Schools gear up for
sesquicentennial, 1C

Raiders
rule, 1B
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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington arca
connection, send @ note to our

ntown office .t 33203 Grand
River, Fermington 48024,

ICHIGAN
Department of Soclal
Services hag

announced lts intent
to llcense a proposed adult foster-
care family home on Colgate in
Farmington Hills,

City officials sald the slte i3
not within 1,500 fect of another
group home — and thug
complies with state law.

The family which owns the
bouse will live there and care
for two physlcally disabled or
mentally retarded adults,
according to the Heensing
appllcation.

EXPOSURE in the Big
Apple. ‘ .

An award-winning picture
taken by Mlcbael Schwartzherg
of Farmington fzcn
display at Citicorp Center, New
York City, through Feb. 1.

It's part of a presentation of
winners In the 1936 Kodak
International Newspaper
Snapshot Awards.

Schwartzberg's picture,
“Morning Tree,”" was a top
winner [n the Detroit Free
Press 1986 summer snapshot
contest.

CARE for an autdoor
snack?

Baker’s Loaf, negotiating a
lease with Netson/Ross
Properties for a space at the
south end of the new Village
Commons shopplng center on
Grand River, gatned
Farmington City Couneil
approval Jao. 19 for a patio.

The patio, facing Grand
Rlver, will be made of paving
bricks. It will be landscaped.

Baker's Loof has operated a
restaurant on Northwestern
Highway in Southfield since
1978.

HELPING kida Iearn
about government,

Farmirgton City Council has
carmarked §160 to agaln
support Boys State, a week-long
program for high school boys to
learn about the democratic
system of g with

(clty ol
Imagine.”’

earing on h

RANDY BORST/stat photographor

gton Hills

Brlan Fuller {foreground)

i Y
}‘ attended developmental kindergarton, Ho's shown with his

i slstar, Stacy (loft), and parents Jack and Nancy,

Lifesavers:

By Bob Sklar
staff wrlter

other young men from
gan,

American Legion Groves-
Walker Post 346's Boys State
Committee encouraged
contlnued support.

KEEP these numbers
handy for reference when
calling the Farmington
Observer: news Une, 477-5450;
sports line, 591-2312; home
delivery, 581-0500; classified
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591~
2300,

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week —The long-
awalted Caddell Drain —
designed to prevent floodlng in
the 10 Mile/Grand River arca
~ 13 expecied to be completed
withln 1% years but at & price
far higher than expected.

Tha Farmington and
Farmington Hills city councils
agreed to sell additional bonda
to pay cach clty’sshare of a
$1.2-million increase. The 29-
percent increase In costs ralses
the project’s estimated price to
$5.5 milllon — $1.5 milllon
above the original estimale.

Two police officers and a fire-
fighter arc credited with saving a
22-year-old man's life after they
pulled him, semlconsclous, from a
burning moblle home in Farmington
Hills at midnight Thursday,

The accidental fice started when
the man fell asleep after placing a
pan of patatoes on the kltchen range
to deep fry, sald Fire Marsha) Ste-
phen Hume of the Farmington Hilils
Flre Department.

The moblle home was cquipped
with a smoke detector that wasn't
hooked up. “Detectors are there to
give you some warning. In this case,
the victlm ~ asleep — was totally
unaware there was a fire,” sald Dep-
uty Chlef Peler Baldwln of the
Farmington Hills Fire Department.

Patrick Thomas Bolda was report-
ed In stable conditlon Friday in Bots-
ford General Hospital's acute carc
unlt, sald Russ Tuttle, communlty
relations director. He suffered
smoke iphalation and flrst- and sce-
ond-degree burns to his upper chest
and face.

From outside, Bolda'’s small mo-
bile home appears slightly damaged.
“But even a minor flre can be e
threatenlng,” Hume said. “You can
be overcome by smoke in a matter
of seconds.”

LADY LUCK plays a hand when

anyone asteep In a mobile home fire
survives,

“Whoever reported the firc and
the three public safety offtcers who
were [lrst on the scenc saved the
man's lifc ~ no question about It,”

o

Parents to Organize In-Home
Child Care slates community
meetings: 104,

By Joanne Maliszeweki
stafft writer

Chlld home care advocate Darlene
Feldman plans to invite Farmington
Hills officials to her home soon to
see what day care is all about.

