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ibd to informa-

tion pr at tho meeting,

whether “the proposed .
would generate any taxes for the
city. Most of the ncighbors address-
ing the .commission spoke out
agalnst the conceptual plan for these
reasons,

One resident told of “tenuous
times" be has bad during the past 16
years in lnshire with the storm
:Iminaxe and sewer backup prob-
ems,

“Anytime I hear about addtonal
properties being developed, I think
about toilets belng flushed and I
wonder where it's golng to go,” he
sald. “And any addltional traffic
onto Middlebelt in that area s really
gol_lx_:hg to create eha:."

& sewage problem i3 expected
to be helped by the upgrading of the
Farmington-Evergreen Sewer Sys-
tem. Changes should keep sewage
from hnck.\nlg up In the adjoining

The - new Mercy dovelopment
would send additional sewage north-
ward into the Farmi

“To accept this proposal , , . te-
quires a change ia the zoning,” he
sald. “This is their proposal — not
the city’s.”
were drawn to the

Evergreen line, The line will run
castbound north of 1-96.

Ancther resldent tried to take a
neutral view: “It sounded to me that
they were attempting to mitigate the
burden. At best, we would have
malntainance of the status quo,”

Storm -sewer runoff. would still
flow southward, but the Sisters' of
Mercy would be required {o have ad-
equate retention ponds to bold addl-
tional walter gencrated from the ad-
ditional bulldings, planning commis-
slonerssaid. - -

Planaing commission = chalrman
Phillp Artiold reminded the group
thls was not a public bearing for re-
zoming, but one to address the apecial
zoning district proposed by the Sls-
ters of Merey,

Keeping tabs on the city

Continued from Page 1
sues with city offlcinls, residen
whocver might be in the know.
“1 always thought 1 would be in-
terested in clty planning. I guess it
stems from my interest in bullding
and archltecture,” saild Joynt, a 12-
yezr Farmington Hills resident.

ONE OF the newest councll
watchers, Joynt — retired for Nttle
more than a year from Ford Motor
Co., where he was manager of con-
struction -and maintecance — i3
galning public recognition from his

wing interest and (nvolvement
with city and resldential issues,

Yet his Interest In governmental
affatrs fen’t new. A former Redford
Township resident, Joynt was a
member of a2 group there deter-
mined to improve the Grand River
Avenue-Lahser arca. \

His work in clvil engincering with
Ford and a year's stint with the De-
trolt Department of Public Works
fueled his interest in how public ser-
vices, including streets and accom.
panylng special assessment dlstricts,
affect development In residential

areas.

In Farmington Hills, it's been
more than his hours spent keeplng
tabs on local government — asking
questions, researching — that’s
carning him the quick respect of
both elty officlals and resldents.

A MEMBER of the Springbrook
Romeowners -Assoclation for * the
past eight years, Joynt. rocoy
that many problems encountered In
his neighborhood were mirrored in
other neighborhoods throughout the

ty.

“Over the last few years, Bl
{Lachman) and I would chat that it’s
too bad we can't talk with other as-
soclations,” Joynt sald. “Then I
learned about the homeowners coun-
cll and thought about reviving it."

With help from other' Springbrook

Joynt pumped new life Into the for-
mer umbrella organization. The
group's {lrst general membership
. meeting — with the election of offi-
cers and a new set of bylaws — is
scheduled for later this menth.

“Primarily, our concern will be ci-
tywide Issues, Qur prime Interest is
In keeping our city a nice place to
live,” Joynt sald.

Though he has high hopes for the
organization, Joynt is realistic about
the potentlal plifalls. Of greatest
concern 1s that the group will be-
come enamoured with the political
sfde of issues and forget the larger
concern — theclty. -

He Is also concerned that the or-
ganlzation doesn't become a one-ls-

sue group, .

“If and when an jssue comes up,
we're golng to have to turn it over
for comment, evaluation and then
glve areport.”

JOYNT IS consldering methods of
weeding through issues so the organ-
fzation doesa’t go out a limb fn sup-
port of one almply because a partle-
ular subdivision wants it.

After months and months of leg-
work, rescareh, talking and encour-
aging otker subdlvision assoctations
1o get involved, Joynt is now content
to take a back seat.

My prime Interest was to get it
started,” he said. “Now I'm quite
comfortable to sit back.”

1t's not that Joynt ls abandoning
the organization — he’s membershlp
chairman — but he wants to make
the most of hls retirement now that
he has the time to do the things he's
always wanted to do.

“1 end up with too many hours tied
up In other things,” sald Joynt, fa-
ther of seven and grandfather to 12.

A former clvil englneer who has
always been interested In bullding
and architecture, Joynt has been
trylng to set aside time to re-do the
inslde of his ranch house. An avid
sallor, he at one time buiit his own
kayak. But his bullding isn't limit to
personal projects.

