Raiders

Rothing went cxactly accordlog to
plzh Wednesday night at Oakland
Community College.

Except maybe that OCC won, as
expected, over a Schooleraft College
team that Ralder coach Lynn Recd

“suprised me.”

e score, though, was indlcative
of the kind of game it was: 112-108,
with the deeper OCC team able to
outrun and outshoot their SC rivals.

. “Instead of trylng to defend peo-
ple; we're trying to outscore people,”
sald: SC ‘conch Bob Wetzel. “We
cofldn't control the tempo, cither,
and you have to control it agalnst o
team like this."” .

CONTROL WAS a concept both
teams chose to ignore. So was de-
fense and patlence and stmple things
like looking for a good shot, In this
game, any shot was a good one.

» Bow 12-8 overall and 4-3 In
the Eastern Conference, was the fa-
vorite coming In, only because SC
dropped six players because ! poor
grades and plcked up flve athers two
weeks ago. The Ralders started out
to fulfill that prophesy, scoring the
game's first eight polnts and rolllng
10 a 14-5 lcad In the game’s flyst four
minutes.

But if anything was evident by the
middle of the opening half, it was
that no team would dominate. SC an-
swéred OCC's surge with one of its
own, scoring 10 stralght polnts to go
up 15-14.

THE RAIDERS reassumed the
lead quickly, and they kept 1t from
the'midpolnt of the first half through
the game's end. But thelr lead was
never a sturdy one.

The reason for OCC's inabllity to
put the Ocelots away was slmple.
“That was not the same team I
scouted,” said Reed. “We got up on
them carly but they adjusted well.
They were very quick.” 4

The SC team Reed scouted fea-
tured big men Aaron Brown and Don
Edwards inslde and Mike Stmpson at
guard. Those three -~ who accounted
{or 50 percent of the Ocelots’ scoring
and 65 percent of thelr rebounding
— ‘came up short In the classroom,
The addltion of the quicker Derrick
Kearney and Les English changed
the team’s personality.

Stil), OCC dlctated the pace, which
pleased their coach, “I think it's to
our advantage to play an up-tempo
game,” he said, then added, *'but we
caslly could have lost that game to-
night”

$C’S BEST CHANCE for the upset
caine with 12:15 left to play. The
Ocplots trailed 52-47 at the half, but
foqr points by Derrick Keartiey and
three move Srom Blll Sweet in a 7-2
rub cut SC's defleit to 71-69.
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Dorrick Williams (25) drives through a trio of Schoolcratt do-
fenders en routo to tho basket, It was a scono often repeated;
thore was no shortage of shots in Wednesday's game.

OCC missed on its possesslon, glv-
ing the Occlots a chance to tie. But
they threw the ball away, and the
wasted opportunity ignited an 8-0
streak for OCC, giving the Raiders a
10-point lead.

Zollle Stevens, who poured in 34
points, broke the Ralder string with
a three-polnter, but OCC got right
back on track, uslng three SC turn-
overs {o score slx more in a row to

was the key thing,”
said Wetzel. 'We talked about it an
talked about it, but we just didn't do
a very good job rebounding. We gave
up too many put-backs,”

A LOT OF those put-backs were

2nd-half rally carries

Bt. Mary's College opened a key
pottlon of its schedule Wednesday by
dumping visiting Universty of Mick-
|gan-Dearborn 84-78.

‘The Eagles, losers of 10 of thelr
prévious 11 games and now B-11
overall, will be going agalnst mainly
NAIA Distriet 23 foes for the re-
radinder of the season. Victories are

ntial if they are to quallfy for
the four-team state NAIA tourna-
mént. .

With that in mind, co-coaches Tim
Domke and Rich Zalenski opted to
use just seven players against UM-D
(3-21 overall). In previous games, as
many as a dozen Eagles would be
shuttled in and out of the Lineup.

The change in strategy worked, al-
thpugh it took awhile. The two teams

ioneers
ousted

After a poor start and dogfight to
get back Into the game, Oakland

were tled at 43 at the half before a
41-30 sccond-hall won it for St
Mary's.

Slx of the Eagles scored In double
figures. Jim Butcher finlshed with
17, Greg Spraggins had 18 (with nine
assists and five steals), Theo Pear-
son had 14 {gnd eclght rebounds),

put-ing by OCC's Sam Smlth, who
popped in 33 polnts; Reggle Ander-
son and Derrick Williams, who had
20 aplece; Carson Butler, who netted
18; or Jimmy Sherrelt (from Avon-
dale), who scored 12.

Joining Stevens in double-figures
for SC were Kearney {21) and Des-
mond Stcele and Engllsh (12 each).

The loss dropped the Ocelots to 5-
11 overall and 3-4 in the Eastern
Conference,

On Saturday (Jan. 10), OCC
whipped Macomb CC 103-88 at Ma-
comb, Smith's 26 points led the Raid-
ers. Willlams had 24, Gary Holt col-
lected 23 and Butler scored 14. Scott
Allen led Macomb with 26.

Eagles

ard and Jon Bow netted 12 aplece.
Three players
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By Brad Emons
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What’s life like In the Continen-
tal Basketball Association?
, If you bave some time, former

Cathollc Central High School and
University of Detrolt star Greg
Wendt can tell you all about it
sinco Jolnlng the Pensacola (Fla.)
‘Tornados of the CBA.

