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Chiefs _'
adump
Hawks

By Chris McCoaky .
olatf writer .

" Alley cats,
Plymouth Canton plays basket-
< ball ke a bunch of hungry alley
cats, The Chiefs are small, quick
and mean, They seem to swarm the
court. You think you have a fane to
the basket. Suddenly, there's a
Chief ballhawhlng you. You pick up
your dribble anywhere on the court
and it's an instant trap. Should you -
hurt them [n some way, make them
mad, they come back at yow twlee
a3 sirong. Regardiess of how far
you think you have them down,
they never quit battling.

That was the typo of game the
Chlcfs played Friday night against
Farmington Harrison, The result
was a $8-43 Canton victory — a
victory that put the Chlefs [n {lrat
place in the Western Dlvision of the
Z«'uwm Lakes Actlvities Assocla-

on.

“I thought we played o strong

game defensively,” =2ald Canton
coach Tom Nleml, “We used our
press very cffectively. We used it
against Dearborn Tuesday and it
worked well for us then, too. We
wlll contlnue to use It It's qulte
complicated and It took time to de-
velop. But they arc playing It wel
now.”

THE CHIEFS forced 12 tum-

Mike Koroly (with bali) scored soven points for Farmington
Harrleon Friday night, but his toam (ost at Plymouth Canton,
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overs in the flrst half and bolted to
a 28-18 lead. The badgered Harrl-
son shooter hit 6-of-19 from the
floor and 6-0f-13 from the foul line
In the first half.

“Where we lost this game was
when we missed all those free
thirows In tho first balf,” said Har-
rison coach Mike Tenchman. “We
weren't able to bit our shots Inside,
elther, but then It's hard when you
are getting hit. Give Canton credit,
though, they made thelr shots when
they had to and thelr press gave us
trouble early when we kept drib-
bling Into the corners.”

One of the hazards of Canton's
hell-bent defensive play was a pro-
cllvity to commit fouls. The Chiefs
were whistled for 24 fouls on the
night. Three starters — Tyrone
Reeves, Roger Trice and Jeff Anu-
lewicz — fouled out.

Harrison couldn't take full ad-
vantage of that situntion for two
reasons. No. 1, the Hawks made
only 13 of 23 fou shots in the game
and many of the misses were front
cnds of one-and-one oppartunities,
No. 2, Canton got tremendous play
from Itssccond unit. |

“Roger and Jef{ played desplie
" belng sick with the flu. Then three
. of them went down with fouls. But

our bench just dld an excellent job,
They played a real unselfish game.
I'm real proud of the way those
kids playad, They played to win,”
Nlemli said.

. Matt Littleton and Brad Carey
were the standouts off the bench.
Littleton shared game-high acoring
hovors with Recves, each with 13
pointa. Carey added seven polnts.

THE HAWES made oné serious
tun at the Chlefs late in the third
quarter, With 6-8 center - Brad
Ridgeway dolng a large share of
the work, Hartlson ran off a 13-4
apurt in the flnal minutes of the
third and first minute of the fourth
quarter. A steal and basket by
Ridgeway and two free throws by
Seott Blssell drew the Hawks with-
III three, 38-35, with 6:31 left to
play.

Many teams would have folded
at that polnt, Alley cats, however,
don't fold,

Littleton calmly answered Bis-
sell’s free throws with a 15-foat
Jjumper, Reeves forced a turnover
and made a nifty pass to Trice for
a layup. After a Hawk misfire, Lit-
tleton drained anotber short jump-
er. Another Harrison miss was fol-
lowed by a Reeves basket.

Onc minute and 20 seconds after
Harrison pulled within three, Can-
ton spread the margin back to 11,
46-35. Ballgame, even though
Reeves and Trice fouled out soon
after that surge.

RIDGEWAY AND Chad Burgess
scored 11 cach to pace Harrisom
Ridgeway also had seven blocks
and four steals.

Roger Trice, who at 6-0 is Can-
ton’s most effective inslde player,
added 10 points. Brian Paupore,
another starter slowed by the flu,
added elght polnts.

Referces Ken Dersey aod
George Heger called 42 persor
fouls and two technlcal fouls (both
Ga

_’Nette worth

Ruggiero is thinner and shot-shy,
but she’s still the on-court general

By Chris McCosky
stalf wrlter
OM WILLIAMS was there.
He coached ber in middle
school.

B Larry Baker and Mike
King wero there, too. They coached
her in high school,

Heck, everybody was there. It was
like old-home weck. Her mom and
dad, other relatives, a whole bunch
of her friends from high school —
quite a reunion. They filled up a Bec-
tlon of bleachers at University of De-
trolt’s Calihan Hall Wednesday,

One'. wise guy cracked: “U-D
should schedulo Colorado State eve-
ry year — this is the biggest crowd
of the season,"

The attraction: Annetie Rugglero,
The former All-Area, all-state point
guard from Plymouth and Farming-
ton Hills Mercy High School is now
in her second year with the Colorado
State women's basketball team.

