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?Wming S nitty- gritty has a new outlet

1By Mona Qrigg
- 'speclal writor

HEN I WAS a kid grow-
Ing up, my {ather, who
was ot much of & read-
er himself, stopped
-somewhere every yaydny and
- ‘bought me a bock. I still havo sever-
" :al of them, including one of my fa-
ivorltes at the time, “Ann Sherldan
and the Sign of the Sphink”,
;T also bad "Betly Grable n.ud the
House of the
‘Shutters,” "Glnger o
‘Rogers and the
‘Riddle of the Scar-
et Cloak,”

o1 rwd cach ono
before the evening

walt a whale week for another. And I
loved those books, It was thrillng to
be the one with the inslde dope on
what those stars dId during their off
houry, But that vas before the “mag-
ie” books arrived.

. The magic books were called, col-
Jeetlyely, “The Book of Knowledge.”
‘They were published by the impres-
slv&sounding Groller Soclety. I im-

agined at the timo that f I dido't
take good care of those books, a
gruff and wizened old man wou]d
creak out of his deep leather chalr in
the reading room at the Soclety,
snulf out hls pipe, sigh, and bead for
my house, where, 2gainst all my bcg-
glng and pleading, he would demand
to have them back.

1 ENEW THAT it was a privilege
not given to many o) 9-year-
olds, and I owed one to the Groller
Soclely for givlog me the world in 20
imlitatlon leather, Wustrated, often
easy-to-read volumes,

For they were not your ordinary
encyclopedlas. No, these books were
filted with storles and poems and
features like “How does it work?”

Through the books of knowledge I
became privy to what everyday life
was llke for the two princesses at
Windsor Castle.

I learncd what happened to wings
of wax when they got too elose to the
sun.

1 dlscovered that the words “Tonle
and Doric and Corinthlan” were per-
fect words for skipping rope.

AND I LEARNED that when Ml-
chelangelo was around 9 or 10, m;
very age, he ground his own colors
and doodled on boulders high above

briefly speaking

book break

his little town —— and was some-
tlmes chastized for hls dreaminess,
asoften was,

And I learned later that it was not
thoso musty men at the Society of
Grolier but my own parents who had

solutely nothing to read. There
weren't even signs on the walls, She
read logos on tennis shoes and mes-
sages on T-shirts, and after that she
panicked, She embarrassed herself
by reading label and cleanlng in-

glven me this y gift, and
at great cost to them — $5 a month
fora whole year, layo!f or no layoff.

And It's been me and books ever
since. We're close. And glory be I
have dlscovered that this entire town
Is swarming with book people. We
get together and revel [n our dlscoy-
cries and when a writer apeaks, we
listen. We make Instant and some-
times lasting frlendships based on
our admiration for certaln nulhuru,
or even certain genres.

We're wary around people who
don’t read the same things we do. We
try to be kind, but honestly, have
they got bubbles for bralns?

We sce ourselves In people like my
friend, Gracia:

MY FRIEND GRACIA found her-
sef in a walting room once with ab-

inside the coats of com-
plete strangers — sometlmes while
they were still wearing them.

My friend Gracla woulda't think of
living in a place that dido’t have a
tub wml jun the right backslant for
readlng. She devises Ingenlous ways
to keep the pages out of the water
when she drifts off, She couldn't
abide cohabiting with anyone who
wouldn't understand why she has to
be in there so long, and why she has
to keep running the hot water,

She would rather spend her extra
cash on books or magazines than on
anything ¢lse. Which explains by
Gracla and I never stand out in a
crowd — unless it happens to be a
crowd of falrly well-dressed people,

SHE BEGAN buildlng a lbrary
and found she'd created a monster,

She could only add books. She cauld
never replace them. Sha could not
throw them out or zell them or even
give them away. Sometimes she
thinks ahe can.

