No volunteers for nuclear sto

By Tim Richard
stall writor

The price sounds good — $40 mll-
llon in Jucentives and 20 jobs. But so
far no Michigan community has vo-
lunteered to be a storage site for
low-level radloactive wastes.

“Some have asked for more infor-
matlon, but they made it clear they
were not volunteering,” zaid Beverly
McAninch, the gubernatorlal ap
pointec who chalra a state advisory
group called the Radloactive Waste
Control Committce. She is a former
mayor of Plymouth and state presi-

dent of the League of Women Voters.
lve panct members spent thelr
entire Wednesday evening listening
to public questions, comments and
impassioned arguments against no-
clear energy in a hearing on the Ore-
hard Ridge Campus of OQakland
C llege in F
Hilla,

It was the {ifth of six hearings the
Public Health Department panel has
held to find a voluntary reciplent of
radloactive wastes.

“WE ARE STUCK with this prob-
lem, We can't turn our back on it,”

Murphy names
new deputy exec

A retlred General Motors execu-
tive, Kennethk Q. Burchill, §7, of
Bloomfield Hills, is the new deputy

- Oakland County executive.

“I've asked him
to accept this post
and he has agreed
to do so on & trial
basis for six
months,” sald
County Exccutive
Danlel T, Murphy.

Burehill, who
has been county § P
personne] director 4
since last April, Burchill
will continue in that post so he can
oversee several contlnuing projects,
Murphy sald. His appointment is ef-
fectlve immediately.

BURCHILYL SUCCEEDS James B.
Dunke? Jr., who retired Dee. 31.
In his deputy post, he will be re-
p for county
Patrick Nowak contlnues ax the sec-
ond deputy executive in charge of
planning and special projects.
Murphy sald Burchill's goals as
deputy executive will be improving
the quality of work life and estab-
lishing a cooperative working rela-
tionship with the board of commis-
sioners and other officlals.

The board of commlssloners came
close to ellminating the dcputy’s job
in its Deceember budget meeting,
barely passing it on reconalderation,

BURCHILL RETIRED from the
No. 1 auto maker after 29 years. He
was personnel and Industrial rela-
tions manager for GM Egypt, near
Cairo, and held a number of labor

He holds two degrees from Michi~
gan State Unlversity and graduated
from the National Defense Universi-
ty in Washington, D.C,, and from the
Command and General STaff Col-
lege at Fort Leavenworth, Kans,

He also recently retired as a US.
Army reserve colonel.

.

sald panel member Willlam C, Tay-
lor, He 12 a Michigan Stats Universl-
ty professor of clvil engineering and
grmu sclence advisor to ex-Gov.

1l ) en. .

“It's not our waste. It's Walter J.
McCarthy’s waste,” roplied Mary
Johnston, & Farmington Hills resi-
dent and member of the Safe Energy
Coalltion of Michigan, McCarthy, of
Blrmingham, d chalrman of
Detrolt Edison Co., whose nuclear
plants are a source of radicactive
wastes,

And that was how it went all eve-
ning — the panel Insisting there is a
problem which federal law requires
states to solve; Johnston and Jen-
nifer Puntenney of Farmington Hills
arguing against any use of nuclear
power, calling the panel “apologists
for the nuclear power Industry” and
gmurrupung panelists’ answers 33

o3,

THE PROBLEM was born when

“three states — Washington, Nevada

and South Carolina —~ announced
they would accept low-level radloac-
tive wastes only until 1993,

Here is the history as outlined in a
standard script and slide show from
the reglonal commission:

The U.S. Congress in 1980 Inbeled
1t a state problem, giving states the
options of folning regional compacts
or solving it alone.

Michigan opted to joln a Midwest
compact with Wisconsin, Minnesota,
lowa, uri, Indlana and Ohlo.
(Dlinola Joined with Kentucky.)

THE REGIONAL commisafon,
with one member from each state, is
to decide in March which state will
serve as the regional collecting poiat
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Beverly McAninch
no takers

("host") for 20 years and which as
the "successor” for 20 years.
McAninch said Michigan stands a
good chance because it generates 33
percent by volume, and 41 percent
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rage site

" by radloactivity, of all LLRW in the

reglon. Ohlo ranks second at 19 and |

25 percent respectively.

Added - Taylor: “There
doudt In my mind Michigan will be
ope of the four finallsts.” .

'

GENERATORS OF the wastes
are 2,300 companies and institutions
licensed by the U.S, Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission.

They will pay for dlsposal of their
wastes, McAsinch sald. -

Electric power plants produce 75
pereent of the LLRW in the form of
resins, clothing, tools and reactor
components. (Spent fuel and other
high-level wastes are a fedsral re-
sponsibility.)

The remalning 25 percent Is gen-
erated by manufacturing flrms (for
example, smoke detectors), research

. laboratories and h'ospli:ls using ra-

Is ltde.

Fred Fear, stafl member from .

MSU's department of rescurce
velopment.

THE REGIONAL comission :112
levy a 25-percent surcharge on
posal fees to provide $40 milllon In
Incentives over 20 years to the com-'
munlty which agrees
site. Target date s Jan.1,1908, * ©°
The storage faclilty, probably op-*
erated by a private contractor after |
competitive bldding, will provide 2!
jobs with an annual payroll "o
$400,000. . ’ R

{OI5A & ’

10 be a storage ™ -

ou -

Two trucks a day will bring’in™" .-

wastes, to be stored In vaults or con-

crete canisters, Fearsaid, - - -’

The NRC says radiation exposuré
to a person living at the edge of the -
200-acre site should be limlted to

0.25 rems {2 measure of mﬂ!oacglvlf'j: ,'
Py

ty) a year.
ey

diation for

“Even If we stopped future use of
radloactive materials, we would still
need a dlsposal site in the reglon, be-
cause of the need to dispose of waste
{rom decommissioned nuclear pow-
er plants and other facllities that
used radioactive materials,” sald

"

alimit of 0.01 rems.

In contrast, a typlcal American is s’

i

exposed o 0.20 rems a year from the

eavironment. A dental X-ray is 040

rems; a chest X-ray, 0.025 rems:

The ideal site will be an Inland -
tract of statc land with road access.™
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LET OUR GEMOLOGIST APPRAISE YOUR FINE JEWELRY
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 5, 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M. -
FINE JEWELRY SALON, BIRMINGHAM
Bring in your fine jewelry or loose gemstones for an accurate evaluation ..
and an actual-size photograph for Insurance purposes. You may also
wish to have your diamond Gemprinted at the same time. This safe .
low-lavel laser “fingerprinting" process produces a permanent record
which will distinguish your dlamond from another should an
identificatlon be necessary. Both services can be performed while .
you wait. Charges vary with services requested. Please reserve .
your appolntment by calling 644.6900, extension 248. .

Jacobsons

We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The Ametlcan Express* Card.

SHOP SOMERSET MALL: SUN, 12—5. MON., THURS. & FRI, 10=9. TUES., WED. & SAT. 10-8.
USE YOURBONWIT TELLER CARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA OR MASTERCARD

Shop unlil 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Manday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

panel ald its goal Is™!




