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) T'S FAST becoming clouked in con-
i mVe
Ncwly formed Parents to Le-
o galize In-Home Child Care claims
+. hundreds of members across Oakland
County. many recruited through
Darlene s me-
- dln crusade to make p baby

sitting legal.

With the cost of suburban housing
straining the typical family budget,
having mom and dad botk work is no
longer a rarity.

That’s why the zoning ordinance in
Farmington Hills — home to more than
4,000 preschoolers — should reflect the
changing times.

- On Feb, 19, planning commissloners
will hold a public hearing on a proposal
..that would allow state-regulated day
*care homes in gingle-family zones.

Such homes now are limited to large
lots and major roads — just like day
care centers even though they're clearly
dliferent.

.

THE PROPOSAL -~ broadly written
untll community sentiment can be
measured — would allow residents to
care for up to 12 children after being
* licensed by the state and registering
“* with the cily.

Farmington Hills has 25 state-regu-
lated day care homes, Oakland County
nearly 1,000. Predictably, divergent or-
du from to f:

ty have spawned an underground net-
work of unregulated day care homes,

When proven benefits are contrasted
to perceived drawbacks, allowing faml-
ly day care homes of up to six children
on interior subdivision streets doesn't
seem irresponsible.

But whether group day care homes of
up to 12 children should be allowed is a
different matter. More kids could mean
more trafflc and more noise, although
in many homes the additional children
are Latchkey youngsters,

Group day care homes also allow the
hiring of a second caregiver. No one
would argue the merit of having a sec-
ond adult around when 12 children are
together, but an ernployee gives a group
dfry care home a percelved commercial
air.

Home day care
= Permit it but also regulate it in Hills

The public hearing no doubt will el-
ther allay or reinforce these fears.

TIME MAY well dictate that reason-

able controls on day care homes — con-

trols on lot size, landscaping and dis-
tance between homes — are plvotal to

the
neighborhoods

I

|

Granted, home day carefsa b
in the sense money is exchanged and li-
abllity Ingurance Is pald. Skeptics con-
tend the providers run cottage indus-
trles, But the truth is, most providers
aren’t primary wage earners.

Beyond that, a home day care provid-
er is far different than a lawyer or a
beautician who works from home. Day
care home providers baby sit kids — a
clearly residential characteristlc.

What's more, regulated day care
homes are more conducive to personal
attention and an extended family set-
ting than commercial day care centers
— although parents should carefully
evaluate even legitimate home day care
providers.

Allow home day care in Farmington
Hills, but regulate it. The safety and
welfare of many of our community's
kids are at stake.

Child deserves
both parents

THE IMAGE never quite goes away
— a lone figure sits In a cell, jailed for
‘wanting to see his child,

‘The scenario is always the same, &
desperate father, wanting only to see
his , takes a step that is uncons-
clonable — kidnapping.

You see, many of the children in this
country who are classified a3 missing,
really aren't missing at all, They're

HEY, THAT COMEINATIONS mcuwfco’imusﬁm!!

YEARS AGO there was a Borscht
Belt comedienne whose remedy for ev-
erything was chicken soup. Colds, fln,
gout, change of life, a broken-leg —
take chicken soup.:

Her hilarious routine came to mind as
I read the Li Party’s an-
nouncement that it is mllecung slgna-

 tures to get o the 1988 ballof

The Libertarlans
for praldent. Dick Jacobs for g
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Tim
Richard

er domatlc‘ spending, reduced govern-
ment il of most

and Virginia Cropsey for various offic-
ed. They campalgned hard, answered
League of Women Voters question-
palres, sought interviews and bought
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 Libertarians
They re back, chicken soup in hand

And they asked basic questions: Why
should government do this or that? They
focused on priorities.

It was quite obvious the Libertarians
are well educated and even well read.
One could disagree with any or all of
their platform, but Libertarlans were
always logically consistent.

AND YET, as I sald, they fared
dismally at the polls — 15,000 votes
half of 1 percent in the 1982

social services g i
welfare. In 1982, Jacobs went to the ex-
treme of proposing to sell Michigan's
state parks to private enterprise.

Whether Libertarians were running
for the White House or register of deeds,
they echoed the same themes in almost
then.maward;lnnwny,mcymtbe
flip slde of the Natlonal Education As-
sociation, whoso remedy for everything
lu fatter paychecks for unionized teach-

. ASANEWSMAN I(oundthel.!bcr-
tarans fan to cover’

All thelr lpeeehuwmolnhlghln-
otber . partles, Their zudiences wero

uniformly polite and asked intelligent
questions, .

cter, with nope of the’
. rantings you sometlmes hear from tho

electlon. Oddball radicals have done
better.