She even gocs 80 far as to fill box-
€3 with booka she thinks she doesa't
want. She bought some of them by
the boxful on the lnst day of the used
book sale because she didn't want
them to be orphans, but she knows
she'll never md them, So the boxes
sit In front of the shelves until she
can no longer stand it. But, she tells
hersell, now they are on lesser

clves,

And Gracia has already told me
what she wants to see here in
space every other week,

She wants to know why, all of a
sudden, all the good writers are com-
ing from Michigan, (Willlam Kien.
2le, who ought to know, says he
thinks it's something In the water.)

SHE WANTS ALY the nitty-gritty
on who's writing what and why, and
when their books will be out, and
whether thoy write with qull.l pens or
ﬂ:yom or lap typewriters Lik

gers used to use,

She wants w know what's In in the
bookstores, and why certaln of them
think they’re 30 special — and, i
they've got writers coming in to aign

@ ART EXHIBIT

@ Adult art students of Art Store and
‘More in Plymouth will be featured
‘In an exhlbit 1-5 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
:18, in the store at 265 N. Main Street.
-The exhiblt colncides with the flnal
‘day of the Plymouth ice festival, The
‘public is invited, Refreshments will
be served.

‘© MUSICALE S8ERIES

< The Plymouth Sympheny Society
Muslcale will feature chamber mu-
sle for winds and plano at a concert
‘at 4 p.m. Sunday in the First United
Methodist Church of Plymouth,

¢ Musleians performing will include

%clarlflcatlon

Pauline Martin and Detrolt Sympho-
oy musiclans: flutlst Shaul Ben-Meir,
oboist Treva Womble, clarinetist
Douglas Cornelson, bassoonist Rob-
ert Willlams and horn player Corbln

‘agner.

‘Womble and Williams are married
and lve in Canton. In addition to
their work with the DSO, Willlams
teaches at the Unlversity of Michs-
gan and they give private lessons.
Wagner i3 a Livonla resident.

A receptlon and ratrcshmcnu will
follow the concert. Ad Is

deslgner Sallie Welmer who showed
her “Glamour Rags” Monday and
‘Wednesday at the inn.

For an appointment to submlt
thelr line for

For rescrvatlons or more informa-
tion, cal) 663-0681,

deslgners may call the Hillside be-
tween 1¢ a.m. and 4 pm. Monday
through Friday at 453-2002,

® PEOPLE DANCING

Peaple Danclng-Whitley Setraklan
and Dancers will be in concert Jan.
15-18 at the Performance Network,
408 W, Arbor.

i3
for adults and $3.50 for scnlors and
students. Tickets will be avallable at
the door.

© SEARCH FOR DESIGNERS
As part of a “Discover Michigan”
project to colnclde with its Michigan
sesquicentennlal celebration, the
Hillside Inn in Plymouth I3 conduct-
l’lr'll? a search for unknown designers.

. Artwork consultant for the CBS/
Fox Video Operationa in Livonia was
: Preaton Burke Geller{es Inc.

will be have the op-
portunity to show off their work in
special shows at-the inn at 41681
Plymouth Road during the year.
atlog the series was Ypsllanti

. Ann

People Danclng is a professsional
modern dance company own
locally and around Michigan for its
often humorous, often off-beat danc-
es which are accesslble to all dance-
goers, Guest artlst will be Loi Kall
who will perform a solo chereo-
graphed by Setraklan, This solo will
recelve its New York City premiere
later this year.

Showtlmes are Thursday through
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 4
pam. 'Hekeu &t $6.50 general admis-
sion and $5.50 for students and sen-
fors will be available at the door.

® CABAHET CONCEHT
Soclety

wm prcunt the Dearborn Symphony
Orchestra In a speclal cabaret con-
cert at 8:30 p.m. Friday in the Dome
Room of the Dearborn Civie Center,
Michlgan at Greenfteld roads.

Guest conductor Leo Najar has
chosen a patriotic theme, “Made in
America,” which will feature the
New Reformation Dixicland Jazz
Band and Dave Oppermas.

