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OR THEM, the blnck-and-
white images of the civil

rights movement have sof-
tened in memory to a mi-
rage of grayness.
But even then, they believed the
quest for justice should be colorless.
One memory, though, is clear. And
that is of o man who brought a
housewlfe, a newspaper editor, a
secre a teacher and a college
student lognlhcr. along with a multi-
tude of other ordlnary cltizens, for a

cause,
Dr, Martin Luther King Jr. had a
dream, and they shared in it,

Dennis Jaworskl of Westland, Aldo
Vagnozzl of Farmington, Ethel
Schwartz of Southffeld, Margaret
Tyson of Bloomtield Township and
Don Morse of Royal Oak played a
part, although seemingly small at
the time, in changlng history.

FOR SOME, 1t meant marching
with King in Washlngten, D.C., and
Detroit.

For qthers, it meant being arrest-
ed at a sit-in or pushing a fellow
demonstrator {rom Selma to Mont-
gomery, Ala., in a wheelchalr [n @ *
peace mnrch.

Oune person, along with seven
other college atudents, risked his life
golng to Mississippi In order to regis-
ter blacks to vote before the 1964
elections, Two people were killed in
that state for dolng the same.

Jaworski, a social studies

teacher at Wayne Memorial High
School, vaguely remembers what
took place then. The names of those
who went down there with him have
slipped away through time.
“A lot of blacks didn't want us
down there,” Jaworskl recalled. “I
dldn't understand it then but I do
now. They flgured ‘you’ll eventually
go back north and feel good about
what you did. We're golng to have to
stay here and live with our actions.”

“The whites in the South dldn’t
want us there cither. We found it
very difflcult to get gas or get ac-
commodatfons,”

Don Morse, an English professor
at Qakland University, recalls a sim-
ilar feeling at the time. He went to
Alabama after a flash of reality
came on hla television about the Sel-
ma-to-Montgomery march In 1965,

“1 LIVED on the East Const {Bos-
ton area), and 1 was home watching
television,” sald Morse, who was a
teacher at a small buslness school at
the time. “The marchers came to a
bridge where they. . were met by a

my chalr and shouted at the TV,
‘You can't do that bere. This s the
United States.
“A group of us went down there to
mrch. One lhl"x;‘g’ that I reén&mlﬁ;é:
t we expected to spend the t
in a black church, but Instead we
stayed at a white Unitarian church
in Birmin, , Ala,
“They couldn't get openly involved
. These were really brave people,
They were clearly marked because
they were against segregation.”

ON THE FLIGHT to Alabama,
Morse struck up a conversation wlth
a law student in a wheelchalr. The
next day, jolnlng the march toward
the end, be pushed the fellow de-
monstator onward to Montgomery.

Together, they moved In peace
with King. So did Ethel Schwartz of
Southtield, with some 260,000 others
Aug. 28, 1963, In Washington, D.C.

“1 was there,” sald Schwartz, a
secretary for the UAW Internation-
al, “and I'm still there,

“It was one of the most exciting
things I've ever done. We tock the
train there, and oo it I met so many
different people who were Lnvolved
with the movement.

“The excitement that went
through the crowd that day — it was
50 electrifylng.”

CLOSER T0 HOME, many people
have memories of the Detrolt march
that preceded the rally in Washing-
ton, D.C. Aldo Vagnozzl, editor of the
AFL-CIO News at the time, recalls
the apeech King gave, June 23, 1963,
which drew 125,000 people.

“The speech he gave here was a
forerunner to the one he gave at the
Washington rally, the ‘I Have a
Dream’ speech,” sald Vagnozzl, now
an cditorial consultant with Cy Aar-
on Publications, "It went over really
well here,

“It was the begloning of the clvil
rights movement. Of course, Detroit
had always been a leader in the clvil
rights movement.”

