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Buenos Aires: splendld S American surpr @@

By Richard and Mary Magruder
spocla) writers

The face of Buenos Alres s aston-
ﬁlﬁap It :pmuu bundreds more
city In Sauth America except Sao
Paulo, Brazil, yet it bas no clustered
skyscraping city ceater in the ace
cepted sense. :

P

Its tall office structures, hotels,
condos and other high-rises are scat-
lcmd for miles and miles in almost

vty directlon except riverward, and
it glves the lmprusion {rom a high
window downtown of stretching al-
most into Inflnity, about as far as
you can see,

‘These lusty, dlligent, often-per-
plexing Portenos drink twice as
much wine, per caplta, as even the
most vintago Parislan (and the Ar-
gentine wines are wonderful), an
are gaid to consume three times as
much beef per year, per capita, as
the devout steak-caters of Dallas or
Du Mulnm or Denver,

At the other end of tho state
Plaza Mayo [s the white, colo-
nizl Cabildo where the coun-
try's independence was se-
cured.

Cheap

By Richard and Mary Magrudor
special writors

‘Taxls, especlally since the recent
currency conversion, are cheap,
with meters reflecting codes, which
are then translated inlo distances,
times and fares,

We hired a crulsing yellow cab
right off the strect for four hours,
photo atop and start, riding all over
the central clty, and ended owing a
bill of $9.12 US,; with a two-buck
tip, we felt llke the last of the big
spenders!

The Buenos Alres “Subte,” or sub-
way system, is cxcellent, clean, with
fast, well-maintained tralns, grids
the city-center and spokes out [n four
Iines to distant suburbs. It's 80 inex-
pensive, it's almost sinful

Rental cars are readily available,
at rates’ slightly higher than atate-
slde equivalent (and few large cars
for hire), but watch out for unreport-
«cd dents and nicks, which they might
try to charge to your account, on re-
turn,

WHERE TO STAY

! Our favorite is (and has been for a
qunrter of a century) the Plaza Ho-
tel, at the corner of San Martin
Square, at the entrance to the high-
fashin Florida shopping strect. It's
8o old-fashioned it's downright stuf-

:yl!nt attendance and service are

unsurpassed in the city, food is good
to uuperb ln u:a Plaza’s flve restau-
rpaats, roo! rvice is reasonable
and fast, nmi lhe off-Jobby fur, leath-
or and jewelry shops are ranked as
nmonz the best in the clty.

+ Two blocks down Florida s the
Sheraton Hotel, biggest in the city,
best of the newer places, with sump-
tuous lobbles and public rooms, ex-
cellent restaurants and cocktall
lounges (including a rooftop rendez-
vous that {s as good as such places

Thelr subway nysmn Is one of the
best In the world ... and the
cleanut, yet thelr streets and boule-

are clogged every rush hour
wlth some of the most Impenetrable
traffic jams on earth.

THE STATELY Avenldn 9 de Ju-
lio Is the broadest boulevard in the
world (two full city blocks across)
yet, due to an accldent of city plan-
nlndﬁ. 1s just 16 blocks long, end to
en

The Rlo de In Plata i3 not really a
river at all, but an enormous arm of
the Atlantic that is so wide here that
only on the clearest of daya may one
catch a glimpse of the other (Uru-
gunyan) side.

Only In the last couple of years
have the Argentines heen able (for
the first time since Juan Peron ross

to. power) to throw off the bonds of

military rule and, entirely through
democratic processes, begin to set
for themselves a courss determined
by thelr own will,

ONE UNATTRACTIVE legacy of
the natlon's newly won democracy
politleal and fltth lt de-

- faces many of the city's most gloti-

ous monuments, and almost every
other available surface throughout
the city-center.

Otherwise, the greater part of the
city of Buenos Alres remains as dig-
nifled and elegant 23 we remem-
bered it from the 80s, and has some-
how manzged to keep the “artists of
the walls” off the surfaces and
monuments of Palermo, Belgrano
and the opulent up-river suburbs.

One of the Americas’ most-fash-
lonable ahopplng ways Is a narrow
high-riso-enclosed pedestrian street
called Florida, bisected by a similar-
1y restricted street called LaValle,
where most of the city’s best clne-
mas and fine restauranis are ar-
rayed.

‘{more than a million

IN THIS SECTOR of the city, a
third of the world removed from the
boot of Italy, the accents of that
faraway and lyrical land aro com-
municated to the hearts of overy Ar-
gentine, throughout the clty and all
over the country.

Spanish, as spoken down here, and
particularly in Buenos Alres, recalls
more of Milano than Mexico, and

. “Cielito Lindo” 13 heard much less

often than “0 Sole Mio.”
‘Three out of every four Argentines

- bad one or more Itallan grand-

parcnts, they say,

‘The pulsating La Bocs sector, fac-
Ing the harbor, .is the core around
‘which revolves one of the largest
Itallan populations In the world

in this area
alone, we were told).
There are atill dozens of delightful

clnbs (our longtime favorite is Spa-
daveccla) renowned for thelr free-
flowing Argenino wines (usually the
reds), coplous mervings of Itallan
pastries and South Amerlean
seafoods.