Although be's only one step
away, the NBA may scem miles
g'yny for aspiring players like

eodt.
“Last year at this time I was
talking to my Kevin

“I'VE ADJUSTED (o it,” he said.
“There's a lot of travellng and yon
have to come to the realization that
you're up one dny and dawn the
next. You've got (o keep your emo-
tions on an even keel use
sometimés youw're playlng five
games a week."

‘Wendt zays he 15 comfortable In
ks Pensacoln He
lives [n a one-bedroom efficlency

ent at the Best Western Ho-
tel on Netth Davis Highway. The
northern Florida cllmate also is
nlcer than Mlchigan at this time of
year and the team flies to most of

McAdoo about what we'd be doing
after graduatlon and he asked me
about the CBA and 1 zald ‘No
way,'” Wendt sald. “I heard a lot
of horror stories about it, but it's
not s bad as I thooght.”

Wendt turned down an offer to
play pro ball in Belglum just be-
fore the Tornados opencd tralning
camp In mld

itsd around the CBA.

“Its not a place where I'd want
to make my permanent home, but I
Hke It,” Wendt sald. “Other than
the naval base, there's not too
much bere, although we play o a
nlce facllity.”

Although the Tornados are below
\500, Pensacola leads the CBA In

He's satistied with his decislon,
at jeast for the moment.

averaging nearly 4,000
per game at the 10,000-scat Clvic
Center. .
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Grog Wendt Is one step away from the NBA — one long step.
He's playing for the Pensacola Tornades In the CBA.

Hoop purgatory
Greg Wendt surviving in CBA

“WE HAVENT BEEN doing

they'd be lucky to get a 100'people.
I'm kind of shocked at what I'va

Wendt, a small forward at &
feet-8, normally comes off the
bench, He's been averagiog nine
polnts points and three rebounds
per e. In the season opener ho
hit seven of 10 shota from the floor
and finlshed with 16 polots. He
scored 17 polnts in one quarter
agalost Charleston (8.C.) and once

ibbed clght rebounds. .

“I¢t's a lot more phyzical than in
college,” Wendt 2ald. “And & lot of
it's mental. You can't allow your-
self to get emotionally into the
wins and losses like you do in col-
lege. There’s more energy sur-
rounding the team when you're in
college, This is much different.”

Wendt often plays alongalde for-
mer center Marvin Webster,
39, who s trying to make a come-

ck after befng out two years.

“MARVIN HAS ADDED a lo
and he's the consummate pro,”
Wendt sald. “He does his job every
night. He's a quiet person who I've
gotten to know, He's & nlco guy and
helps us out whenever bhe can.”

Wendt's main goal this season is
to Increase his minutes oz the floor
and catch the eye of some NBA
team.

“They’ve not lodl for guys to
come k{ and :ur,‘*‘:gld Wﬂdt of
tho NBA szcouts. “They’re looking
for a guy who plays a role. Look at
Fred Cofield (formerly of Eastern
Michigan and the Knicks), be just
got called up by Chicago and you
realize how quick things can
change. .

“T just have to be patlent, but I'm
like everybody else (in the league).
‘This s basketball purgatory and I
want to get out-of here as soon as
possible.”
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for 66 of
UM-D’s 73 polnts: Abrahim Baydoun
{32), former Eagle Mike Belczak (18)
and Tim Van Rheln {16). -

St. Mary’s hit nearly 60 percent of
ts floar shots in the win. The Eagles
play at Grand Rapids Aquinas to-
night.

Safaa Qasawa had 13, and Mo Stew-

rneary
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y's  womens
tehm found ltself in possession ol‘um

ball with 20 seconds
tralllng by a polnt In its game at
12}b-ranked Wright State Thursday.

But the Lady Ploneers' chance for
a -viclory was washed away when
guard 'Kim Kleln, who had provided
some heroles earlier in the come-
back, turned the ball over. WSU's
G¥en Lenzy was fouled and hit bath
shpts, and after another OU turn-
over, Nettle Carter canned two more
frée throws for WSU o cap a 85-60
whn.

The loss dropped 19th-ranked QU
toit1-3 overall. WSU is 14.2,

The game matched the Great
Lakes reglon's No. 2-ratod Lady
Riiders and the No. 3-rated Lady
Plbocers, but it was not a akillful
coptest by elther, WSU led the entire
game, thanks to a 20-8 start In the
gdme’s [irst efght minutes,

QU got back into It by halftime,
oulscoring WSU 23-12 to trail by just
%38 at the Inf on. It re-
mpined close [n the second balf, with
two Klein foul shots making it 50-49
with 842 left. The Lady Ralders
pushed thelr lead to 61-56 with 1:38
to'go before OU rallled ngain.

Both OU's mens and womens
teams host Millsdale College at 6
.. tonight.
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BERGSTROM’S
"FURNACE AND AIR-CONDITIONING
COMBINATION SPECIAL
" 'SALE.ENDS SAT.,JAN, 24th

A CARRIER GAS SAVING FURNACE
INSTALLED AND OPERATING

NEVER AGAIN
AT THESE PRICES

PORTABLE STANDBY GENERATORS by
STANDBY POWER, INC.
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5200
Regular 349
- .
Tax Extra,

Clrcuft are To Name a Few

HURRY While Supplies Last!
Save up to *147* on any other Portable
Good Thru 1-16-87
STANDBY POWER, INC.
Call for Dealer In
12130 Dixie s

Generator
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