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VYote

Renew school millage

41

SSST. There's an el com-
ing up Tuesday.
Vaters will consider renew-
A ing 4 mills of Farmington
Public Schools' 32.5-mill property tax
leévy for operations, That tax rate 1s 10
percent below the average for Oakland
County's 28 school districts,
+ Four mills represent $5.6 million —
10 percent of the district's $56 milllon
operating budget. Deep, ncross-the-
board cuts — touching every facet of
programming and staffing — undoubt-
edly would accompany.a negative vote.
Don't be misled. The renewal would
not be a new tax. But the school taxes
you pay won't ily stay the

A SCHOOL district with rising prop-
erty values provides a sort of bullt-n
mechanism to avoid having to constant-
1y seek a higher property tax rate.

‘That should be clearly understood by
voters, who have just as much right to
press for a lower tax rate in the wake of
i d property values,

same. You may pay more if the value of
your property has gone up — a likely
prospect in a thriving district ranking
among the top five In the county in state
equalized value.

_ BUT FARMINGTON Public Schools
voters have never defeated a school tax
renewal, And there's no good reason to
start now, Vote yes Tuesday.

The $5.6 million that's at stake Is
needed just to meet basic cost Increases
for energy, supplies and salaries, says
Michael Flanagan, assistant superin-
tendent for finance.

- Even though the inflation rate is the
lowest in years, it's still a factor to be
reckoned with, Over the past two years,
energy costy climbed 14 percent to $1.7
million. Insurance costs shot up 300
percent, to more than $2 million.

Wages for 1,500 employees represent
the single biggest component of the dls-
trict's budget — 80-plus percent. Trus-
tees have tried to keep wages competi-
tive without breaking the budget. This

year, for example, most employee

groups recelved a 5 percent pay In-
crease.

The “truth in taxation” hearing held
each spring is where district taxpayers
can stand up and say, “Hey, you're get-
ting more dollars because property val-
ues are up. Make the case to us that you
need the extra dollars.”

Although property taxes come up for
renewnl at a pre-set amount, the dis-
trict for the past flve years chose to not
levy the full amount.

This year, the Tax Limitation
Amendment will combine with badly
necded building improvements to re.
quire the full 4-mill levy just to main-
tain programming, Flanagan says.

REAL ESTATE indicators show a

e b
area’s strong property values and the
quality of its schools.

As state treasurer Robert Bowman
underscored during a local visit Jan. 22,
a finapcially strong state hinges on a
strong educational system.

Machines won't make Michigan
great. People who can meet the rigors
of a competitive economy will.

Help invest in tomorrow’s work force
by saying yes to Farmington Public
Schools Tuesday.

Presidential hopeful
ts well worth a liste

tr ame

SORDY, MR, EDISON, BUt
WE ONLY WANT PECPLE
WHO HAVE CORDORATE
SAVVY AND INSTINGTS
ROR FUTURE PROFITS.

"MEMO TO: Personnel director, AXD
Laboratories,
FROM: Cora Porate, personnel inter-
viewer,
RE: Research sclentist position, Can-
didate 02/11/1847, o

- Credentinls: Candldate has only three
months of formal schoollng. We uiually
require graduate work at a mejor uni-
versity for this post unless there are
other quallfications. Candidate says he
is well read but cannot demonstrate
same with verified lists of books bor-
rowed from libyaries, . .
Work babits: He has a “drudge” work
style, Insisting, “Genius i3 2 percent in-
spiratlon, 98 percent _perspiration.”
While self/employed in his own labora-

ONE OF the most i ing perso- — tory, he performed 4,999 e:]pe:lmu}ls.
tidges on the international stage these electrit uﬁm{sm ﬁnf a{l'mﬂ.:
past two decades has been Gen. Alexan- through fo e 0"@& e“em‘:’ e tate
gﬁ;ﬁ%ﬂ’g&g‘wfgfﬁme in bifocals would-seem.fo want our firm-to- fund
: . Frod |Gt St
ot e e assurance’of a e :
rsWhen 1 asked one of his disciples b o
‘gsmer to salute or uponp]_n_ R DeLano uct P‘::t the marketplace at the end. ot
uctlon, it was suggested that a firm, bolds patent on clectric voﬂhgmma chine,

pid-fashioned American handshake
vight still be acceptable to this native
hitadelphian.

