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Chris

McCosky

00 BAD there weren't any
members of the Livonla
Churehlll” boys soccer
tcam at the Livonla

{ Family ¥ Sunday night. They

would bave been able to sce poor

sporismanship at its ugllest — far
gm than ever exhibited by the
As I'm writing this, Sunday njght
is checking out and Monday morn-
ing is echecklng In. I can’t slecp.

Some five hours carlier I mado-a

completo hind end of mysel! in a

recreational league basketball

game.
1s there anything more meaning-

a recreational lmg\m basketball

game?

That reality dldn’t stop me from
loullng out and, in a fit of stupidity,
verbally and phystcally attacking
the referce.

After Churchill lost to Livonia
Stevenson In the district finals of
the state soccer tournamert last
Ial], I wrote that the beaten team
wore its frustration like a jersey.

If that was true, and I belleve it
was, then tonight I wore my frus-
tration like a ncon algn.

LIKE, THE Churchlll players, I
can come up with alibls for my be-
havior.

My rage was triggered by a pat-

{lcial. I was sure this guy had it in
for me. He wanted to flex all the
power vested in him by those hand-
some rebra stripes; he wanted to
show me who was boss. And he did.

Did I react like 2 rational, sup-
posedly educated person who con-
demos high school kids for miscon-
duct In interscholastic athletics?
Did I consider that this poor guy,
{for about $10 a game, was not hav-
Ing much fun chasing a bunch of
aging, foul-mouthed, past-their-
prime-time players up and down a
basketball fivor?

Hell no.

When the fi{th and fatal bad foul
call was made, I defled rationality.
T exploded. I charged him, cursed
hlm,nhovcdhimAmlclnnnct

1t wasn't pretty, I'm glad my son
wasn't there to see it. And P'm glad
John Neff or any of hls Chargers

less in the total scheme of life than

ently, pathetically Incompetent of-

Nc one’s perfect
| ought to know

wercn't there. If they were, they
could hove written' one heckuva
lefter to the edltor,

T GUESS the polnt of thls is that
we all do things we are red-faced
about. Ain't none of us candldates
for sainthood.

When I wroto the article about
Churchiil's Ul-mannered behavior,
I wrote from a very empathetic
point of view. You think I didn't
know how those guys-felt? You
think I didn't feel the frustration
right there on the aidelines? .

You bet I did. And sorry to say, I
probably would haye reacted to it
Just like some of the Churchill
pl.lymd.ld

use of my, e.mpnthy.
l:'b}: to oonvey itso (too?) polmuu:t-

Il\lruwl.lhlhadbeennblaw
restrain myzelf on that basketball
court tonight. I'm sure some of the
Churchil] players felt the same af-
ter thelr loss to Stevenson.

SOME, THOUGH, probably still
think they acted properly, that my
artlcle was just some pro-Steven-
son horse manure. 1 understand
that. I would have felt the same
‘way. B
1 was a hot-head In high school. I
lost my temper and em
myself and my teammates more
times than I lke to remember.
Coaches and parents and [riends
wotld say, “Chris, If you would fust
keep a 1id on that temper of yours
you 'd be l much better player.”

Ha. laugh at thkem. They

dldn't knnw me. I was just a super-
charged competitor, I wanted to
win more than those other cool-
headed guys. What I lacked in abill-
ty, I thought, T made up for In In-

tensity,

Lies, lies, allbls. Look where that
stubborn attitude got me. I'm
behaving the same way — worse
actuplly — than I did back in high
school.

The best that can be sald for me
is that I'm no hypocrite. 1 know a
jackass when I act like one; er, I
mean, I know a jackass whm Lsece
one,

Buuhulhn'lmnklnxllunyeul
er for me to fall asleep tonight.
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Records tumble in QU win -

Ove for the books — that’s the best
way o describe Oakiznd Unlveral-
ty's men's basketball victory over
Unlveralty of Michigan-Dearborn
Monday,

- The vislting Wolves never really
had a by 18 at lhu
half (50-37) and never gatting within
10 in the second as the Pionecrs sct
two achool records tar fleld goal per-
centage in a 998-76 rout.

UM-D, which has decided to drop
Its mens basketball. program after
this, will be missed on QU's

season,
.schedule, The Ploneers have used the

last two meetings to put new records
In the books. Last season, it was
Chris Howxe's 52-point scoting spree
agalnst the Wolves that broke the

° team record.

ON MONDAY, the Pioneers hit
31-01-30 second-half shots to estab-
Hsh a new school mark of 70 percent,
Also, thelr 44-0f-65 shooting for the
game (67.7 percent) sct another
record.

OU broke away to record its 12th
wln {ngainst three losses) early. UM-

D closed to within 15-14 wll.h 14:11
left in the o but the
Pioneers rattled oﬂ the next eight
polnts. Slx were by junler guard
Scott Blitinger, who led the team

with a career-bigh 30 points on 14-
0f-18 shooting. He also collected
elght asslsis,

OU led by as much as 31 In'the
second half (86-55 with €:31 left),

Pete Schibl bit 10-0f-14 from the

ou sports

floor, netting 21 polnts and six re-
bounds. Johnny Johnson flnished
with 14 points and seven assists and
Skip Townsend came off the bench to
get 11 polnts, five rebounds and two
blocked shots In 11 minutes. Mike
McCan led the Ploneer rebounders,
who ontboarded the Wolves lfrln
with nine,

Tim Vano Rhelm's 28 points was
best for UM-D, Mike Belczak added
23 and nlne rebounds,

WHILE MONDAY'S win was nice
for statistical purposes, last Satur-
day’s was both more [mpressive and
more lmportant. QU traveled to Sa-
glnaw Valley State and came away
with a 59-56 triumph.

