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Developmental kindergarten: helps kids cope

pror Phlilips draws o picture in the devolopmontal kindergarton class at Fairview Early

- Edlication Centor.

Cantinusd fram Pago 1
Ote Callfornia educator

tlme,” according to rents who

ono-half to two-thirds of children
atténdlng primary and elementary
schpols are overplaced and should
bein lower grades,

QOther varinbles — Including the
Incgease In working mothers, one-
parent femitles andgennn Increase in

to the wny“vur chl]dn-.; are being
ralsed and taught, experts said,

‘The basics of reading, writing and
arlthmetlc — taught in the first
grade 15-20 years ago ~ have
sceped Into today's traditlonal kin-
dug rograms. This has creat-

* ed.a group of chlldren with special
needs who are not ready to compete
In this “new kindergarten” of struc-
tured learnlag.

For thls group, a new form of kin-
deggarten, with 2 developmental ap-
proach, is being adopted in school
disTricts across the country. It's now
in i(s third year in Farmington.

lts purpose is to give “a gl!t of

pat
muinlnln lt has enhanced thelr chil-
dren’ and sclf-es-
ucm

The Farmington school dlstrict's
Early Fives developmental program
began three years ago with 68 chll-
drea.

The adoption of an offlelal pro-
gram followed unstructured group
efforts by parcots who knew thelr
children were not ready yet for to-
day’s kindergarten, sald Mary Lou
Sommerville and Richard Rulter, su-
pervisors in the early childhood pro-
gram for Farmlington schools.

Nearly 10 times that pumber —
864 — gull attended traditional kin-
dergarten when the Farmlngton pro-
gram begag.

THE FO WING year saw an
tncreasc in the new program, with 88
attending developmental and 730 en-
rolled in traditional. This year lists
183 enrolled in developmental and
763 in traditional programs, accord-
ing to district statistics.

The district hes eight classes and
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on the agenda

Agenda detalls for government

® restuarant seating for the

meetings scheduled this week follow. Baker’s Loaf, a new restaurant to be
All meetings are open to the public:  Jocated in the Village Commons,
@ corvespondence regarding the
Farmiogten Hilis Boyx State program,
Clity Om.md.l Sﬁqu]ccntennml ceremony fn-
Council and
!!555 11 Mile # request for a proclaraation for
.. 7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 19 Jaycee Week.
Public hearings are scheduled to Far Board of
dls;uss the following: Lewis Schalman
g from RA-1 to 0S-1 Adminlstrative Center
!or property at 26500 Halsted, be- 32500 Shiawassee, Farmington

twéen 11 Mile and Howard Road.
Piopanent is Marion Wallace.

*® Rezoning from RA-1 to RA-3
Iohpropcrly nnrux of 10 Mile, east of
Orchard Lak:

Pmponent is

.mn- Bumughx.
® Rezonlng from RA-2 and 0S-1
to.B-3 or ES and 0S4 for property
or’the south slde of 12 Mile, east of
Lake Iz

7:30 p.m, Tuesday, Jan, 20

During this study scsslon, trustees
will hear presentations from the dls-
trict’s communlty relations commlit-
tee and an update on personnel de-
partment activities,

Also on the agenda is [nformation
froma dlstr{l_clwlde Michigan Sesqui-

ia] on

Ot¢hard . Prop
Robert Dykstra,
: 'l‘Jo determine the need for md

at varlons schools. The Farmington
Kiwanls Club will present a flag

Goldsmllh, Eight Mile to the norlh-
erly end of supervisor’s ‘subdlvision
No, In Section 8.

# Consideration of a proposed va-
cation of sanitary sewer epsement
previously recorded on property in
Section 15 for Orchard Ridge oftice
buudlng at !2605 12 Mile.

text amendment for

# Proposed
rnajor road frontage options.
text amendment for
gmml exceptions height lim(t. The
proposed amendment would allow
skzughh to exceed the maximum
beight limit with conditlons and
amend the cupola standards,

'@ Conslderation ‘of ordinance
eactment and avthorization to exe-
cyte the wnmnty deed transferring
parcels to Caddell drainage district,

In other boaidéss, the councll will
cqusider approval of a resolutlon au-

Liberty .
8 p.m. Monday, Jan, 19

Coundl members will discuss a
SR o iy oroes
au
Aln:p on the agenda Is considera-
tion of an amendment to the city's

Haggerty Road water and

the state's 150th
birthday to the dlstrict.

Tr kindergarten pro-
grams nre mu boused in indlvidual
0olg, but F
lsconsidcdngchnngingthnt.

