By Tim Richard
staffwriter °

the move as a method of cud.lng
es.”

chnbllcam have partinlly burled
the batchet they've been swinging at
Oakland County Democrats for the
pasteix years.

The (:vunty Board of Commisslon-
ers last week gaye a Democrat —.
Commissloner Latry Pernick of
Southtield — one-of three seats in
the general assembly of the South-
east -Michigan Cauncll ol Govern-
ments..: i
“Its clear the leadmhlp of the
Republicans has reco that It's
in the best {nterests to have bipar-
tisan representation,”, sald Pernlck,
feader of the Democratic caucus.

‘The veteran county board meruber
has assalled the GOP regularly for
washing out D from the

missfoner who
unseated Rlichard
Wicox of Lake
Orlon g3 chalr-
man, held out the
prospect there
would be further
bipartisan ap-
pointments, but 8
dldn’t speclty any,  Pemick
Currently, Republicans hold & 17-9
mafority on the Board of Commls-
sioners. Democrats gained a nct of
one seat in the 1986 election.
The. era of partisanship began
when Republicans found themselves
ln nearly 2-1 ng.lr:f the Board of

multitude of committees, boards and
delegations that carry unt govern-
menta} duties,

THE NEW county board chair-
man, Roy Rewold, R-Rochester, saw

ck, who had
bccn a SEMCOG delegate and leader
for years, found himself washed out.

THE PARTISAN ax was only par-
tially buried, hawever, as Republl-
<cans kept compléte control of sever-
al other koy bodles during last

1 weel’'smeeting. .
Larry Littman, Troy businessman, -

was appolnted to a full six-year term
on the Road Commission. A former
16th Congressional District Republi-

: can chalrman, Littman was appoint-

ed to a onc-month vacancy last year.
The vacancy was created whea John
Gnay Jr., a Bloomfield Hills public
relations man, was coavicted of an
unrelated federal fraud charge.

Democrats nominated Berkley
Mayor Ron Norman for tho Road
Commission post and took thelr usu-
al party line beating.

COMMISSIONER Hubert Price,
D-Pontlae, dellvered a strong pro-

test when no Democrat waa appoint-
ed'to the 10-member Parks and Rec-
reatlon Commisslon, “There 13 a
paucity of minority represestation
and urban representation,” Price

sald.
“T haven't heerd why he {the hst
Democrat) was  summarily
mlssed. It sounds like good al‘ pvll-
tics, not public service,” Price sald,
oner James Doyon, D-

. Co
Madison Helghts, said he was “ap-

palled” that Republicans wouldn't
appolnt a alngle Democrat to a 12-
member mental health committee,

All appointments were reported
out by tho county board's General
Government Committee, chaired by
sccond-term Commissioner Richard
Skarritt, R-Milford.
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defended Littman’s appointment to
the Road Commisslon during a com-
mittee meeting.

“He has no baggage. He asks incl-
:lve questions. He's not comnected to

construction industry,” . said
Cemmlsllaner Joseph Calandro, R-
Novi, told the general government
committee,

Board Chalrman Rewold sald
Troy officlals are convisced Littman
will be falr and "wanl put all the
now roads {n Troy.”

Democrat Pcrnlck, however, ar-
gued that new movey is badly need-

akland GOP buries appointment ax—a bit

“In order to raise funds, it's going to

take a bipartizan approach to get’
dlminy-

state and federal funds — no
uon of your talents,” be sald to Litt-

l'lzplled Littman: “T'd be surprised
{f a Democratic officlal {in Lansing)
2ald, ‘I won't talk to you because you

were once an offlcial of the other

iy "

Littman added that he has re- |

signed from the Troy Cily Placning

Commiasion to avold a conflict of in- *

terest and from most other clvie

panels 1n order to devote time to the
Road C

ed for county road imp!

" WHILE IGNORING most Demo- §

cratle chargés, Republicans stoutly

also took
control of the three-member Road
Commisslon, which bad had a minor-
ity party member for years.

Oakland unfurls

3rd state flag

Oakland County is off to an ':g-
gressive sumlln obsvrvlnz the 150th

It's u.slng its second sc:q\lju.nlen-
nial flag, accordlng to Virginia De-
Benham Rodgers, Franklin residen,
who chalrs the county's anniversary
advisory council.

