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By Mary Jane Doarr
spocial writer
inviting,

OMETHING
something -cxciting are
not just lyrics, they de-
scribe tho
Michigan's production of “Side by

Slda by Sond.helm" now playing at
e Marquis Th North-

vul

Opening with the song “Come-
dy Tonlght,” an ensemble of six
singers and two pianists present-
cd 34 of Soridheim's compositions
from Broadway musicals for
which ho either wrote the words
¢r composed the musie,

A Lght, refreshing diversion,
entertaining In every way, is the
only way to describe the 2Va-hour
show.

- A sparklisg silver backdrop ac-
cents the pink attlre of the three
‘women, mary DiDomizio,
Maria Cimarelll, and Rochelle
Roscenthal who dance, act and
aing their way through vaudeville

review

Seville” last September. The ex-
peris don't necessarily bave to
come from out of town. This
group u?dmcnm this polnt dra-

routines and Andrew Slsters Imi-
tatlons.

EXCERPTS ARE from “West
Slde Story,” “Company,” “Sunday
In the Park with George,” “Fol-
.les,” “Sweeney Todd” and “A
Littlo Night Music.”

eir male counterparts, M
Vondrak, Michnel Pavelich, and
David Pullce co mplement the
women's attlre with black tuze-
dos, pink bow ties and cummer-

- bunds.

This show, regarded as a low-
budget productlon, was created
by Sandhelm to showcase himself
a3 a composer/lyricist.

Director David Pulice turned
to this show and to this group of
local prohsslunnu to recover
from the

" Rochelle Roscathal gave a
memorable performance as the
Beggar Woman in

Sondheim presentation is delightful

“Finishing the Hat." Voodrak's
lyric high baritone was never out
of his range. Pullco ia well aware
of his powerfully dramatic Jower
volee especially In “Never Could

. 1 Leave You" and his ability to

deliver out the fast and furfous
yrica.

era Theatre's production of
“Sweeney Todd” & foew years ago.
In this show, she shows she can
spit out Sondheim'a “Another
Hundred People” lyrics just as
clearly and do many types of
characters. Her “Losing My
Mind” was penetrating. “The Boy
From. . .” was funny,

The u:uall classical Maria
Clmarelll was ju.n as versatile —
cmotional in “A Boy Like That,”
honky in “Broadway Glrl,” and
sad in her rendition of “Green
Flach.” Cimarelll took her top
:mum casily and gently, not harsh-

Y.
THE THREE MEN, are all ex-

but poarly attcmled “Barber of

d revue singers. Pavel-
ich's high notes were beautiful in

Rosemary DiDomizio, a good
actress, way humurmuly appeal-
ing in “I Never Do Anything
Twice.”

Pullce's directing put the alog-
€rs in the lNmelight, using few

rops. Hls direction was simple
and effective. Accompanists Da-
vid Wilson and Beverly Labuta
share the responsibility for the
show's success.

The French Idea of musica] re-
vues Is seldom carried out with
thls much continulty. This is good
entertalnment, folks,

It continues this weekend with

ormances at 8 pm. Friday
and Saturday and 2:20 p.m. Sun-
day. For more informatlon, call
349-8110 or 349-0868.

She wins short story contest — twice

By Corinnoe Abatt
otaff writer

OR THE second year in &
row, Barbara Cossani of
Livonia won the $1,000 first

rize In the Detrolt Aute
Dealess Assoclation short story con-

test.
Cassanl, 3¢, a graduate of Steven-

son High School with o master’s {n
film studles from Wayne State Uni-
versity, works for Henry Ford and
?tberaxea hospltals as a medlcal cd-

“My -{creatlve) writlng is totally
unremed to what I do for a living,”
she sal

Her buckgmund In film helps ex-
plaln the subtle references to “The

BTEVE FECHT/stalt phmognpnu

story Is featured In the De-

troit Auto Show magulna. The Livonia resident took top hon-
‘ora last yoar In open compaolition as well.

Wizard of Oz,” “Casablanca” and
“Dracula” in her award-winning
short story, “My Mother’s Shoes.”
She recelved her $1,000 check ata
luncheon at the Westin Hotel given
by DADA to honor the three adult
and three high school contest
winners and preview the Detrolt
Auto show which beglns its nine-day
Cobo Hall run Saturday, Jan. 10,

CASSANI, WHO sald, “I'm an old
movie fan, " looked llke she could
have, been in one of thosc flims she
likes“go well, Her long red halr and

B bright red, splke heel pumpa made a

dramatlc contrast to her winter
white outflt and soft bazel eyes. The
cqually subtle literary references in
her story conflrm her statement that
she reads constantly. -

“] had one creatlve writing class
at Wayne, Hal Youngblood was my
teacher. He and his asststant, Chuck

| Dapaz, gave me a lot of help and

confldence.”

