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Special birthday

Forest Elementary Is blossom-
ing with a newfound knowledge of
Michigan.

Students from this Farmington
Hills elementary are spending this
school year with a variety of
monthly learning themes as part of
Michigan's Sesqulcentennlal cele-
bratlon.

The year began with Tourlsm
and Reereation in September coor-
dinated by Jean Von Soosten, fol-
lowed by Foods and Folklore In Oc-
tober with Judy Barclay and Fran
Copp, History and Government
with Ann Frankini and Mary Zer-
bonia in November and the Arts in
December with Ellen Otto, accord-
ing to Susan Patee, one of the coor-
dinators and a flfth grade history
teacher at Forest.

Planning for the state’s 150th
blrthday began last May durlng a
teacher Inservice when Patee sug-
gested the monthly themes. Many
of them coordinated with holidays
In the varlous months,

A brainstorming session during
lunch gave me ideas for cach
month,” she sald. “I presented the
ldeas at the inservice, and we were
on our way.”

ALTHOUGH EACH teacher has
a speclalty tople and an assigned
month, the entire school is becom-
ing involved In cach month, Patee
added, “Not only have we galned
more Michlgan splrit — but a spe-
clal school unity. I'm really up for
this Michlgan thing."

The meonth of January was set

school loudspeaker.

Representatives from cach
Far—ington school bullding bave
formed a committee fo act as a

h for state
tennlal information, according to
committee co-<chalrwoman Susan
Patee.

Patee, a teacher at Forest Ele-
mentary, presented an overview of
the committee’s functlon before
the school board Tuesday.

“We have sent out media and
speaker resource lists to each
building and have encouraged the
bulldings to make January 26 —
statchood day — speclal,” she said,

"Farmington teachers bave saild
‘Yes to Michigan,' and we're sure
this will be a year our students
won't forget.”

The three high achool bands will
play at clty and county sesquicen-
tennial festivities today, accordlng
to distriet music eoordinator Paul
Barber.

In addltfon, three local Kiwanis
groups — Farmington, Farmington
Hllls North and the Golden K —
are donating flags to Indlvidunl
schools, according to Kiwanlan
Car] Dakhlstrom who offlclally pre-
sented the school board with a fag
Tucsday. Many of these will be
used In ceremonles at local schools
today, Pouawlng Is a synopsls of

sesqulcentennlal events at each
5chool as provided by the district:

e FAIRVIEW CENTER —
Flags and buttens wlil be used dur-
ing Michigan Week In May,

‘A It ming
session. . . gave me
ideas for each month.”
— Susan Patee
Forest Elememtary teacher
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As part of the Michigan Industry studies, Koval reads a

aside for a special tople — Michl-
gan Industry.

Coordinated by fourth grade
teacher John Zelle, January
brought a speclal lesson about busl-
ness for the school and especlally
his class,

“Mlchigan has many industrics,
many ways In which people of
Michlgan are busy makling things,
growing things and serving one an-
other," he satd.

Each student selected a business,
wrote a letter to his or her compa-
ny, then using the information they
obtained wrote a “Michigan Min-
ute” — a report about each compa-
ny which was read over the public
nnnaunccmenl system cach school

Studcnu were also responsible
for maklng a display for the school
Tobby telling about thelr business-
es. The display changed dally.

Patce sald the way Zelle handled
his Michlgan Industry month was
special because he involved stu-
dents In so many aspects of leamn-
ing, from letter writing to public
speaking.

ZEILE SAID some students have
become so Involved they have writ-
ten to more than one company.
“‘Some youngsters were so cxelt-

& BEECHVIEW — A flng-rais-
ing ceremony with band will be
held today. Other activities durlng
the year Include a Mlchlgan birth-
day party, a timellne of Beech-
vlew/Mlchigan familics, the mak-
Ing of a Michlgan quilt, an old-fash-
lened Michigan day, a spring
concert, and Michigan on Parade.

® EAGLE — A school program
today wlll include a speaker, flag
ralsing, and readings of the best
school papers written about Michi-
gan. Throughout the schoo, speclal
sesquleentennlal shirts are belng
worn by students, a Michigan mu-
ral is being created, a map patnted
on the playground and a Mlichigan
museum started in the media cen-
ter.