CAMINTTO the Little Street of
song and tango fame, 1s the heart of
La Boca, and & delight with its red,
green, yellow and blue houses and
shops,

The true heart of the greater city
1s the handsome Plaza Majyo, princl-
pal governmental, religious and cly-
{c site In Buenos Alres, At one cod is
the lovely Pink House, La Casa Ro-
sada, or Presldentlal Palace, and ar-
rayed around and at the other end of
the stately plaza are the National
Cathedral of Argentina, the Muniei-
pal Palace of Buenos Alres, Banco
Nacional and the pristine, whiw co-
lonlal Cablldo, where the country'l
independence was secured.

Avenlda Mayo runs due west from
May Square, crossing the remark-
nble Avcnlda 9 de Jul!e and ending

The Simon Bollvar Monument greots paople antoring the Plaza Mayo, the truo heart of the
_ greater city of Buonos Aires,

at Plaza Congreso, at the entrance to
the beautiful, soaring, green-domed
Natlional Congress Building, a talter,
slimmer adaptation of our own Capl-

tol.

Nine de Jolio is the slta of import-
ant commerclal, governmental and
cultural edifices, none more impos-
ing or signflcant than the enormous
Teatro Colon, the city’s extraordi-
pary philharmonle hall and opera
house,

It Is severe, gigantic (a block wide
and two city blocks deep, five floors

the wnrld. and employs 1,800 people
(excluslve of the performers) within
its massive confines.

IN A METROPOLIS dotted with
bandsome parka and plazas, there is
none more graclous or appealing
than midtown Plaza San Mariin,
{iiled with glant, spreading shde
trees, mosalc walkways and mint-
plazss, San Martin centers on a glo-
rlous bronze and pollahed red granite
monument to
hero of much South Amcdmn inde-

up and down), and
has its own symphony orchestra, op-
era, classical ballet and drama

pnnlu, one of the largest mgu ln

and beloved of A
for he is entombed In the National
Cathedral, on Plaza Mayo.
Soma of {be city's llnest hotels,

taxis, fine dining, live nightlife

WHERE T0 DINE

In this patlon of vast cattlo
ranches {estancias), beef reigns su-
preme, and Is avallable in every con-
cclvable form throughout the clty,
which also boasts some of the finest
steak houses on earth.

We'va loved the Cabana as long as
we've adored Buenos Alres, with iu
generous portions, especially the
steaks, where a so-called “luncheon
steakette” weighs In at 12 ounces,
aud & pormal dinner steak can be
two lnches thick and hardly leave
room for its platter.

Other superfor dinerles are the
Plaza Grill and the one at the Clar-
idge, El Repacho de San Telmo, the
London Grill and Oyster Bar, mndl-
eval El Caldero, the eo-yur-old
stalwart The Jockey Club on Evenl-
da ¢ de Jullo, Hostal del Lago in
Palema Park, Au Bec Fin (the city’s

t French restaurant), the Bistro
nnd El Aljibe in the Sheraton.

Hereabouts are hundreds of other
great dlning spots, from true gour-
met restaurants to such super places
as El Palacio de La Papa Frita (The
Palace of the Fricd Potato), with an
overwhelming menu, others other
than Spadaveccia in La Boca and so
many conflterias (small cafes, more
or less, though many are more than
less) and sandwich and sbort order
places beyond the counting.
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WHAT TO DD AFTER :

THE SUN GOES DOWND . ..
Take a nap -flrst, since u:o bar

owls in this sophisticated metropolls

don't even begln to shake thelr feath-

ers unill 11 p.m., then go out and

don't expect to get In untll dawn.

The Italian-Beohemian spots in La
Boca are always worth a try, but be
prpepared to do some spot-hopplng

as the appeal and quality mary vary
wldely. spot mnwﬁf.hcmkc.

nos Alres s easily as lively and hlp,
with as sophisticated a nigh
scene, as any other city (lncl\ldl.ng
Rlo) in South America,

Best supper club hercabouts is the
Golden Horn, on one cnd of the
Sheraton roof, while Malena del Sur,
L'Horizon and the great
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copdominfums, apartments and ald-:
er office structurcs are arrayed )
around the upper Plaza, and down-
hlll arcund the less dappled lowcr-
Plaza. Uphill are tho towering, Art § .
Deco Kavanaugh Bullding, - very §
French Army Club, a few fine town- !
houses and the wonderful old Plaza 4
ﬁoul the Waldorf Astorla ofBucuos .

Immediately adjacent are Argen- &
tine Alr Force Plaza, alte of the re- +
gal, divinely proportioned English [
Tower, whose works are identleal to ;
Blg Ben's and which was a gift from :
'l‘\h:g British people to the people of 3

3
1
In this nation ofvast !
caltle ranches 1
(estancias), beef ‘
discotheques, Rugantino, Mau-Mau reigns supreme, and is .
d Bwana, are almost beyond de- . avallable in every :
plion. ATION " ‘conhcelvable form :
You'll nced a valld-passport from  {Rroughout the city, :
gem Unlted s&uu.( Canaduza wﬁtﬁ: which also boasts :
nations {exce .
up lop::rnlut word) nndp Japan, with some of the finest M
a tourlst card and a visa which may ~ 8feak houses on earth.
be extended for up to four years to :
cover subsequent visita, H
i
lincoln, & woodward B
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