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Kaora Karhu, a big factor In North's fitth s'lralnhl win Monday,
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By Jim Toth
staff writer

‘Troy Athens gymnasts will have a
lot on their minds the ncxt two days.

Not only will they have to deal
with the responsibllitica that go
along with hostiog a tournament, but
they will be targeted by the competl-
ticn as the team to beat at the Inau-
gural Athens Invitational.

Ranked No. 1 in the state in a re-
cent poll, the Red Hawks will debut
a3 hosts Saturday for a tournament
that, for more than a decade, had
been known as the Dearborn High Ino-
vitational. Last year, Dearborn High,
clting rislng costs, decided not to
host the tournament,

“After last ycar's tournament,
Dearborn High made it known they
would po longer be holding it and
asked Troy High if they wanted to be
the hosts,” sald Athens coach Frank
DiVito. “They (Troy) decided to
como to Athens and see if we wanted
it because they felt our facilities
were better sulted than thelrs.”

IN ADDITION to the top-ranked
Red Hawks, the flcld includes North
Farmington, Freeland, Ann T
Ploneer and Holland —- the second-
through flfth-rated teams, respec-
tively, The rest of the ficld {s made

Palnte North, Adrian, Dearborn,
Edsel Ford, Fraser and Royal Oak
Kimball

“We wanted to Invite the- best
teams in the state, and I think we've
done just that,"” DiVito sald. “There

is a lot of competition in this fleld *

and that means anybody can win, It

wlll depend on which girls hit their
routines.”

The favorites to do that have to be
the Red Hawks after setting a school

record with 13550 points in thelr
meoct 8, Lahser. ‘

“There Is an advantage and disad-
vantage to being ranked No. 1 this
carly in the season,” DiVito sald.
“The advantage is that it will give
the girls a lot of confldence. The dis-
advantage may bo that they won't
work a3 hard In practice. But I doo’t
mind belng No. 1
hope we dop't peak loo ear!

ly, and
don't have anything left pt the end of -

right uow.ll Just’

with Troy

ders eye
tie repeat

gymnastics

the season.”

ATHENS' HOPES for a tourney
title will rest with the performances
of freshman Mellssa Miller and
sophomore Natalle Lelch. The Red
Hawk duo enjoyed solid outings in
the win over Lahser and should fig-
ure prominently. in the flnal stand-
ings of each event.

Lelch is currently rated No. 1 in
the stato in the vauit after scoring a
9.25. Other top scores by Lelch in-
clude a 7.95 ou bars, 8.55 on beam
and 9.15 on floor,

Miller’s top scores have been 8.1
on vault, 8.9 on beam, 8.45 on bars
and 8.35 on floor. Miller is ranked
No. 11n all-around and Lelch No. 5.

The rest of the Red Hawk con-
tingent Includes freshmen Jennifer
Brown and Val Taila, sophomorca
Tiffany Kinala and Michelle Rlera,
juntor Janice Grelf and senlor Tara
Christopher.

Nerth Farmington, winner of last
year’s Dearborn Invitationa), s ex-
pected to provided a stiff challenge
for the top spot. First-year coach
Jetf Dwyer has a solid corps of re-
turning gymnoasts io Lucine Toroyan,
Kara Karhu and Nicole Yuskowalz
and freshman Kim Heller,

FOR TROY, Jodle Gleeson, a
state qualiffer lnst year on bars,
Deanna Grisks, Amy Chapman,
Karen Janus, Wendy Zwemer and
Kris Cole have been the top perform-
ers 80 far this season. Colo, hes
scored an 8.05 on floor, Gleeson a
7.95 on vault, Griska a 7.85 on bars,
Janus a 7.5% on beam, Zwemer a 745
on

clude Dawn Thoroas, Jane Zicgers
and Sue Reser from Rochester and
Mary Jo Charron from Canton,

“It's & good experience for the
kids and a good opportunity for them
to see the other top in the
state,” DiVilo said. “We're all look~
ing forward to it and looking to do
our best.”

Save a life.

Chiefs hot: Hawk' win is costly

Plymouth Canton’s ' gymnastics
team established itself ds one of the
leadlng contenders for the Western
Lakes Western Divislon title with an
explosive performance Monday.,

The Chiefs beat Northville 126.9

. 108.85,

“This was a lot bettér than I ex-
pected,” Canton coach John Cunn-
ingham eaid. “T think we sct a school
record for four-event polnts and this
is vnly our second meet.'And we bad
a lot of falls. I think we will stay
right around 125, We cquld push up
around 130 with a few léss falls.”