The win weot to the Ploneers de-
spite a lackluster offensive perform-
ance. They hit just 38.3 percent (23-
0[-60) of their floor shots, but defen-
sively were ablc to Umit SVSC to 48
shots, The Cardinals made 22 (47.8
percent). OU made Just seven turn-
overs while foreing 14, and outre-
bounded SVSC 36-34.

bert Gogglns, whose 26 polnts
and nine rebounds led SVSC, gave his
team a 53-52 lead with S:08 left to
play on a steal and dunk. It was only
the time the Cardinals led in
the game, and the first time in the

second half. OU, which was never
able to bulld a cushion. bigger than

* seven, regained the lead on two free

throws by McCaa. .

SVSC’s Phillip Miller made one'of
two foul shots to tie it at 54, but John
Henderson gave QU the lead for
good with 2 12-foot bank shot with
2:01 left. Blttinger followed with two
free throws and Rob Alvin made one
to increase the Pioneer advantage to
five with 1:10 left. A Miller jumper
narrowed Lhe final marx.ln. but
wasn't enough for §'

Bittinger had 17 poln:s Henderson
11 and Johnson nine for OU., Hender-
501 also pabbed nlne rebounds. Gog-
glns was SVSC's only double-flgures
scorer. Miller scored nlne.

The win Improved OUs Great

Lakes Intercolleginto Athlotic Con-
ference (GLIAC) record to 3-0, the
first time cver the Ploneers have
won their first three conference
games. In addition, all three wins
have come on the road.

OU ls currently tled for first in the

* NCAA Dlvision I North Cenv.rnl re-

‘was 10, and it

samo success a3 their malo counter-
parts, The Lady Ploneers were ui-.
able to conquer the defending GLIAC
champlons Snlurday. losing 62-52 at

The Lady Card!n&!s,
dominated me GLIAC for tha put
three seasons, cuntinued that streak
lgl!n:t OU by bullding a 30-24 half.

tlme 'edge. The closest the Lady
Plonecss forged in the second half
was six (36-50) on a Margaret Boylo
basket with 14:21 left,

By. the 11:58 mrk. 8VSC's lead
remained In doubls di-
gits untl] the game's end. Freahman
center Debbie Delie's 11 points and
11 rebounds Ted OU, Kim Kleln add-
ed 10 points. Boyle, the GLIAC lead-
er In axvists (8.3 per game), was llm-
Ited to seven polnts, four axsists and
three steals, o

Sue Mayes-Scott and Sandy Ther-
fault each poured In 15 points for
SVSC. Tvena Sanders netted 10
points and grabbed 20 rebounds,
‘Therfault had 12 boards, as the Lady

+ Cardlnals had a commanding 53-36

rebounding edge.

‘The loss dmppt.-d OU to 11-2 over-
lllnndblln!heGLlAQSVSCl!
undefeated = 12-0 overall and 3-0 1n
the conferen:

OU's wose% play lt Wright Sma

gional rankings with
{S.D.). The top four teams io each of
the elght reglons Is awarded an
NCAA tournament berth.

OU'S WOMEN did not enfoy the

team in the Great l.lkes reglon, one
spot ahead of OU. On Saturday, OU's

women and men host Northwood In-
stltute in the GLIAC home opener

“for both Ploneer tedmy.

—

(s

Hey, big saver!

The Big E's gonna treat you right

Atthe Big E, we think you deserve
the best. Which is why you deserve
President’s Plus — a free package of
over 40 special discounts, preferred
services and benefits designed
especially for our big savers,

If you're a big saver with $10,000 or
more in any combination of| accoums

financial counseling.

- Right now you can take advantage
of this tenific rate on a 13-month
Big ECD:

6.50% 6.30%

at the Big E, your Py
card entitles you to pluses hke a !xl:c
checking account, d check

and st e
hnum»mwwmm“

cashing, loan discounts, free travelers

aalable for Emited time only. Rm-n\ifpmtm

checks, VISA? card benems, special
avpotlintmgll sahvdlm' a l\guac sub- Besid
on to our Money Managers’ csides earning a great rate,

ﬂ Magazine and more. President’s  you can enjoy all the other pluses
Plus also gives you big discounts on ot’ Presldcnts Plus with $10,000
fine dining, cultural and sports or more on deposit at the Blg E.
events, shopping. travel and rec- Isn't it about time you got this
reatio kind of treatment from your bank?

And as your ban!ungmlann nship -~ T find out more about President’s
with us grows, you'll Plus, visit your near-
enjoy even more pluses est Big E office or call
like a special cash bonus SMARTLINE®at -
travel program, pre- 1-800-THE BIGE
approved overdraft (1-800-843-2443), seve
protection and free per- days a week from 9a.m.
sonalized retirement to9p.m.

You deserve President’s Plus

Talk to the oxperis
Empire of America
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