**The general turned 62 on Dec. 2 and
among those close to the Washington
scene there seems little doubt but that

at the door, Mess call will be at 7, pre-
ceded by a cash bar at 8 p.m. Halg will
be introduced by his longtime friend,
U.S. Rep. William S. Broomfleld of the
18th District who has served In Con-
gress since 1958 and is now the ranking

bli on the House Forelgn Af-

e hopes to be the

for the office of president of the United
Statesn 1988,

'

: Astute

fairs Committee.

Even if Halg were not a longshot
pr jal inee in a fleld that in-

and
rge Will, writing in'the Washington
o5t last week, reported that Haig's po-
fiitical-actlon committee already “has
disbursed $600,000 since July" on behalf
lof tils unannounced candidacy.

Although his most recent govern-
ymental role was as secretary of state
lunder President Reagan, Halg cannot
be Iabeled a politiclan. He has never
held elected office. However, he is com-
ing bere as guest of a political group,
the Republican Committee of Qakland
County, to deliver the principal speech
’Satmdny at the 98th anniversary ban-
qclixelt’ of the Cakland Lincoln Republican
ub.

HAIG IS a military man throngh and
sthrough. His face, chiseled from grao-
ite, 15 famillar to televisl
throughout the land. His manner
\bespeaks the discipline In which he was
trained at West Point. It will be fascl-
nating to sce whether anyone so serious
can dellver the type of hip, hip hooray
speech that so often typlfies political
pbrty pep rallies such as Saturday’s.
"-Oakland County Republican Chalr-
man Latry Dickerson of Farmington
CHills expects tha upbeat approach and
ksays he hopes the 800 or more people
will be dining with the general at

’s of Bloomfield “go away some-
t cnergized”

g;:lﬂdduzlwly, u&m for the banquet
still svailable by calling 338-1138.
. mymuo”ch‘mdwmmbug‘lq

cludes- Vice President George Bash,
Rep. Jack Kemp of New York State,
Sen. Robert Dole, who is Republican
leader in the Senate, and even evangel-
ist Pat Robertson, his comments at this
moment in history would be eagerly
awaited.

Here Is a man who literally bled for
his country in Vietnam, the Purple
Heart being among his carload of life-
time decoratlons, Few can match a ca-
reer that has Included service at Gen.
MacArthur's beadquarters in Tokyo, the
NATO staff, combat in Vietnam, chief
of staff under presidents Nixon and
Ford, five years as supreme allied com-
mander In Europe, the office of secre-
tary of state, and most recently inpor-
tant roles in the private sector.

‘THIS IS A SERIOUS, scholarly man
with a marvelous command of the Eng-
lish language, oot a stand-up comle. I
have to belleve that he understands the
contradictions between secrecy and de-
mocracy and that the one place the
twain have to meet is In the oval office.

Quoting George Will once more,
“Halg goes lurtheﬂ_hanwpmspecﬂvl:

critl the president . . . However,

he faces among other problems the fact

that his expertise is in foreign policy,

Elections almost never turn on that, and

it is hard to imagine Hailg waxing elo-

quent about soybeans.” ' '
. . H

{0 taily in a’'minute the votes:of Con-
s and ellminate hour-long roli calls.-
market research, how:

A hard lessonto

_grain elevator and was nearly shot ac- . market piche i3 the upscale, styliah pro-

Press relatl He emp o PR
firm or staff. The last time he sought
media contact, he called newspersons to
the office .of the Sclentific American
and told “the boys" his findings. Whea I
informed him that media contacts.in
our firm are to be made only.by the de--

affairs dlrector: he ﬁg nothing hu_g as- .