“It would have been a lot nicer if
we won," Rugglero sald. “But it was
great. I was o surprised to see afl
those peaple. It was like old times.”

HER TEAM put up a vallant ef-
fort agalnst the heavily favored Ti-
tans — a team that features a couple
of Rugglero’s old pals, Terrt Ford
from Mercy and Amy Austin from
North Farmington. Colorado. State
fought from behind all night and
eventually took a four-polnt lead
with less than five minutes to play.
But U-D overpowered CSU in the fl-
nal miautes to escape with a 60-55
win.

It was a good-bad night for Ruggl-
ero. She played hard and played
well, but her team lost. )

Good-bad. Typleal of her two
years at Colorado State, On the sur-
face — a 4.0 grade polnt average
and starting role on'the basketball
team — it scems life is too easy for
Rugglero. Bencath the surface, hid-
den by her accomplishments and
amiability, are many arduous and
anxious moments.

Rugglero, typlcally, didn't disap.
polnt anyone (except maybe herself)
with her ormance Wednesday.
She atill wears the French braids in
her balr and the intense, almost fero.

on s Gary ).
‘Teachman, though careful not to
detract from Canton's effort, was
not pleased with the work of the
two officials,

- “It was not only what they
called, it was what they didn't
call,” sald the veteran coach. “In
my oplolon, these wera not varsity-
caliber refs,”

‘The loss leaves the Hawks witha
3-3 league record and a 4-4 overall
mark. Canton is 4-2 In the league,
5-4 overall. .

Bocks muscle North;
Spartans rip Falcons

. It wos a classic basketball confrontation Friday at
North Farmington. Big men vs, Little men, Inside power
vs. outalde finesse, .

. Not that North was without an inside game, what with
Rick Karcher and Chuck Howard, both é-foot-5. But
against Plymouth Salem's Mike Hale (6-5), Rick Taylor
(6-7) and Dave Collins (8-8), well, let’s just say the out-
fide shot was far more attractive.
¢+ But as usually happens In such showdowns, It’s the big
then who rule. They did at North, as Salem pulled away
g: a 61-48 Western Lakes’ triumph. The win pushed the

ocks’ record o 6-0 in the league, same as Westland
John Glenn (s 78-88 victor at Walled Lake Ceatra) Frl-
day). The two teams will meet Friday at Salem,

{ “It was a real good game unti] the last four minutes -

df the fourth quarter,” sald North coach Tom Negoshis

, whose team dipped to $-5 overall and 2-4 in the

‘“Thén we had to do some things we didn't want

have to do, We started to put the ball up at & quicker
popy .

Agalnst rebounders like those roaming under the
for Salem, there are few second chances. But the
era dido't noed many in the first halt, according to
coach Bob Brodie.

ey shot tho eyes out of the bucket early,” he sald;
~We had them
d 72 percent in the second, and none of thoss wero
Igside. Thoy were all outside jumpers, (Kurt) Dudek did
ost of the damage for them. He got 14 of his 20 polnts

1§ the first half.”
The Raiders’ shooting allowed them to stay closo to
e, trailing just 20-25 at the half and foreing Brodie
make 4 defensive adjustment to try and contain Du-
drk. The Salem coach put M.J. Ewald, a 6-3 guard, on
e shorter Dudek, @ movo be paid “was the key, right

| 5l the Rocks led by fust 44-39 entering the final

*

g 53 percent in the first quarter .

basketball

quarter. Thelr slze finally started taking its toll, howey-
er; Collins got all elght of his polnts in the period, and
they outscored North 17-7,

Hale had 21 points for the winners. Brian Kearls got °
- 15 and Taylor had 14, Hale's nine rebounds was high for

Salem (8-1 overall), which outboarded North 28-15.
Karcher chipped in 11 polnts for the Ralders,

STEVENSON 54, FARMINGTON 38: Livonia Steven-
son started alowly but fintshed with a flourish, outpolnt-
ing the Falcons 4224 over the flnal three quarters to
win golng away Friday at Stevenson,

Free throws played a pivotal part in the Spartan win.
They hit 14-0f-21, including all soven of their chances kn
the fourth quarter, to two-of-five for Farmington. Rich
Gregor poured in seven of his 13 polnts in a 178 Staven-
son fourth quarter, -

Farmington (2-8 overall, 1-5 in the WLAA) got 11
polnts [rom Ron Jones,

PLY. CHRIST. §8, LUTH. NW 54: Plymouth Christian

(7-1 overall, 5-1 in the Michigan Independent Athletic *

Association) overcame an carly defleit to knock off
Farmington Lutheran Northwest (4-4 overall, 24 In the
MIAC) Friday at Ploneer Middle School In Plymouth.