And if anyone had a stake In the
grass-roats movement locally, it wis

Tyson of BI
‘Townshlp. While racism waa gener-
ally equated with the South, the
housewife/activist has contlnued to
make sure there's been cquality in
her own back yard,

TYSON, WHO also marched In the
Detrolt rally of 1963, was honored by
the Oakland County American Clvil
Liberties Unlon in 1984 for her ef-
forts. She's been involved with fair
houslng for blacks with Ihﬁ Birming.
hi 0

crowd of peaple and p with
cattle prods and bllly clubs who at-
tacked them . . . I jumped up from

(BOOM), and
tlon with the Velee of Oakland Coun-

chairwoman of Friends of Qakland

County Wellare Rights Organization,

She, along with five other VOCAL

members, were arrested and jalled
in 1969 during a ait-in at the board of
eduction offices to desegragate Pon-
tlac schools,

“Im glad I did what I did,” said
Tyson, looking back at her invalve-
ment during the heyday of the civil
rights movement. “I fcel a great
deal of satisfication in what we ac-
complished.”

A8 DO people in the
movement, All of them recall bltter
vignettes of racism t.hey’d witnessed,

y remember the segregation,
such as "whltu only” drinking (aun-

talns, theaters and r
ers recall seclog blacks hnrnased
and, in some cases, beaten,
. lt always gnawed at tbcm and
thelr sense of falrness.
1t was King and his non-violent ap-
proach that made them belleve they
could make a difference. Some 24
years later, it can be said they did,
All someane, such as Jaworskl, for
Instance, would bave to do !s look at

state and national office.

“MY FEELING has always been I
don't like to see peaple lakexz ndvan’
tage of or mﬂnr
Jaworskl sald. “The thng thnt ltruck
me was Martin Luther King's speech
In Washington, It was pmbahly the
best apeech I had ever heard.

“I hada't given much thought to
Martin Luther King before that
time."

“I think he came aloog at the right
time,” added Schwartz about King,
who would've been 58 this year. “He
was vocal, and he had a business ap-
proach.

“He was a dynamic speaker,” sald
Tyson, who remembered seeing King
at a Detralt church with people piled
to the rafiers, “He was the type of
speaker who could bring tears to
your eyes.”

MORSE, WHO'S lectured In Aus-
tria on King and the movement it-
self, notes the phenomenon the elvil
righu leader helped fuel in the coun-

— espeelally how people from
all walks of life rallled together.

It's a spirit, many of them say,
that is lacking today.

‘““The greatness of the march was
the aroused citizen,” Morse sald.
“They were the true heroes of this,

“I think he mobilized whites to be-
leve in the sanctity of the individaal
and a sense of fairnesy,

one cog, I, like everyone else

‘As
ty Actlon League (VOCAL) and !s involved, had a small part init.”

Dennls Jaworskl
high school teacher

Collage

Spontanelty creates surprlses

8y Loralne McClish

Aslde from a basic deelslon on col-
or and form, Sharen Stewart works
50 spantancously that the results are
sometimes even a surprise to her.

The Farmington Hills artist,
whose favorite expression of art Ia
mixed media collage, shows more
than 50 pleces of her work in an ex-
hibit sponsored by Cultural Arta Di-
vision of Southfield through the end
of the month, The city’s art gallery is
in the Jobby of the Parks and Recre-
otlon Building of Southfield Civie
Center, Evergreen Road between 10
and 11 Mile.

Her work can best be described es
abstract, sometimes without a re-
cognizable theme, but not always.

‘T use many kinds of paper In my
collages, both imparted 2nd domes-
tle, both meldmade and bandmade.
Most (::;qncnlly I uso paper that has

1 use many kinds of paper in my
collages, both imported and domestic,
both moldmade and handmade. Most
frequently 1 use paper that has been
painted with acrylics.’

— Sharon Stewart
Hills artist

been palnted with acrylics. Oceas
alonally 1 will usa prlnted matter,
small pieces of patnted fabric, sand,
‘wood, thread and other found ob]u:u
in a plece,” she said,

Because paper 13 the basts for her
collages and mat Is paper, she
often cons Jers the mat, or some-

times zeveral mats, to be part of the
overall design.

She always cuts her own mats,
round, stralght or oval and also does
ber own framilng.
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