-ntertai

Ethel Simmona editor/644-1100

é_A(Wb,T.Ho.B,F)

O&E Monday, Januwry 18, 1967

‘v’ is for violence in Hollywood

Viclence comes in all shapes and
forms, particularly in current
motlon pletures, where it Is pack-
agcd as a regular product.

+1f the MPPA Rotlngs were mean-
toglul, we could probably check how
rany murders rate an “R" or how
graphle sexunl display may be and
aull cater to young dollars with a

A comparative study of vlolence
in films drums up some pretty ludl-
. cpous contradletions. One man’s “X”
Is another’s “R” and there {3 no con-
sisteacy from one film to the next.
Parcnts are justiffably puzzled as to
what kind of guldance they should
offer thelr chlldren.
- "What does one tell children 18 or
under about “Assassination” (PG-
13)7 A conéerned parent might gulde
them elsewhere than this ridlculous
and poorly produced fllm. From the
box-office statlstics, however, that’s
not been the case so we'd better
advlse further.

get ‘R’ and ‘P

MOM AND Pop might start off
telllng the children’ that the latest
Charles Brenson-Jill Ireland vehicle
is bighly implacsible. Tae screen-
play by Richard Sale, who has writ-
ten 31 feature films over a long ca-
reer, [s based on his novel, "My Af-
fair with the Pmidem's wite”

Ex-US. Senntor Bunsen of Hawnu

{Michac! Ansara), chief of staff for-

President Calvin Cralg (Charles
Howerton), Is teylng to assassinate
the First Lady (Jill Ireland) because
she may divorce the president,
whose Injury, herolcally landing an

Crime and sex

_f‘ 3

F 111 Ieft him impoteat. Good rea-
sanlng, Fght, kid:?
Naturally, 2 wl-!qwu has a better
chance of re-electlc i; than a divorced
politician. All this was worked out in
Sen. Bunsen's evil mind during the
inauguration as he hired - Reno
Brgckeu (Erik Stern) to kill the First

y.

Now, chlldren, are you still with
us? It just so happens that Bracken
is a sworn enemy of Secret Service
Agent Jay Killlan (Charles Bronson),
who is just returning {rom leave af-
ter an-unpleasant divorce. Don't ask

KILLIAN LEADS the First Lody’s
security team, along with his glrl-
frlend, Agent Charlotte Chang (Jan
Gan Boyd, who has distinct problems
reading her lnes — of course, it's
not cesy to giggle and slmper at the
same time).

There's Jots of shooting and explo-
sions to punctuate the bad actlng.
Bronsen, in particular, scems disin-
terested and sluggish, a far ery from
the od, hard-driving violent charac-
ters for which he Is 8o well-known,

How In the world does a parent
guide a child through such a fllm ex-
perience?

“The Bcdzoorn Window™ (R), on

much about the materials to which
thelr chlldren are exposed,

TERRY LAMBERT (Steve Gut-
tenberg) ks having an affalr with Syl-
via (waclln Huppert), who just hap-

pens ed to Terry’s boss,
Collln (Paul Shcrmr)

After some late-nif! i<-troom an-
tics, while Terry Is I « auu-nom,

Sylvia looks ont
dow and soes
Greenquist) attack D
McGovern,

Henderson s frightened off, Lnlcr
that night he kills another glrl. T
feels that Sylvia's testimony wnnld
help the police, but she can't come
forward because of her affalr with
Terry. So Terry pretends to be the -
witness and gets more deeply In-
volved than he expeeted.

The scenarlo yroceeds along an
unusual tack, with just enovgh real-
istic detall to convince us that such
complications are plausible,

Whlle there arc some weak spots,
on the whole the fiim is entertalning.
Hendvrson s attorney (Wallace
Shawn) pulls off a slick experiment
but it's questionable how he obtained
his key fact about Terry's contact
lenses. The filn is well-paced, and
some of the other questions get Jost
In the shulfle.

HUPERT HAS jlut the right
amount of distance and disdain from
the pleasures she shares with Gut-
tenberg. We never learn why she s
cheating on her husband, but It
doesn't matter,

Unfortunately, hgr sgphlsdcnl.lon

\Liizabeth

Charles Bronson Is Secrot 8orvice Agent Jay Kiliflan, pro-
tecting the president’s wife, First Lady Lara Royce Craig,
played by Jill ireland, In "Assassination.”

P '3
and chi She scems just

the other hand, Is a well mur-
der mystery that riscs above the av-
crage, with unexpected twists; tense,
suspenscful moments, and enough
comle rellef to auevlau: the violence
and terror.

At least this Hlm isup front In lls
sexual content, nudity and violence.
If - and that's & big If — theaters
enforco age Umits on “"R” ratings,
parcnts’ wouldn't have to worry as’

right, while hls self-consclous and

embarrassed little lavghs qualily
less as actlng and moare as the young

perverse, while Shawn docs a neat
characterizatlon as an offbeat attor-

employee (read “less experlenced  ney. What does one toil
actor”) uncomfortably denling with “The Bedroom Window” has [ts children 13 or under
the boss's wife (a renowned actress),  perversity and violence, but the film un

McGovern Is effective as the no- I3 welldone and deservedly ‘R”- . about ”Ananlnallan"
nonsense, cocktall waltress who.can . ra\ed. Thank : goodness no* plmnlv (PQ-18)?
take care 'of he is It [t were, I'd

rself.
pervert Is properly withdrawn and

have to explain our soclety.
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PLAN YOUR VACATION TODAY--ANTICIPATION IS PART.OF THE FUN!

5_ io Denlsa Ci , tho victim of an
+ attack by Brad Greonguist, In the ralo of Handorson, a por-
ol vert, in “The Bedroom Window.”

;@n the big screen

CordenNen jor— iy

= Tovies Just Opened: “The Color
le" (Return Engagement),
-“Malcolm" (at AMC anlc), ‘Thr.-
jon" (Beacon, Dearborn, Show-
wEase-Fontlac,
“Heights, holds over at Movles at

~Prudential), “Natlve Son” (Amerl-
ana. Eastland, Renajssance Thea-

Showcase-Sterling . “Th

tres), “Wanted Dead or Allve.”

Mavies Holding: “Assasination,”
“Heartbreak Ridge,” “Little Shop
of Horrors,” “The Morning After,”
Mosquito Coast,” “No Mer-
cy,” “Return to Horror High"
“True Storles” (Maple Theatre),
“Wisdom."”
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‘An opportunlty to 500 & hear a varlety of bands, Ideal for

weddlngs dinner dances & speclal occasions. Avallable for

functions anywhere [n the Metro Detroit area .
Thursday, January 22, 1987
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