208 Wiiddiebent Foad Gost S. of 6 Mile) Livonia
caLt 525-4400 Topav e SN 4746900 ‘e versmerisiie

Classic Interzors

Arthritis Today

Open your eyes and see just how many
subjects are covered 1 lhe new edhion
ol the Cansuiner Informaton Catalog
It's frec st for Ihe asking and so are
neatty hail ol (he 200 federat pubhca-
tions desenbed insile Booklels on sub-
fects ke inancial and carcer planning:
j caung right exeroising and staying
heatthy. housing and chitd care. tedetal
beneht programs Just about everything
you would need 1o know Wite today
We i send you the lalest ediion ol the
Consumer informahon Catalog whichis
updated and published quarterly NIbe
agreat hielp youll see Just wite

(onwmel Information Center
Department TD
Pluh!a, (olomdo 81009

h J. Weiss, M.D. Rheumatology
8829 vammglon Road
. Livonia, Michigan 48152
. ' _Phone: 478-7860
RECENT THINKING ON TREATMENT FOR
RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS
Why are drugs, formedy given to treat cancer,
being used In the therapy of rheumatoid arthritla?
Rhoumalold arthrlils occurs as a rosutt of a fallure in immuno survalllance.
The Immuna control systom for the body can be likenod to a comprahonsive
nrunn plnn vof a home. The home system may have soveral parts: ono o
n: burglers from entering: another to wam occupants if fire breaks out;
yet another to signal when noxlous gnses ariso. Each part has Its
of the plan Irculta In common,
The human immuna survelllance system aiso works 10 stop unwaniod
outsiders; Infactious agents, Inflammatory arthritls, and
gm Immune system ia speciallzed 10 prolect
ut

now ¢

perlonoa hes shown that
Ight cancer., The hopa is that
10 help enothor part of tha Immuno syatem

fight rheumatold arthrl
To date lhlu gxpoc!u\ion has not boen fullilied. But rosults of using
anti-canoer drugs to fight arthritls are sufficlonlly encouraging to continue
\ 1h[l EE& n (hn {reaiment of moumnlold arthritls.

.

F Hilts

armington
Planning Commission
Council Chambers
Farmington Hills City Hall
7:30 p.m,, Tharsday, Jan. 15

‘The planntng commisslon will m-

vlew the following:
® Zoning text admendment fo:

buffer yard landscape requirements;

® Request for an elght-lot subdie
vislon for Copperwood North, part of
Copper Creck PRD. Proponcnt,
‘Thomas G. Blust, of Giffels-Webster
Englneers Inc. Owner, Copperwoed
Creek Limited Partnership.

® Request: Revised 42-Jot subdi-
vislen, Country Ridge. South side of
14 Mile, cast of Haggerty Road. Pro-
ponent, Alfred J, Macksey Jr,
Owner, A.J. Macksey Company.

® Request: Revised conceptual
plan for proposed PRD, South slde of
Nine Mile, west of Gill Road. Propo-
nent, Leonard G. Slegal of Sliegal/
Tuomaala Assoc, Owner, Italo-
Amerlcan Bullders, cluster develop-
ment and Fenton lnvcsunenu multi-
ple development.

Lokt Zeue

MID-WINTER CLEAN UP!

e v

150t Bucket « von
e u.h"‘.m
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