Petition worker’s suit hitls 180-day limit

By Tim Richard
staff writar

'l'he‘:-:t were bigger polltical names
in court Friday — Dick er,
John Lauve. Curyat

But Dean Fitzpatrick's name will
bo on the case as plaintiff. An ob-
scure political worker from Troy,
Fitzpatrick is challenging the constl-
tutionallty of a state law limiting pe-
tition drives to 180 days.

Oakland Clreuit Judge Alice Gil-
bert told him at the close of a 40-
minute hearing: “Thls is a legal chal-
lenge that req: will

‘The object (of the original biil) was to
deal with election results. It was
altered to deal with petitions. . .
Absurd, Ludicrous, Not correct.

Equivocation.”

— Fitzpatrick's attornay

tion law. Tho House took a house-

keeping bill on election law In 1984

and substltuted something entirely
ferent.”

In the caso of petition drives, how-
ever, Gartner sald both the original
and final versions were Intended to
amend election law. Both versions
were accurately described by the
titlo “A bill to amend the election
laws, to regulate primaries and elec-
tions and safeguard the purity of

attorney, had a new wrinkle agalnst
the state’s argument that petitions
for ims on such matters as

1
Issue a wrmen oplnion. I'm not put-
ting this on the back burner. I'll de-
clde as quickly as possible."”
The plalnti{f in F

constitutional amendments must be
filed with the Secretary of State’s
office no later than 180 days after
the flrst is

Secretary of State Richard Au:t.Iu
smiled.

FITZPATRICK likes to wark on
petition drives. He has worked on
Lauve's drive to recall Gov. James
Blnnclmrd on Chrysler’s part-time

rive and on F

‘The Ann Arbor lawyer charged the
Leglslature l\’rlnlar:tn;din the Michigan

1 y tacking

onto election bills that had nothing to

do wllh the intent of the original blll.
changes were dramatlc,”

he s:ud of the bills that started out as

L Erooks Patterson's death penalty

"l’vc never run for office. I have
no intention of running,” said Fltzpa-
trick, addlng he doesn't belong to a
‘polltlcxl
= “Tma workc:. I'm busy with my
“Job and stuft, T put a lot of time lato
-working. My wife left me. I lost my
Job and stuff,” said the now self-em-
ployed tool an

voter and elcctlon re-
sulls measures and ended up setting
the time Limits.

And Raaflaub argued that the
Legislature rammed the bills into
law in a day or two, violating a con-
(altgudonv.l provision requiring more

e

He clted the so-called Anderson
case, In which former Clreuit Judge

{uger.
ler, who ran second in the
-1986 Republican gubernatorial pri-

. thry. and Lauve, who dropped out

Georgc l.aPhu nruct down a legis-
act that was
paslcd Into an obscure elections blll,

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY General
Richard Gartner nskcd the judge 1ur

to
run (or the Legislature, were back-
3ng and encouraglng him.

¢ DAVID RAAFLAUB, Fitzpatricks

summary
case.

“I worked on the Anderson case,"
Gartner sald, arguing that Fitzpa-

nature

- 4 Timothy
L. Nowlcki

elections,”

The state attorney sald Raallaub
was taking too restrictive a view of
the titles,

lrlck‘s nlwmey was mmpp]ytn it.
urt sald that reapportion-
ment ls enurely scparate from clec-
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“We want the suit dismissed, with
prejudics,” Gartoer concluded.

RAAFLAUB replied that the state
attorney’s view was “too broad.

“The object (of the original bill)
was to deal with clection results. It
was altered to deal with petitions
. « . Absurd, Ludlcrous. Not correct.
Equlvocatior.

“Time limlts create an enormous
burden on anyone petitioning for
changes. It is a burden on the peo-
ple’s constitutional rights,” ho sald,

der that the Secretary of State roust™,
scoept the petitions In question. In:
effect, such an order wonld allow-
Patterson more time to coliect deatti .
penalty. signatures and Chrysles”
more time to collect part-time Leg-.
Islature signatures.

The sult also secks monemrydarm
ages from the state.

the hearing, Chrysler said - -

his petitions haven't beea filed, “The -
slgnatures aro just sitting there. Wo
are not flunx becnuse of the 180-day
problem,” he said, adding that bis

Gartner declined to reply.

group bad collected enough names
Fitzpatrick's sult sceks a court or- .
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FULL SET ACRYLIC NAILS

$2 00 Ask For

Karen
MANICURE.........$7.00

In The Villago Mall Grand mvnl & Fermington
Farmington, Mich.

478-0720 CLASSES

Kitchen Creations :
CAKE DECORATING - CANDY MAKING SUPPLIES
NESTLE - MERCKEN BRANDS

Hellum Balloons for all occasions
Valentine Special |

Helium Balloons $
Bouquet 1 2'95

Ry 3 orpEREARLY P74
(FnEE Ioum‘m 4 Located in Village Mall .
”é“' ‘;" ‘,‘"":3' © 23816 Farmington Road
:";m’ thl‘: o Q@ Corner of Grand Rlvor and
\\nd td Q Farmington Rd.
S ¢ Closed Sun. & Mon.