Pat McCarthy's 22 polnts and Steve Windle's 10 polats
and elght naslsts topped the Eagles, who trailed 13-10
after one quarter before taking a 26-24 halftimeTead.
Greg Gamzow netted 22 polnta and Andy Lewis added
12 for Lutheran Northwest,

clous exp: on her face — her
{rademarks at Mercy. She is still the
floor general, taking charge at both
ends of the floor.

An assistant In the CSU Sports In-
formation Department sald this
about Rugglero: “She doesa't roll up

a lot of big numbers, bt the conch
*(Brian

Berger) sald the team would
fall apart if she wasn't out there.”
Does that sound lke the Annette
R:ggiem we knew at Mercy, or
what?

- CLEARLY, THOUGH, !t is not the
same Annette Ruggiero, For start-
ers, she has lost some 20 pounds
since the summer. She was always a
small polnt guard; now she looks
tiny,

Annette
CSU point guard

‘I wes trying to lose somo
welght,” Rugglero sald. “I had
galned llke 10 pounds since last year,
I'lost llko cight pounds, then I start-
ed getting real busy with school and
basketbail and everything. 1 didn’t
expect to losa that much.

‘But I fee] like Pm In the best
shape of my llfe. The coach really
works us hard. Plus, we only have
nine players 2o there are a Jot of
times when I have to play 40 min-
utes (like Wednesday night). It's hard
to tell if the welght loss has anything
to do with endurance. But I feel

00d.”

There is something different about
ber game, too. She didn't shoot the
ball a lot at Mercy, but she waa nev.,
er afraid to put It up. Watching her
play Wednesday, one could semse
Rugglero's reluctance to shoot. She
put up just three shots: she missed
one, made onc and had one blocked,

“I am supposed to be shooting
more,” she sald, “I have beard a lot
about that. I think the coach is start-
Ing to accept the fact that I'm not

shooting guard. But be wants me to .

put it up more.

“I know I have to Jook for the shot
more, Right now my teammates
don’t expect me to shoot so they
don't really look for me on the court,
But if I started shooting more, they-
would start looking for me — the
whole thing would kind of snowball.”

THE ISSUE s causlng some anx-
ious moments for both Rugglero and
Berger. Berger, in his first year with
CSU, has more or less told Ruggiero
to shoot it or slt. N

“He sld that when the league sea-
son started the team was golng to
reed someone In there who was will-
ing to shoot the ball., He said If I
wasn't willing to do that, he would
find someone who was. He sald he
doesn't care about my percentage.
He just wants me to shoot. My shoot-

ing percentage has been horrible
lately (25 percent after 12 games),”
Rugglero sald. N

It's an adfustment that Rugglero
knows she has to make. She'll make
it. She has had to make several ad-
Justments since arriving at Fort Col-
lins, Colo. . -

She played on four stralght win-
ning teams at Mercy, In her first
year at CSU the team lost 21 games
— far more thao Rugglero bad ever
lost in high school. .

It was just miserable,” Rugglero
said, “There were a lot of team prob-
lems. It's a lot better this year. Last
year, there were a lot of girls who
didn't get along with the coach,
‘There was a lot of back-stabbing.
Thls year, everybody gets alonz
great.” .

WITH A NEW coach, Berger,
came renewed hope for the CSU pro-
gram. It also fostered serious con-
cern among the returning players.

“At the start of this year we
worked out with the asslstant coach.
We didn't meet the new coach until
practice started. When he showed up
we were all 50 scared. He's o real
tough guy, & real disclplinarian. I
like that, It makes md a better play-
er, but he scared us to death,” Ruggl-
erosald,

“We kind of felt Like, well, he
didn't recrult us so he might mot
think we are any good. It was
for,a while. I bad to really work to
earn my spot. I heard stuff that he
sald about me. He kind of thought 1
was overweight. I den't think he
thought I was good enough. That re-

ally motivated me. I figured I just
H 'pmn‘ to him that I could

bad to
plagt e,
See, it hasn't y been a cake-
walk for Ruggiero. But then Ruggi-
ero has al on8 to respond
to a challenge. Golng out {o Fort Col-
lins was an Immense challenge. She
could have made it easler on herself
by golng to Western Michigan (which
had a keen interest In her services)
and staying falrly close to home. She
was well known in Michigan. Nobody
aver heard of Annette Rugglero In
Colorade, She virtually had to start
from scraf

“I know now that T made the right
cholce,” ghe sald. “I was 80 close to
going to Western. But after coming
home now, I realize Western was
Just too close to home. It is really
exciting to come home now, Going
away forced me to be independent.”

HER NEXT challenge Liytn help
CSU build a winning basketball pro-
gram, .

“Turning It around bere-is very
Important to me," she sald, “We're
close right now, We're missing just a
litle something. We haven't won
eli:lﬂl yet to really know how to
wins

Who better to teach someone how
to win than Annette Ruggiero?
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