Incldentally, Cassant has been in-
vited to be a guest on Younghlood's
evening radlo tatk show Friday.

when she's not edlting medical
material or readlng (for her own
pleasure) she's writing or golng
through the intake process that leads
to writing. “I write whenever I have
the chance,” she sald.

“1 work more on an observation
level, T have to take In & lot of things

Merldian’s most recent
project was lo actas 8
supportcrewina
documentary about the
recently completed
Great Peace March in
which 600 Americans
walked across the
country.

‘and formulate them in my mind. 'My
Mother’s Shoes' was a culmination of
a year’s experience. I wrote the sto-
ry on a Saturday night. I go on in-
stinct on a Jot of things. The atory
bas to be in your mind flrat — {f you
push at it, It wezkens. This story s
dedlcated to my mother who dled in
August."

Cassanl who won In 1985 for her
atory, “Under the Waxle, Dixie
Moon," sald she wasn't certain if thls
one, deseriblng her feellngs about
her mother’s death, would appeal to
the judges because it was 50 subjec-
tive, but it was one she felt com-
pelled to write and enter in the con-
test. She's now at work on a more
extenslve project.

“My Mother's Shoes” will be pub-
lished in the Detrolt Auto Show pro-
gram.
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Contest winners announced ;

VER THE PAST few weeka
1 have “Honey-Baked,”
"Hersheyed,” “Godlva'd”
and “egg nogged" myself
into a new wardrobe.

BEFORE 1 GET into the New
Year's goals, T have some old busi-
pess to clear up from the 1988
Christmas Card Contest. .

I would like to congratulate our
flrst-prize winner In the adult cate-
gory: Patricia Hilton Wilbur, Patri-
cla and b ¢r husband recently moved
to Michigan and read about the con-
test in the Farmington Observer.

Her beautiful card entry Is a nice
combination of good concept and ex-
cellent technical abllity: a dove of
peace sitting on a snow covered bow
upon which is hung a single Chriat-
mas bulb. On the bulb are continents*
symbolizing the earth, The lmage of
the dove (s reflected on the bulb and

adds a nice touch as it repmenu 2
“Peaco on Earth."
Pat sald her drafting tablo s get.

tlng old and wobbly so she will enfoy

her prize of a new drafting table. :,'
Firat prize In the 10-to-14 year age’
category went to Jeff Wiid. Jelf sim-
ply drew a wreath. It had a nice
loose look to it and was an easy first
chalce., .

THIS YEAR'S SPECIAL antry',,
went to Tim Jacek, His enlry was a
beautiful snow scene full of good
thought and excellent technical akilk. .

Other winners were: Lealey Caru
michael of Plymouth; Steve Grotoski
of Livonta; Cheryl Glnzel of West- "
land; Mike Benclk of Livonia; Honor-
able mentlon: Jean Warner of Farm-
ington Hills; Dorothy Hamon of De-
trolt; Eric Kohler of Livonia.

P E A CE

Patricla Hilton Wilbur of F

was the first-place winner.
. St
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decor,
CLUBHOUSE, Penthomse
834,900, (158) 337-6700

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

34722 Pembroke, Livonia X
) (South of 8 Mile/West of Gill)

Excluslve 1987 Home-A-Rama property, Tnnovative double-wall,
super Insulated, energy saving construction. Dramadc sunkea living
ad faeaily cooms with two-way fireplace. Many more dessiled fex-
tures. Must seel $224,900 (P-347) 5406777

*LUXURY LIVING AT ITS BEST
Pabulows FOUR bedroa colonlal offering 24 Baths, dining room,
fally room with fireplace, ceatral abr, CUSTOM DECOR & TER-
RIFIC LOCATION, §93,500 (257} 557-6700

THE ULTIMATE IN LUXURY
7th floor, 2 bedroos, 2 batk ualt with wrap-sround balcoay, newrst
secusity and privacy. POOL, TENNIS COURTS AND
view! Deloye ameaitles. Junt Reduced To

TBEOOMPLE
RS- 3304,

LI

FARMINGTON HILLS - RAMBLEWOOD
Magnificent Nosan built bome with contemporaey decor, beauiful
gourmes kitchen with all the extras, 5 bedrooms, 3% batbs, eater-

uinmear toom with ficeplace, lawer level walk-out to pool snd
jacurzi e0d private hilly view. $349,000 {T-306) 6831-4400

SOUTHFIELD
Charming 3 bedtoom Tudor In mlnt coadition. Peatures iaclude 1
full and 2 half baths, heated Flosida epom, central alr, formal din-
ing room, finlthed busemenr with wet bar s0d » 2 car ausched
garage. $72.900 (M-184) 851-4400

BEST LOCAT[QN IN HUNT]NG'ION ‘WOODS
3 bedrooms, library, lasge llving room with fireplace, flnished rec
reation oo with wet bar, fenced yard, 2 car garage, farasce 4 ye.
©old. Great Buy. $118,000 (H-825) 347-2000