To owl, airport

is like tundra

. By Timothy Nowlck]
' spcclnl writer

. Lnte!yl bave, )wd n scriu a! Inter-

that
Enm worth lhlrlng
#° While driving by Metropolitan Air-
i port on my way to work the other
! day, 1 saw a snowy owl fly across I-
1 94 toward the terminal bnlldlng; I
| made & quick loop around the air-
1 port, but failed to spot it agaln.
At lunch time I drove cntirely
1 around the airport, looking on every
1 light pole and fence post for large
1 white protruslon. Then I circled the
! terminal bulldings.

IT MAY SEEM Incongruous to
look for a northern nomad of the
barren tundra around a busy alrport.

But because of the open, flat land
around airports, snowy owls view
them as a habitat close to that of
their native territories,

As T was about to head back to
work, I looked up at an anteana pro-
trudin from the roof of the US.
Poslal Service buildlng — and there
It was. Perched on the top of this
long, thin pole was a very streaked
SDOWY oWl.

8nowy owl
on the lookout

Birds with heavy
1 their plumage are beuevcd tobe ju~
1 veniles, Young birds are inexpert-
+ enced and cannot defend or maintain
a territory against older hirds when
food supplles are low.

ANOTHER ODDITY was the high
promontory on which the blrd was
1 perched, Tundra habitat in northern
Cannda facks vegetation more thana
few feet above ground.

Yet this bird, and others that are
scen in Michigan, quickly learn to
take advantage of high hunting
perches.

From this vantage polnt, he could
not only see mice and voles In the
flelds, but he could wink at passen-
gers of incorning flights.

All anlmals and plants are adapt-
- ed for certain habitats and remain in
thosa areas whenever possible. Some
animals are able to adapt to similar
habitats if they are displaced.

Others, with more rigld require-
ments, will dle if displaced. Even
during temparary displacements —
such as migration — anlmals seck
similar habitats.
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WINTERIZE
NOW

INSTALL THE
“PERFECT MATE"
DOORWALL STORM SYSTEM
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Factory/Showroom

538-8288  Since 1963

“LUXTRA" INTERIOR STORM WINDOWS
Patio Door Sales, Inc.

26481 W. Soven M0s Rd., Redford Twp. MI 48240
538-6212

Mon.~Fri. 8 - 5+ Sal. 8:30 - Noon
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“Have a Heart”
T

Humane Society Benefit

Grand River &
Farmington Rds.
Friday, Feb. 13 10 a.m.-9 p.m. ,
Saturday, Feb. 14 10 a.m.-6 p.m
Rainuhmnnts will be Served

Society - It return

Bring a ¢ the
Villnge Mall Merchnnu will offer speciaf discounts,
nations ean be caud, check, dog or cat foods, etc.}
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WOODEN HEART

10% OFF ALL MERCHANDISE
Excluding TOM CLARK Figures

DONATIONS TO HUMANE SOCIETY
CASH - OLD BLANKETS - HOMES
WITH DONATIONS RECEIVED ADDITIONAL 10%

83335 Grand Rl HOURS:
WOODEN HEART 33335 Grand Rluer
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MANY OTHER IDEAS FOR THAT BPECIAL VALENTINE!

Over 1100 plates oa display 201 Qe
Weare a repased dealer 61 o Beadiacd Exchange

16347 Middlebelt Road = Livonla
(Between 5 & 6 Mile) 261-5220

Mon.-Frk. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun, 12:6

COLLECTION

SOLID OAK

TABLES axp CHAIRS

Beautlfully Hand Finished
(Unfinished aiso availabia)

EUROPEAN LACE CURTAINS
Fu'u Ing Gingorbread House,
A Flowers an:

d Gooso Pattern
Dollles
LARGE SELECTION
OF COUNTRY

Rwrm and ]
HAND-CRAFTED
ACCESSORIES
AND QIFT ITEM8 PRIMITIVES
LAY-A-WAY
AVAILABLE

Hinkle

Qak Furniture
& Accents

91104 5 Mile » Livonin » 422-7177
(Merri-Five Pluxal
Moo Thers. 184, Prt. 10-7, Sat. 168

ol A SR O I S IR b B b S b kS
Lhe TLace Curtain ﬁhnp
« By the Yard * Tablecloths
« With Rod Pocket +Dollies
= Ready to Hang + Placemats
«No Sewing + Bedspreads
« Machine Wash & Dry » Wallhangings

The Lace Qurtain Shop

BRITISH MADE LACE CURTAINS

33216 Grand River {1 btk, East of Farmington Rd.)
Farmington » Mon.-Sat. 10-8 471 '2058

PAIN 1s our SPECIALTY

Are you facing each day with the
hope your pain will be gone?

It could be a reality, with a
CERTIFIED
BONNIE PRUDDEI;I MYOTHERAPIST
al

Associates in Myotherapy, Ltd.
Spec:’alzzmg m Relief of Musculgr Pain
10 Farmington Road
(Near 6 Mile) Livonia
422-6200

Let Us Deliver Your

VALENTINE
BALLOON

AND CANDY TREAT!

Free delivery anywhere in the U.S.
Phone Orders Welcome
DEBBIE'S CARD CONNECTION
615 N. Mill St. (In Old Villoge)

il = 459-2425 E

g Open 7 Days E