SO FAR, be's helped design and
build a neighbor’s deck ang plans to
help another tear out and replace the

en.
And his children — aprcn'd
throughout the Unlted States — don’t
mind thelr father's help In rebuild-

’

ing, adding on and redecorating their
own homes.
“I enjoy the planning and deslgn of

‘things as-much ag the actual con-

atruction of it,” Joynt sald.

And while still maintalning his in-
terest In city polltics and Issues,
Joynt Is trying to cultivate his cook-
ing skills and find time to do the
reading ke loves to do,

A man who enjoys blcycling and
walking, Joynt Is joining efforts to
encourage the city to make some
progress on building bike rou
throughout the clty. )

Though Joynt prefers to remaln
low-key, he's not giving up hls inter-
‘est In clty polltics and residential is-
sues. He wlill continue his participa-
tion in the Sp

meeting because of information aent
from tho Lincolnshire Homeowners
Assoclation. The assoclation met
with other intercsted subdlvision
groups Jan. 7 to garmer support
against the proposal, according to
assoclatlon presldent Margaret Roas
McKny,

* “WE ARE opposed (o this projoct
beeause of the addltional traffic
problems it would create, the burden
it would place on our already Inade-
quate sewer system, and the zoning
change that would introduce office
wning into our residential ares,”
McKay said In her letter to home-
owners.

“Wo wish to'have the integrity of

“WE ARE tly from

ning distric

Monday. January 19, 1987 O&E

t

(FRA .

/

greal
the master plan,” satd commissioner
Jerl VanHouten, who spoke out

- agalnst the plan and the new zonlng

dlstrict several times during Thurs-
day's meeting. “Ellminate the office
building — let them bring us another
proposal.”
* *“This is a devlation we would have
to defend In court,” col joner
Joanna Smith added. Smith” recom-
mended the commisslon elther ad-
journ the lssue to recelve additional
clarificatlon or reject it “hands
down.,” . i .
Although ' commlssloner John
Trafelet sald he saw the need for
senlor congregate care facilities, ho
couldn't vote for the proposal “be-
cause of the office, primarily.” -
Norman Hyman, attorney repre-
senting the Sisters of Mercy, was
with the nelghb

comments about the present facili-

the master plan upheld,” she sald at  ties and future growth,

the meeting. ~ “Either there ia a fundamental
& prop Itipl plan ing or . . . a certaln

was originally propesed two years " he sald,

2go, according to architect Charles
Johnston. “This plece of land Is not
golog to vacant,” he told the
residents, “It will be developed in
one form or another, The Slsters can
1o longer continue to keep it as park-
land — mowed grass."

‘The commission majority argued
against the EP-5 because it is not in
compliance with the city’s master
plan, they considered it “spot zon-
ing" of a resident!al district, and at
least one commissioner felt it would
change the residential character of
the area.

It was also noted that the mixed

d might be

public services are being performed,
including senior citizen programs,
which otherwlse would be pald for
with tax dollars. .

“What's belng proposed 13 to serve
the clderly of this communlty.”

The plans would consolltate some
of the group's present activities, in-
cluding the houslng of nurs, offices
for religlous superiors and meetings
and gatherings, said Sr. Mary Kelly
representing the Slsters of Mercy at
the meeting.

She sald the planning commission

ed tho group to present & single
pl;fxb for using the property.
e

uses prop
in other areas of the city in the fu-
ture, creating problems,
The proposed office buildlng was
the deterrent for most of the com-
| many felt it would sct a

and the homeowners councll — and
spend his evenings watching the city
council and other boards and com-
mlssions,

precedent of bulldlng commercial
ventures south of the I-98 freeway In
an area the city has traditionally
maintalned as residential,
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plan includes:

® the 200,000-square-foot offfce
bullding with parking to handle ad-
ministrative offices for the 18 hospl-
tals Ststers of Mercy operate;

# 120 senlor congregate carc
beds, which will include such ameni-
tics as centralized meals;
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The Slsters of Marcy conceptual site plan,

® 120 uhits of one-story, detached
elderly housing;

# and n nursing facllity,

‘The Sisters of Mercy
ministratlon Is now housed
Merey Center,

The Sisters also hired & traffic
study firm, which revealed the pro-
posed development would generate
alightly less traffic than if the prop-
erty were fully developed with sin-.
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are added.

Paul Bibeau, city attorney
Farmington Hills,
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gle family houses, according to b
formation presented. Many resldentd
disputed these claims and sa(d sdii&h

cur-

rent traffie problems before more

“Tor

sald he wasTnot
sure how much In,taxes would:be
generated from such a development,
but that i would not all be tax frée.