Maureen McLean and Brenda Per-
ry led the way for the Chlefs.
McLean won two events: the vault
(8.6) and uncven parallel bars (7.7).
f;:;ﬁ)plnccd third on floor exerclse

Amy Pastorl was the Rocks top
all-arounder, She was third overall
with 8 80,6, She took a third on floor
with an .25,

Becky Talbot won beam for Salem
with an 8,15 and took a second on
floor with an .45,

Jackie Hulf placed third on bars
with an n.os/nnd fifth on vault with

8.2,

Dana Holda placed third on vaolt
(8.5) and Jenny Syria placed third on
beam (7.45). :

The Rocks (0-2) will host Walled
Lake Central Moaday.

FARMINGTON HARRISON beat
non-league ‘foe Southfleld-Lathrup
Monday 116.6-107.35, but the win
was costly,
m'l‘rn'clcy Solo‘mon. one of the team's

Perry, who won all; honors
with a 31.8, placed sccond on vault
{8.35), second on bars (7.85) and see-
ond on fleor (8.15). |

Apryl Mosakowskd won floor with
an 8.25. N

Mary Jo Charron and Darey Glg-
nac tied for second on balance beam
with a 7.95, Gignac also took a third
on vault (8.2). :

Megan McGow contributed a third
place on bars (7.55) and Sharon
Moyan placed fourth on 7.9,

beam (7.9).
e Chiefs (I-1) wlll travel to
Walled Lake Western on Monday.
PLYMOUTH SALEM lost its sec-
ond stralght meet of the scason Mon-
gﬂy, a 127.75-124.7 decislon at Dear-
m.
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her ankle durlng her floor routine,
Coachk Lindn Perkins estimated that
Solomon would be out a minimum of
four weeks,

Prior to the Injury, Solomon bad
placed second on vault (8.45) and
second on bars (7.55).

Sharon Lawson was the top scorer
for the Hawks. She won on vault
(8.75), bara (8.75) and floor (8.8). She
was second on beam (7.6).

Jenny Rick took a third on vault
(8.2) and Amy Solomon placed third
on beam (7.3}

The Hawks (2-2) will travel to
Clarencevlile Monday.
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topplng 131 last week, scored 122
polnts agalnst Walled Lake Western
Monday. But the 122 easily topped
Western's 92.9,

The lowered score could be attrib-
uted in part to the absence of talent- -
«ed freshman Kim Heller,

Lucine Toroyan and Kara Karhu
g::‘ed the winners. Toroyan won oo

(8.25), beam (8.7) aad floor (8.9).
Toroyan was second on vault, (8.3).
Karhu won vault (8.65), and placed
::ceo)ud on both bars (7.6) and ficor

Mercy ski team nipped:

No sensa just easing into the
schedule, Might as well just compete
agalnst the best right off the bat.

‘That was the fata of the Farming-
ton Hills M ski team Monday as
1t opened Its scrson agalnst powerful
Brighton, The Marlins put up quite a
battle before bowlng out 20-16 at
Mount Brighton.

Brighton took the top two places
overall, but Mercy placed flve sklera

. P
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Nickl Yuskowats placed third od;

beam with 8 7.25 for North (8-0).  *§
FARMINGTON was defeatod by
Hartland Monday 123.95-100.85.
Jackie Daly won the vanlting with
an 875 for Fi gton. Teammal
Amy Frontier was second (8.1).
Frontler also placed zecond q'q'
beam witha 7.75. ;'J
The Falcons are 1-2 on the sexson
and travel to Westland John Glenp,
on Monday.

!

5

in the top 10, Lexy Davis (46.14 com-,
blned total) and Leigh Clancy (46.79);.
Ehced third and fourth. Kelly Gar-,
L (47.20) and Stephanie John {48.31)
laced sixth and seventh. Corky..
Frizzel (52.07) was ninth. N
Dee Sentore (52.11) was 11th and,
Beth Meclntosh (60.66) was 12th for,

C] g
11::3 Marlins will sk! Southfleld-
Lathrup today at Mount Brighton. .,
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