Tickets are $7 for adults and §3.
for atudents. Tickets will be avall.
able at the door. For additional in-
formation, call 561-5762,

@ MOTHERWELL EXHIBIT
Robert Motherwell: Recent Prints
opens with a preview receptlon at
the Alice Simsar Gallery from 8-§
p-m. Saturday, Jan. 10, The gallery
is nl 301 N Maln, Ann Arbor,
Abeni Wash,, in 1915,
Motherwull is (he youngest of the he-
roic generation of abatract expres.

slonist artists who revolutionized
painting in the 19408 and caused a
Bhift in the focus of world art from
Paris to New York.

Also on exhibit will be recent
palntings of Don Wynn, The artist
will be present at the reception. Both
exhibits will continue through Feb.
11. Gallery hours are 10 a.m, to 5:30
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

® BASKETRY SEMINAR

Char TerBeest will conduct a
warkshop on willow basketry at Tint
and Splint Basketry, 30100 Ford
Road in Sheridan Square, TerBeest
is author of Wisconsin Willow-Ad-
ventures of a Basketmaker. A bask-
etmaker for 10 years, she exhibits
nationally in numerous shows, falrs,
galleries and exhibitlons, Her wark
has been pletured in such natlional
publications as Better Homes and
Gardens, Country Home and Fi-
berarts.

For more Information on enroli-
ing, call 522-7780.

books, when (hat will be and do u:ey
give discounts and do they serve trec

She wants to know all about the
big used book sales: How and when :
thoy collect the books? Where do -
they store them? Where does the -
money go? And will they et herina -
Little ahead of time 80 she can get .
the good stuff?

She wants me to sit down with
some of our writers and just shut up
for once and let thern do tha talking.

She wants me to read some of the
books flrst and let her know if she
should even bother,

there's something going on
around there that has to do with
reading and wriling, she wants to
know about it.

And you know Gracla. She gets
what she wants. But you could make
my llfe a lot easler If you would take
a minute to fill me in on what exact- ;
ly is golog on.

Readers can reach Grigg by
writing to her in care of this

36251 aft
Road, Livonia 48150. :
Coming up :
WEDNESDAY, Jac. 21 — Richard
Wilbur reads poetry at Rackbam Au.

ditorlum as part of U-M'a Visitlng
Writer Series. Free.

SUNDAY, Feb. 1 — Joseph Heller
reads fiction at the Power Center in
Azn Arbor, Tickels are $8.50, $7.50

:nd $5.50. Calt ticket office, 763-
51

Congratulations

to the winners of the Third Annual
Detrolt Aute Show Short Story Con-
test, Firat, second and third prizesin
the adult competition go to Barbara .
§., Cassani of Livonla (also last year's |
winner), Ruth Straser of Constanting |
and Stephen Dunning of Ann Arbor. "«

The three winners in the high
school division were Dawn Belaski
of Dlvine Child High Schoo), Dear-
born Helghts; Carrle Cabadas, also
Divine Child; and Solomen Moore, .
Huron High School, Ann Arbor.

The auto show runs through Sun-;
day and if you plek up a program,
you'll find lha two firat-place storles -
printed inside. Cazsani’s story is-ti-!
tled “My Mother's Shoes,” Belaski's
story is “A Caterplilar’s Flight.”

8
room ranch on n lasgs lot, Recen

bod:
IN romodolod Kltchen,
Immadiats Occupancy. $74,000, 477-1111,

ATTENTIO! RST TIME BUYERSI Stop paying rentt
Movo right Into this exceptionalty clean and attractive
ranch, Yord o eomphlaly roneod S1ave and refrigorator

lncludnd $308,900.

BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED Tri-lavel In neutral tones. 3
bedroom, brick, 1% baths, attached garago, large famity
room. $72,900. 851-1600. (POW)

g
1343 Boaverland, $49,900 656-2300

20:
I FARMINGT!