“1fcel there is a lot of information
we have to get through to them,”
Feldman said, following a Farming-
ton Hills Planning Commlsslon study
session Thursday night, “It's obvlous
they have an open mind, but they
need more tnformation.”

Feldman’s invitations are expeet-
ed to be mailed to planning commls-
sloners and c¢ily council members

‘Historic house’s
dismantling starts, 3A
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within the week. Feldman's goal is
to show city ofiictals exactly what
home care Is and how it works,

“It's not the snake pit they may
imagine," she sald.

Feldman expects to host the open
house before a planning commisslon
public hearing on a proposed day
care ordlnance at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 19,

Planning
hammered out a

commissloners

me child care set

and the provider must be a resident
of the home and licensed by the
state. The same restrictions would
apply to group day care hemes ex-
cept the provider could care for sev-.
en to 12 children.

Commilssioners asked city attor-
ney Dick Pochlman to draft the less-
resh;lcl.lvn pé«l)poscd ordlnnn;c for
legal advertislng purposes. But he
was aiso asked to gmvldn language

Thursday that would allow child
home carc In single-family residen-
tial areas. The proposed ordinance
— with few restrictlons — covers
both family day care homes and
group day care homes.

UNDER COMMISSION proposal,
family day care homes would be per-
mitted for a maximum six children

for v — hours of opera.’
tion, apen space, screening and dis-
tance between child care homes ~
in case it's determined following the
public hearing that greater restric-
tlons are needed,

Feldman is urging city officials to
change zoning ordinances that prohl-
bit her and others in Farmington
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Parent support grows
for early kindergarten

Editor's note: This is the third
tn a series about developmental
kindergarten — an carly child-
hoaod program designed to give
children not prepared for kin-
dergarten an extra year of
school. The third article gives
observations from parents.

By Casoy Hons

stalf writer
ARENTS ARE often put
on the spot in declding
thelr child’s fulure,
Given the optlon of de-
velopmental  kindergarton, some
don’t know what 1o do.

Adult peer pressure and soclety's
push for children to achieve place a
burden on parents, Sometimes,
these pressures push a child Into
school too soan, or cause thechild to
feel there's “something wrong” if
he or she doesn't begin kindergar-
ten at the traditional time,

But many parents today are tak-
ing the cue from local school dis-
tricts that recommend a child be
placed in a devclopmental pro-
gram, local education experts said.
Thls gives the child an extra year
before beginning traditlonal kin-
dergarten.

When  recommendations  are
made for developmenta) kinder-
garten in Farmington Public

‘The developmental program does not
copy the kindergarten program — it

leads them into it.’

— Linda Celko
parent

Schoals, they are for the Early
Fives program, which has been In
exlstence for three years.

"I don't think I'll ever look back
and say 1 did the wrong thing,” said
Farmington Hllls resldent Nancy
Fuller about her 7-year old son who
has moved ahcad In his schoollng
after F 's de-

WITHOUT BEING told the
Gesell test results, she knew her
son needed the extra time. “I would
have put kim in a private program
if he dldn't qualify for developmen-
tal kindergarten.”

“I have helped a lot of people
make that decision,” added Fuller,

velopmental program.

Hume sald. “Tralters usvally burn
extremely fast.”

An unidentified caller reported the
fire.

When Sgt. Al Havner and Olficer
Glil Kohls of the Farmington Hllls

Man is saved from
mobile home smoke

Police Department and  Disteict
Chle! Bob Rebtoy of the Farmington
Hllls Fire Department pulled Into
Flamingo Moblle Home Park, 22600
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Downtown merchant followed

a winding road to Farmington

statf wrlter

Between two varled engineering
careers and a newfound splrituai
life, Harry Wingerter landed In
downtown Farmington,

But there's more to Wingerter
than a greetlng card or a present
{rom one of his retaf] glft shops.

He and his wife, Stella, spend their
{eee time visiting with family, volun-

teering at thelr church
and devotlng time (o things they
have consldered important during

Ploase turn to Paga 7

RANDY BORST/stalt phologrephor

Harry Wingerter, in the Bon Ton Shoppe in the Downtown

Farmington Center.
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