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two, the othor is In the State Capitol bullding. The room
was orly used on format such as

5 .
The living room of Pine Grove, the home of Governor
Moaos Wianer, Is essentially the same as when the faml-
Iy lived there. The marble bust of the Governor s ono of

and funerals, so thore has baen very lttlo wear and tear
on the

By Corlnno Abalt
staff writor

Looking back -
Wisner house gives glimpse of 19th century life

1945, the home has recently under-
gone d r

HE DINING ROOM table

Is set for company with

the gold banded double

wedding ring china and

the charter omk pattern sterling.

The cozy, family sitting room Is

ready for the guests as soon as they
finlsh their dessert.

The formal llving room, used
only for weddings, funcrals and
state affairs i3 in prime conditlon.

And while visitors to the home of
Mlichigan's 13th governor, Moses
Wisner, won't be having dinner,
they wlil be able to savor the fla-
vor of Life more than a century ago.

The home, 405 Cakland, Pontlac,
was a gentleman’s farm which
served ns the governor's office and
official residence durlng 1859-1860.

Beverly Laako, the Soclety’s ex-
ccutive sccretary and administra-
tive coordinator, said that while

Wlisner made
trlps to Lanslng, “the state of
MI~*"gan was run from here.”
OWNED AND MAINTAINED by
the Qakland County Ploncer & Hls-
torical Soclety since it was pur-
chased from the Wisner famlly in

This was made possible by a
$14,000 glft from First of Amerlca
Bank S.E. Reglon. The electrlcal
wlring has been expanded and up-
dated, new, perjod pattern wallpa-
per was put in the entry hall, the
sltting room and the dining room.
New red -patterned carpet,
handloomed in Belglum, was in.
stalled in the entry hall and on the
stairs Tast week. All of the Europe-
an style oi! paintings in elaborate
gold frames, orlginal to the house,
were tecently restored at Detroit
Instltute of Arts.

Laako sald, “What we're trying
to do is take it back as closely to
the original as possible and to let
peaple know what life was llke dur-
ing the Victorlan perlod.

“The kids who come here are all
questlons. They love the summer
kltchen. They can't imagine Mfe
without a microwave, food cooked
from scratch and food cooked on a
wood stove. The gulde holds up the
(kitchen ) utensils and the kids try
to guess what they were used for.

She said visiting grade school
classes often borrow the old text

‘What we're trying to do it take it back
as closely to the original as possible
and to let people know what life was
like during the Victorian period.’

— Beverly Laako
executive secretary
Oakland County

Pioneer and Historical Sociely.

SHE SAID THERE'S a substan-
tlal flle of dcath records, complete
with Information about each per-
son and a Jot of other informatlon
about Oakland County and Its peo-
ploe that can't be found anywhere
clse.

Gov. Wisner's personal library,
In cases in the upstairs hallway,
has records of the 22nd Reglment
in the Civll War which was formed
at the house.

As she walked from room to
room, Laake pointed out the furni-

a day in the one-room school house
on the grounds, sitting at the ofd
{ashioned desks, using the McGuf-
fey readers, old spellers, arithme-
tle and geography books and dolng
lessons on old slate boards,

Later they tour the house and
grounds making a full day of activ-
ity,
Tours, booked in advance, are
given'dally year around. The house
is open to the general public 1-4
p.m. the third Sunday of the month
In spring, fall and winter, During
the summer tours for the public
are given 1 and 2:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday,

all the time, there's lots of actlvity
in the library area. Our llbrarian,
Lllllan Paul), 86, Is here two days a
week, She has set up most of the
{ibrary. Virglnia Clohset of Blr~
mingham s our archivist.”

Descendants honored

Three direct descendents of Gov,
Moses Wisner wiil be presented
with special certl-

ture and which are
original to the house and the many
picces which were donated by des-
cendents of the Wisner family and
ether Oakland County resldents,
She sald that while not all of the
present furnishings were in the

atives arc Davld Clark Wallace, Jr.
great, great grandson of Moses and
Wisner and his 4- and 5-

ficates at the governor’s home,
Pine Grove, on Sunday, Jan. 18.

year-old sons David McGregor
Wallace and James Robert Wal-
lace. The family lives In South

Stafl photos by Jerry
Zolynsky

house while the Wisners lived here,
all of them arce approplate to the
periods during which they occupled

¢

While serving as a colonel in
22nd Regiment at a Unlon Army
camp near Lexington, Ky, Moses
Wisner contacted typhold fever and
died in 1863. His second wife, An-
geolina, mother of three of his four
chlldeen, lved In the house untll
her death In 1805.

After she was widowed, she con-
verted a downstalrs room her hus-
band bhad used as an office Into a
flrst ftoor bedroom. 1t is now fur-
nished as a bedroom with an at-
tractive display of handmade 19th
century qullts and coverlets,

Volunteer guides, dressed in
rlod costume, describe customs of
the tme, how the house grew,
which rooms were added later and
which are origlnal. The tour gives a
pleasant glimpse of a way of Iife
that has disappeared and an inter-
esting profile of the governor/sol:

IR

glve tha fina) touch to the atmosphere of the
Wisnor houso dining room. Tha flat silver, the
cherter oak pattorn, wos chosen by the
Wisnors bocauso it was approplate for Oak-

books ahead of time and spend half

Kitty Daggy dressed in riod costume to

%
Lanko sald, “The llbrary is in use

the board of diroctora of the Oakland County

Daggy

These only remaining direet rel-

5

Pio noer and

Her

Donald Daggy, Is prosident.

‘The room, directly off tho entry hall was used

b by A Iina Wisner after the
Governor dled. While he was living, he used it
as a first-floor oHice. Notice the coverlat on

Lyon.

room.

the stand with the
the cornar. It Is one of many on dleplay in the

dier who shaped Michigan hlstory.

County name in




