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Amy Frontler helped Farmington galn ita first
state-qualitying team score of the scason

RARDY DORSY/statt photographor

Wednesday during the city meot at the Farm-
ington Training Centor.

MHSAA strips
Pioneer of title

By Chris McCosky
staif wrlter

A high school state champlonship has been forfeited
for the flrst time In the 83-year history of the Mlchigan
High School Athletic Association.

Ann Arbor Pjoneer has notified the MHSAA that it
will vacate the Class A girls cross country state champi-
onship it won last fall. It will also forfeit seven dual
meets, its South Central League champlonship and its
Class A reglonat title. The state championship will re-
maln vacated.

“The Mlchigan High School Athletle Assoclation has
ruled that an incllgible Ann Arbor Ploncer High School
student partlcipated kn some of the women's cross coun-
try meets during the fall semester of the 1886-87 schoal
year,” sald a ncws relcase Issued by assistant superin-
tendent of Ann Arbor public schools Wiley Brownlee
Friday.

l\llf’\yough nelther the school dlstrict nor the MHSAA
would releasc the name of the incligible team member,
sources close to the situatlon have repeatedly verified
that the student was former Plymouth Canton runner
Rachel Mann.

In the news release, Ploncer principal Milo White
stressed that the sltuatlon “was not the fault of the stu-
dent team member.”

MANN, WHO carned All-Area honors as a sophomore
at Canton, transferred to Ploneer last summer. Here
are the circumstances that induced the Ann Arbor dis-
trict to conduct an In-house investigation of the Pioneer
cross country program:

& Mann and one parcnt took up temporary resldence
In the home of a famlly fricnd within the Ann Arbor
Pionecr attendance area during the summer months.
The Manns were walting for their awn Ann Arbor home
to become avallable.

® When the Manns did establish permanent resi-
dence, It was In the Ann Arbor Huron attendance area,

The In-house inveslgation was conducted by Larry
Dishman, the distrlet’s coordlnator of athletics and a

supervisor within the city’s parks and recreation de-
partment. The investigation verified Mann’s sltuation
and concluded that there was “reason to believe” she
was Ineliglble to compete In Interscholastic athletics
last fall.

A week ago Friday, Brownlee met with Jack Roberts,
executive director of the MHSAA. Brownlee submitted
the results of the Investigation.

“Basieally, I confirmed the findings and conclusions
that they made,” Roberts said Friday. “And then I ap-
plicd the concluslons to the reglonal and state champi-
onshlps.”

WHEN ASKED to cxplain exactly why Mann was
ruled ineliglble, Roberts said: “She dld not move into the
Ann Arbor Ploneer attendance area with persons she
had been living with. She had a brlef resldence with ane
parent In the home of a friend In the Pioneer district.
When they did cstablish a permanent residence In the
Ann :Arbor distrlct, it was In the Huron attendance
arca.”

Mann has since received an academic walver from
the district to attend Pioncer, even though she lives
within the Huron attendance area. According to Rob-
erts, Mann will be eligible to compete on the Pioncer
track team this spring.

“At the start of the second semester {(which was Jan,
1), she wlll become eliglble,” Roberts sald. “She will
have attended Ploncer for one full semester and our
rules allow that she can become eligible even though
she llves outslde the attendance area.”

The district’s news release sald: “Superintendent of
schools Richard Benjamin deeply regrels the pain that
this affalr will cause the student, the team members
and the famlly. Steps have been identificd which will
help avold similar problems In the future.”

The release also sald that the district had no plans to
appeal the ruling of the MHSAA. Although sources indl-
cated that the Mann family and Pioneer cross eountry
coach Bryan Westflcld have hired attorneys. It Is be-
lieved that thie two parties will take legal action agalnst
the school district in an attempt to overiurn the deci-

North pounds Falcons

Comlortable.

That’s something crosatown rival-
rles rarely are. When basketball
tcams from Farmington and North
Farmington battle, nelther coach

basketball

to nine (30-21) at the half, but the
Hawks upped their lead to 46-33 af-
ter three perlods,

The Warrlors (3-8 overall, 3-7 in
the WLAA) kept pressuring, howev-

has a chance to feel overly confl-

er, and with 1:2¢ left pulled within

Raiders lock on to

city gymnastics title

By Chris McConky
staff writer

Farmington Harrison flnished
dead last in Wednesday's Farming-
ton City Gymnasiics Mect at the
Farmington Training Center.

Afterward, the hardly despond-
ent Hawk gymnasts formed a huge
circle on the floor exerclse mat
and performed a nice little song
and dance routine.

“We have a lot of fun,” said Har-
rison coach Linda Perklns. “If it
wasn't for that we'd have a tough
time keeplng our sanily around
here.”

Having fun is what the city meet
is all about. In terms of grit-your-
tecth athletlc competition, s
about as low-keyed as iUl ever get.

“Everybody gets along real well
on the three teams. It makes it a
more enjoyable meet,” sald Farm-
ington coach Mary Beth
Schornhorst, “The girls all root for
cach other and nobody is really out
for bleod. It's a much more relaxed
atmosphere.