® FLANDERS — During this
birthday year, the school is work-
ing on an ancestry mural and has
sent Informatlon about a Michigan
lnmlly reunion profect to the gov-
ernor's office in Lanslng. Today the
school will have a flag presenta-
tion, apples for the students, a blue-
berry mulffin breakfast lor the
stalf and a display of Michigan
products, Local historian and
tucher Dave Litogot will speak.
FOREST — A yearlong pro-
grnm with monthly themes was
started In September and will con-
tinue through June, A staff-written
play about Michigan is planned for
carly May and staff members are
compillng a book about the year
that will be presented at the

lchlnnn Mlnule" over lho

cd about the project, that they
wrate olher companles just for the
fun of getting a response,” he said.
Several students recelved “free-
bles,” he said, including Hostess
Cake of Livonta which sent several
‘boxes of Twinkies, Vernor's Ginger
Ale Co. of Detrolt which donated
some souvenir serving trays and
locally-made ginger ale and Micht-
gan Sugar Co. of Schawaing which
sent — what else — sugar.

“Thls was a good learning expe-
tience for the kids, especially in
the areas of written and oral com-
munication,” Zelle added. Both
teacher and students were “pleased
with theie efforts.”

In February students will look at
Michigan Mammals, which Patce
wlll coordinate. Dodle Harris looks
at Famous People in March, Sally
Wlison at Michigan Wildflowers
and Blrds In April, Roz Silver takes
the theme Michlgan Is Great In
May and Zerbonia and Frankini
are looking to Sports for Junc.

The school has several special
events scheduled, including one In
May when a Sesquicentennial play
written by teachers whl be per-
formed by the Forest student body
at North Farmington High School.

The play's scencs arc built
around Michlgan history and In-
clude 100 speaking parts and wilt
involve a total of 150 students, Pa-
tee sald.

“What I feel Is so great . . . s
that we are nat Just focusing on
Michigan for one week or one
month, but for one year,” she add-
ed. “ . . to crowd everything into
one month is not adequate.”

Forest students treated to Sesqwcentenmal year

Forest Elamentary fourth-grader Terry Koval shows hia projoct display which explalns tho
Red Flannel Faclory in Western Michigan.

Staff photos by Randy Borst

cbrating the scsqulccnlennlal are

Committee Coordlnates districtwide activities

tory events over the public an-

planned. A
planned for May during Michigan
Week.

® LARKSHIRE ELEMENTA-
RY — The school Is planning its
festlvitles around Mlchigan Week
in May.

® LONGACRE — A flag pres-
entatlon and blrthday party are
planned for today, Glited teachers
are complling a gencology repart.
Each classroom has been assigned
a different decade to discuss dress,
Inventions and happenings in Mich-
igan. The state tree, a Northern
Pine, wlll be planted on Arbor Day.

@ WILLIAM GRACE — A state
birthday party, assembly with
ems and skit and a balloon lift are
at 1 pm. today.

[ the state birthday. A

% . . this will be a year our students

won’t forgel.’

— Susan Patee

Creatlvity Springs Alive program

in May, Domincs Pizza representa-
tives will vislt the school today for
a speclal program.

® GILL — Teachers are shar-
ing in a monthly theme to cele-

Ing ceremony and making a blrth-
day card to Michigan. During Feb-
ruary, which is Michigan Trivia
Month, an assembly and songfest is

_planned,

® KENBROOK — Reports on

brate y up~
dating um school showcase, Today
students and staff are wearing red,
white and blue, boldIng a flag-rals-

hi are planned at this ele-
mentary where students are work-
Ing on a 150-square qulit. A Michl-
gan play and several field trips cel-

vocal music program Is scheduled
for Michigan Weck In May,

e WOOD CREEK — A spring
program with readings and a skit s
planned.

& WOODDALE — Local histo-
rian and teacher Dave Litogot will
speak at two assemblies. In May, a
balloon Jaunching s scheduled and
staff is looklng at a possible sesqul-
centennial parade with floats.

® DUNCKEL — A cake in the
shape of Michigan wlil be served
today as well as on-going events in-

system, and a display
of Michigan books with informa-
tion about authors. A spring con-
cert also ls planned.

® EAST — The art class Is pro-
ducing a poster, soclal studics
teachers are showing a Michigan
flilm and today several special

-events including flag dedicatlon,

Michigan march by the band and
vocal music are being held.

e POWER — Speclal plns
made by the art department and
the colors of blue and gold will be
worn by students today as they
celebrate the state’s birthday.

Michlgan facts are belng shared
for a 25-day perlod and a poctry
contest also {s being held.

® WARNER ~— Individual
teachers are Including a unit about
Michlgan during the year and
Michigan foods will be served in
the cafeterln today,

® FARMINGTON HIGH - So-
clal Studles tenchers are develop-
ing sesquicentennial reports
throughout the year.

® HARRISON HIGH — This
week cherry tarts will flags wiilbe

* served in the eafeterin and the fifm

“f Am Michigan” will be sbown to
the staff.

0 DISTRIC'I‘ MEDIA CEN'I'ER

cluding: a T-shirt and
contest, Michigan Minutes prcscnt-
ed by lhe school’s drama class, hls-

tcrlnl for dlstrlctwldc use has becn
prepared.
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