“Our sesquicentennial flag hns'\

been flown every day for 1% years.
It has been replaced already,” she |
told 100 people who gathered at mid-
day Monday for ceremonles cele-

brating Michigan’s 2dmissien to the .

Unlon as the 26th state.

And so the white flag which Roy
Rewold, R-Rochester; chairman of
the Onldnnd County Board of Com-
missloners, helped two girl scouts
“officially” unfurl, actually is Oak-
land's third sesquicentennial flag.

OAKLAND'S PLANS for observ-
Ing 150 years of statehood are re-
spectlul without golng overboard.

“Flrst, we'll host the state Artraln
hero Oct. 8-11," nodgexs sald in an
interview.

“And. we hope to ralso enough
money_for a sculpture to honor the

w..w%lam has been in seven
373 Iéma:
T s
“we'll have a
garden.”

After a fanfare, hymn and nation-
al anthem by the Farmington High
Symphony Band directed by Grant
Hoemke, Rodgers told the grade
school children — about half the au-
dience — that “It's possible for many
of you to attend another ceremony in
50 years — the Michigan Blcenteoni-

Nnncy McConnell, R-Bloomfield
Hills, vice chairman of the county
bonrd, told the youngsters they
would be welcome to visit Oaldand'
legistative body anytime, “You don’t
have to wait 50 years to come back,"
she sald.

THE CONGRESSIONAL bill
signed by President Andrew Jackson
was read by Oakland County Clerk

State pledge
to flag flunks
grammar

The state has an official Plcdge of
Allegiance to the Michigan Flag
wlth two grammatleal mistakes.

“That was the way the state sent it
to ug from Lansing,” smiled Virginia
DeBenham Rodgers, who chairs the
Oakland County Advisory Council
for the Mlchigan Scsqulcentcnnlal
when the crrora were polnted out.

’nm state pledge was printed in a

unty program commemorating

lhe 150th anniversary of the day
President Jackson signed Lhn act
making Michigan a state.

Read the full text and sce if you
can spot the errors:

] pledge allegiance to the flag
of Michigan, and the state for
which it stands, two beautiful
peninsulas, united by a bridge of
steel, where cqual opportunity
and justice to all is our ideal.”

The crrors are In the final clause.
“Qpportunity” and “fustlec” constl-
tute plural subjects, but “is” is a sin-
gular verb and “ideal” a singular
predicative noun.

A corrected version would say:

“, . .equal opporiunity and fus-
tice to all are our ideals.”

This newspaper called the Michi-
gan Histary Division of the Depxrb
ment of State for an

Lynn Allen, substituting for the ail-
ing Deputy County Executlve Pa-
trick Nowak, who was to have sub-
stituted for County Exccutive Daniel
T. Murphy, who was out of the state.

Michigan’s statchood bill was
slgned by three presidents — Jack-
son, the seventh president; Viee
President Martin Van Buren, presid-

ing offlcer of the U.S. Senate and lat-

er the elght president; and James K.
Polk, speaker of the House and later
the 15th president.

Rodgers noted that Jackson signed
in such haste that he omitted “Janu-
ary” in the date and inserted it later,

Each month the courthouse tower
at 1200 N. Telegraph in Pontlac will
have an historical exhiblt honering
one or another of its citles, town-
ships and vlllages.
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First Federal Savings Bank and Trust is pleased to
offer a new investment program...Investors Choice.
It's an investment alternative for those interested in
a convenient, flexible, diversificd program with
minimized risk.

With Investors Choice, you sclect where your moncy
is to be directed, with a family of mutual funds to
choosc [rom: U.S. Government or corporate obligations
and equity funds. Your funds will be professionally

. managed by a subsidlary of Federated Investors, Inc.,
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INTRODUGING MUTUAL FUNDS FROM
FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK AND TRUST.

tha nation’s second largest manager of mutual funds.
The Investors Cholce program is available with a

minimum investment of $10,000. a lower requircment

than most other financial institutions, For more

information, contact the branch office nearest you.

money work harder for you...honest.

With the Investors Choice family of mutual
funds, First Federal Savings Bank and Trust

gives you a whole new way to make your ‘I '

Flr-t Fedaral Savl

and Trust
The ‘l!lo femomber.
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The call was transferred to the His-
tory Burcau, where the caller was
placed on hold for six minutes at
long-distance rates before dlscon-
tinuing the search.

— Tim Richard
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