THAT'S NOT to say, however,
that the meet Jacked top-notch per-
formonces. Five 90 or better
scarcs were recorded, and North
Farmington scored a lofty 136.20
to win the meet. Farmington
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1l d with .1 separating them.
Toroyan (35.70 all-nround) won on
uneven parallel bars (9.35), was
seeond on balance beam (8.85) and
Noor exerclse (8.9) and took fifth on
vault {8.8). Heller (35.60 all-arcund)
wowed a good-sized crowd with a
9.4 performance on vault, She also
won beam (8.85) and floor (9.1) and
was fourth on bars {8.25).

Karhu was fourth all-around
with 2 33.45. She scored a second-
best 9.35 on vault and was third on
both bars (8.3) and foor (8.8).

SHARON LAWSON had a strong
meet for Harrison. Despite per-
forming on a glmpy ankle, Lawson
placed third all-around with a
35.35. She earncd a 8.1 on bars, an
8.75 on vault, an 8.25 on beam and
an 8.25 on floor.

"I thought atl our kids had a nlce
effort tonight. They did a nice job,”
said Perklins.

‘The surprise of the meet, though,
was the Falcons.

“I think part of it was the com-
plete return of Jackie Daly and an-
other part s that ali the glrls
seemed to put more effort into it
tonight,” said Schornhorst. “We are
really exclted about hitting 115,”

Jackle Daly, All-Area performer
last year, competed In all four
events for the first time this scason

different story. North took control
shortly after the opening tip and was
never really challenged in rolling to
2 48-32 victory,

The win boosted the Raiders to 4-6
overall and 3-5 In the Western Lakes
Activitles Assoclation, Farmington
fell to 1.9 overall and 1-7 in the
WLAA.

North coach Tom Negoshian
would never admit it — he wouldn't
even suggest such a thing - but by
the midpoint of the second quarter
his team was Ih command. The Raid-
ers led 16-9 after one quarter and 31-
18 at the half, and Farmilngton never
got within 10 in the second half.

North was in enough control that
Negoshian was able to experiment.
“Our kids dld a pretty good job."
said the North coach. “We were

pressing, running some half-court
traps and zones, We thought, after
the last few weeks, we had to change
up our defenscs a llitle more.

“We want to score off our defense
more and tonight, we did.”"

The Raiders' scoring was bal-
anced, with Rlck Karcher getting 11,
BIll Green 10, Rob Knapp nine and
Chuck Howard elght. Brandon Lon-
don was Farmington's high scorer
with six polnts.

HARRISON 61, W.L. WESTERN
$2; Two school records, a fast start
and a scary, too-close-for-comfort
finlsh — yup, the Farmington Harri-
son fans got thelr money's worth
when the Hawks hosted Walled Lake
Western.

Harrison {(5-5 overall, 4-4 in the
WLAA) sped to an 18-8 lead after
one quarter, thanks In part to Brad
Rldgeway's slx polnts. Western cut it

two, 52-50. But a Mike Koroly steal
and basket and two free throws by
Brlan Hoskins helped Harrison seal
the victory,

Koroly got his name in the school
record book by passing off for 14 as-
sists, surpassing the single-game
mark formerly held by Ken George,
Mike Turnquist and Dan Hickey. Ko-
roly had seven polnts,

Rldgeway also carned a spot
among Harrlson’s record-holders,
desplte playing only half a game,
Ridgeway fouled out with 2:16 to go,
but before he dld he scored 19 points,
grabbed seven rebounds and blocked
five shots.

Hls flve blocks gave him 53 for the
3eason, surpassing the school record,
which was 50, set by Mike Dempsey
In 1984-85,

Scott Bissell netted 18 points and
Chad Burgess had 11 for Harrison.
Erik Hall's 23 points paced Western.
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notched 115.15, its flrst state quall-
fylng team score ln three ycars.
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was third on vault with an 8.9 and
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second-leading scorer Tracey Solo-
mon, scored 111.40.

Funny thing. About the only per-
sen who wasn't totally satisfied
with the meet was the coach of the
winning team.

“Honestly, I'm very surprised
that we scored that bigh,” said
North coach Jeff Dwyer. “I thought
we were stoppy. If we are to have
any chance at all of winnlng the
state meet, we have got to get to

140, That number has been agreed
upon by a couple of coaches, We
have (o clean up our routines if we
are going to reach 140. But, you
know, It's mld-scason. There i3 a
Jong way to go."

The ‘meet showcased North
Farmington's talented trio: senior
Lucine Toroyan, freshman Kim
Heller and senior Kara Karhu.

Toroyan and Heller finlsed 1-2

Norih's Cindy Tijan with a 7.85.

But the Falcons' top scorer was
freshman Amy Frontier. She
earned 31.45 all-around, with an 8.5
on vault, 7.55 cn bars, 7,65 on beam
and 7.75 on floor.,

“Now that we have everyone
healthy, I think we'll be able to
pick up the three other qualifylng
scores,” Schornhorst said. “They've
done It once. They know they can
do it agaln,” .
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