ON

23830 Boocon Dr., $72,000 681-5700

4 33107 Thomas, $88f
4 FARMINGTON HILLS
24702 DePhlliipo, $115,800 477-1111
32175 Hull, $79,900
HOWELL

900 477-1111

AT7.1111

1823 Hartland Wds. Dr., $118,000
5!

A LaThRUP viLLAGE

58-2300

g 17655 Rainbow Dr., $82,000658-2300
LILVONIA
J 38772 Roycroft, $107,900  261-0700

28741 Torronco, $80,800
37877 Myma, $122,000

BEAUTIFUL OLDER HOME In dmtm Farmington.

tonas. New kitchen, roof, furnace, sid-

Bullt In 1900, mint condlilon, complataly redono Inside
end out In nouteal

Ing, Poita windows and much more. $93,600, 477-1111.

ity
BHARFZ BEDROOM WEOODMHIMM‘M bed.
room upstalre, Full gerage, aluminum
lldhq.mu‘dmhallmlﬂ.inm AT,

281-0700
281-0700

FREE* TRAINING

PREBTIGIOUS ‘COLONIAL « Luxunoul 3 badroom home
In Independence Hills eub Crown moldings, large ce-
lamlty room and outsianding
Inndscapling. $220,000. a51-1900 T

ramic foyer llbrary,

REDFORD
9531 Crosley, $75,000
8OUTHI

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP, Custom built 3 bedroom b
ranch, 1% baths, 2 car attached gasage with door open~ |
gg Qx;aol‘ljty 1hroughout. Fireplace. Must ssa. $89,800.

2810700

23185 Laura Ave., $89,600 650-2300

20907 Duna Scotus, $74,000558-2300

21184 Berg, $39,500

22810 TM?MIIO. $74,900
WAYNE .

31615 Flimore, $38,800
5313 Newberry, $49,000
WESTLAND

GE DESIC DOME - Bpace m umn from muler
sults/loft to winding stalrcase, 3rd bodroom/axercise
room, wrap-ground deck. dark room, sateile dish, A
must soel $103,000. 681-

A77-1111
AT7-1111

326-2000
326-2000

33807 Boachwood, $44,600 328-2000
34823 John Hauk, $55,000 326-2000

Tultion iraw Pro-liconse course starting saon.
Cali any offica listad below for a reservation,

i) nl ll! best, 2 bed-

. CorKd:
rooms, 2 baths, lumul ulnlna. pool and clubhouse facill-
tlos. Excoliont focation. $88,600. 851-1000, (MID)

CONDOMINIUM.

18rpe bedi
ing, groat room
modsl.

ATHBUP VILLAGE

with fireplace,
$207.000.551-1900. (AW
9 mewesnnu ;

oonde Mm 4
151 ficor master Hadroom, formal din-
den, former bundan

EXCELLENT FAMII.V NOMF_ ab
celling

$73,6800, §56-2300.

2158, Chrlstine, $51,900

Colon
ty room, baamed “doorwall to patio wih
snboqw Naturel fireplace. Large country kiichen,

AT7-3111

SHARP CDNTEM POI HAF\'V HOMI E Ddigh"ul threo bod-
roam, two-story, with finlshed lowor Javel. Noutra! docor,
nawer carpa and window treatmeats throughout,
huge famlly room, profsssional landecaping. $58,000.
CALL 844-4700. ! .

IMMACULATE OOLONIM_ 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, fam-
ity room with natural fireplace, beatt!ful kitchen, finished
basement, 8st on half acre. 2'car attachod garage with

door opener. $79,500. 658-2300.

BEAUTIFUL Brookaide cusiom bullt 4 bodroom Hanch
In serena country uulng, Finish the walk-out besoment.
Rustic/neutral decor. Two brick fi

Klichon with all appilances. Five ecre parcel. $128,600.
348-8430.

Nioe: eat-in