1t's difficult for news media, Leagues
of Wornen Voters, Clvic Searchlight and
other voter service groupa to ]unﬂy In-
ibertarinns in their inter-

views. They look up a horrendous
armount of space and time in proportion

witk & parent, And in this
country, non-custodial means dad 90
percent of the time,

In America we have become a family
divided. But if the family as an Institu-
tion Is to remain strong, adults must
stop turning on one another — even af-
ter they are divorced.

IN THE COMING weeks and months
you will be reading about a court case
taken on by the Women Lawym Asso-
ciation of Michigan.

1t involves an Oakland County couple
who are in dispute over the amount pald
for child support. We should leave the
merits or demerits of that case up to the
courts, where it belongs.

But while the court mulls over its op-
tions, there are some other matters the
Women Lawyers Assoclation should
think about when presenting its case. -

Most Importantly, shared custody
should be the norm, rather than the ex-
ception. Each parent should he respon-
sible for raising a child, both economi-
cally and soclologically.

Divorced parents are still parents —
obligated to raising their children, This
should not be an issue of men against
women.

© Most divorced couples want to re.
main parents. But the laws of the land
make it difficult, if not impossible.

NON-CUSTODIAL parents who “kid-
nap” thelr children, are people’ who
bave reached wits end, frustrated by a
legal system that offers them nothing.

No matter what lhe courta mandate
about vi
parent is at the mercy of a non-mpon-

sive system.
and right{ully so,

While the laws are,
stringent about payment of child sup-
port, the system is nearly impotent in
doing anything to ensure the rights of
non-custodial parents to see thelr child,

It usually takes years to resolve visi-
tation disputes. By the time the court
has ruled, the child is alienated, grown
and off to start his or her own life with-
out much regard for elther parent.

Neither do the laws provide any as-
surance that child support paymesats
are being spent on the child — certainly
a necessity If it's the child's welfare
about which we are concerned.

Activist stands
a lonesome vigil

FOR A COUNTRY whose

only equals that of Wayne and Oakland '

counties, Nicaragua generates a dispro-
portionate share of publlcity.

But too little attention is given to the
people of Nicaragua who don't care as
muck about capitalism vs. comm!
as they do about feeding thelr children

and staying out of the crossfire,

Carol Peyser has lived with such Ni-
caraguans. Granted, her two-week
!ourncy to Nicaragua hardly makes her

but she’s better Informed
Lhan the majority of us who could quote
the Dow Jones quicker than naming Ni-
caragua's capital.

Nicaragua 18 a long way from

Peyser's home near 14 Mile and South-
field Road. And actlvism is a long way
from the life that led Peyser to a group
leader’s job at the Oakland County
Medical Care Facility,

But she talkedtoa lrlend about a nun
who was murdered by an El Salvadoran
death squad. Her growing interest in
Central America led her to the Witness
for Peace p which

M Rich’
M Perlberg

Central American soll s sufficlent to
feed its people.

Peyser feels part of the fault ls that
Central Americans have been encour-
aged to grow crops such as coffee, sug-
ar and cotton. These are cash crops but
not enough cash returns to the farmers
who would do better rice,
beans, corn and other edible crops. She
feels the ruling Sandinlstas could meet
their goal of a self-sufficlent agrlcul-
ture by the year 2000 If the superpowers
would quit meddiing. That includes US.
support of Contra rebels,

PEYSER ENOWS that her efforts,
such as protesting against U.S, Attorney
Edwin Meese in Detroit M’ondly nlgh

to the

volunteers to monltor activitles In'Ni-

to t.he xupport the voters
gay

Wen, lhe Libertarians are around
agaln. They'll be canvassing the metro
Detrolt reglon of Michigan, plus 23
other states, for your petition signature
to get on the *88 ballot.

I have no recommendnupn. I'm just
trying to give you both aldes so you can
make up your own mind..

1t's your business whether you want
to cat political chicken soup 21 times a

woek,

Peyser from her trip
Dec. 1.

“THE THING that hits me the most
15 the first-hand lmage of paverty,” she
said during an interview this week. “It's
a place of belng poor 24 hours a day."”

Nicaraguan families spend llitle time
reading Consumers Report stories
about. the best value in home video
cameras. Most of the day's energy ls
spent putting often meager meals on
the table.

That bothers some pevple vltw feel

- ' . N

!he US. government which, with the
help of her tax money, takes a decidedly
dmarent approach to Central America.

“I know,” she says. “It sometimes
drives mo crazy, 1 keep my peace. 1
have a story to tell.”

She worrles that American policy will
lead to an unwanted import — body
bags of American soldiers.

“‘The Nicaraguans have had a taste of
freedom, ‘hand they know wl'm‘t'h it
means,” she says, “They prize
{;e::‘om, n:d they wil! fight to the death