To encourage the type of “fun
learning” curriculum early child-
hood experta want to see returned to
kindergarten, an Early Childhood
‘Task Force Is working within the
district. That task force s studying
whether to move all kindergarten

ters and away {rom the elementary
school settings, Nutter sald. The task
force also Is studying whether the
district needs a third center.

‘THIS TASK force was renewed f-
ter an extensive early childhood
study done tast year. The aix-mem-
ber commlttee called for making the
Early Childhood concept scparale,
but equal, to clementary, middle
school and high school levels of edu-
cation. They recommended last
spring that Farmington include kin-
dergarten [n the Early Chlldhood
Educatfon centers, that kindergar-
teners be allowed a voluntary ex-
tended day.

The district acted this year to al-
low more children to attend the Ear-
ly Five program by allowing lhe
half-day dcvclopmenul kindergar-
teners to be bused to school ~— for

"ANW BORST/statt anpbu‘

programs to Early Chlldhood cen- °

nents believe children are unrudy N
for a traditional school until attatn.
Ing certain levels of emotional, so-
cinl and blologieal development, ac-
cordlng to information from the
Gesell Institute.

The lests involve primarily eye-
hand coordlnation and verbal tests,
the information sald. “These tests
tell us the age level at which a chitd
responds to simple set tasks.”

THE GESELL testing method is
controversial nationwide, lﬂ]d Joan
lmcn Firestone, l:‘arLy dhood

for Oaklan
Schwl: The final scoro used for rec-
ommendations ts a comblnod aver-
age of the arcas tested —
are not viewed individually, she anld

After Farmington staff teams ad-
minlster the tests, they may recom-
mend a,child be placed in the Early
Fives program. Parcnts then must
declde whether to follow the recom-

mendation or place the child into
traditional kindergarten,

As these tesling programs are re-
viewed for preschool-age children,
educators are looking at a myriad of
studles and some grants {o help local
districts make decisions.

The Natlopal Assoclation for the
Education of Young Children pub-
lished a position paper In September
debating bow young children aro
tavght today and making recommen-
datlons to mkc away the pressures,

ln November, the Michigan Board

{ Education awarded more than
”10 000 to districts that are starting
early childhood pilot programs.

Fifteen early childhood projects
that recelved money In tho 1965-86
school year also received $560,000
this yeat for on-going programs,

Next: How the program works
— teachers talk about the Early
Fives program.

four teachers in two bulldings today.

“It was an outgrowth really of the
whole Early Chlldhood Center phi-
losophy,” sald Lynn Nutler, an as-
sistant superintendent for Farming-
ton Public Schools.

Farmington bas two Early Chlld-
hood Centers, Alameda and Fair-
vlew, which work with children from
blrth through the

both mornlng and afternoon sesslons,
Although the decislon to place
children in a developmental pro-
gram such as Early Fives is made by
parents, all students of traditlonnl
kindergarten age are tested each
spring In the Farmington schools,
and then recommendations are
made by staff members,
are. given the Gesell

dergarten programs In a variety o!
programs.

Devolopmnnlal Screening Test. In-
stituted by Arnold Gesell, propo-

“No other snowblower
throws snow like this!

« Train for a career in this exciting profession
» All courses taught by attomeys

+ § Month evening pr Er

« Financial Ald available to qualified students

FOR BROCHURE CALL 1-800-922-0771

Classes held at:
H.S., Livonia
CONCORDIA COLLEGE, Ann Arbor
T American Institute
bk For Paralegal Studies, Inc.

B20 Bahl Bldg., Detrolt, M3 48226
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down. Inatant credit

Il ] saning a new
standard for performance.
Even at -20°F may be the
oaslest starting snow thrower
you wlll ever own.
* Throws snow up to 30 .
» Cloarsa 20" path
. 12? ecmocyclc ongina wilh castiron
Inge

Cu
*» Avallable with oloctric atart

33533 FIVE MILE AT FARMINGTON RD. GG
1422-1155 sanvsnsararuon s 937-1611 —=

buyers on
Brgo plan.

0% loln!lnn chuto
rved - rolor virtually ellminnies clogging

" Your old snowblower is
worth $38! Bring it in]

manontly bdnded over your-ieeth.:
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* Call for free consultation

Pesis Family Dental Center

2RBUG W, Bight Mile Faoington Hills. M1 $K024 (313) 478-1650

PRICES GOOD THRU SATURDAV JANUARY 24,1987
VISA® & Mastercard® Accepted

Onths concourse ln Mlgur
+on Fard Road at Cantaa Cenler Road
»on Pardes at Ewekain Taylor

batwee
Mongay thru Satutday 9 a.m. fo 10 p.m,
du unday 12 noon 10 8 p.m.
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