sumed a def
sition in the chair. . .and blology books,

Ingurance (nvestigation: This candl-' . parket orlentation: Candidats 03/11
date is rated “accident prone” by our "1847 wants to develop products for thtl!'
insurance management division, He bas- Jower segment of the market - talking
started a baggage car fire on a'tralt, mgehines, electric/powered appllances,
burned down & barn, fallen into & canal “qyiamos for citywide productioh .of
in his native Milan, Ohlo, almoet- ejectricity, . non-flaming ‘Hghts,  "an
smothered in wheat while “exploring” a “welpctric pon,” dlctating machines, Our |

cidentally by police because

he is too ! conaal
deanohearngvarnlngtogtop. R teminnzlwholmtpﬂee

ik

Handicaps: Candidale, as noted catlonbeplaceds
above, s nearly deaf. N.B.: We bave - - o '¥
met our quota this year for handicapped . The above pa " §008
hiring, Other heaith factors OK. . after visits’ to' Thomas
. ‘Appearance: He admits his sulta are -Menlo Park: laboratory nol
{nexpensive because once, during an ex- - dn Greenficld Village, and
periment, he burned a hole in & new $30 " ter home in ‘Fort: Muéry,
sult.” He replaces each sult with one in  140th ‘anniversary of: ,
the same style. Dring conversation, be ‘is' Feb. 11, Government ‘affites
revealed he had never Tead "Dress for oﬁindlrgmggumbe‘caysc 1t s not

Success” because he prefers chemistry, I

FINALLY, SOMEONE has the cour- -

f‘ge to stand up and holler, “pay atten-
on."”

That’s what Southfield-bazed Channel
7 did last week when general manager
Jeanne Findlater gave the station go-
ghead to run condom ads. And we all
ghould be thankful that this media gen-
eral was brave enough to brush aside
the meek and to withstand the critlelsm.

Her ploneering apirit could save the
life of someone you love.

Other media outlets along with mil-
lions of Americans are slow to realize
that AIDS, a sexually transmitted dis-
ease, is spreading like wildlire and
soon will kill hundreds of thousands of
us,

Regular Observer & Ecceatric read-
ers wilt recall that months ago we did
several storles on the dangers of AIDS

B crackerbarret
{ debate '

Steve
Barnaby

1f your child has unprotected sexual
- with infected with
AIDS, they stand a high risk of con{
tracting this fatai disease. We have
that a cure, a magic serum, doesn’t ex-  stop being so naive as to belleve tha
ist and won't exist for the next five t0 10 abstinence is a way to prevent AIDS
years, By that time, hundreds of thou- from spreading. ) |
sands will have died in this country. No  Our children must know that no curé¢
telling how.many will die around the is in sight, that heterosexuals c:
world. tract the disease and that they can prod

And although the disease can be tect themselves from death by using
ftted by blood trans-  condoms. .

and its p 1 to reach ep! pro-

portlons,

Since that time other newspapers '

have tuned {n to the dangers of this al-
ways-fatal X

Unfortunately, the word just isn't
geiting out fast enough. Every day
thousands more become infected. That's
right, I said thousands — every day.

AND BECAUSE the public believed
1t was only a disease which haunted the
homeosexual community, It turned its
back on the, disease, But now, the het-
erosexunl community 13 being struck.

And every scientiflc authority agrees

- 1

* are willing to be educated.

fuslons or through use of infected  But we must first reach them with
needles used primarily by drug addicts, the message. That's why schools should
the primary mode of transmission is open their curriculums to AIDS educa;
through sexual contact. tion. That's why newspapers and magat
Within five years, 50,000 Detroit- zines should join in this effort. H
area resldents could be dying from And that's why more televislon sta:
AIDS. tions should advertise condoms. Yo!
people use television as thelr pi
source of information gathering, They
lesson 18 that transmission of AIDS can  often know more about the advertls-
be prevented through use of condoms. ments that are broadcast than the
Now many will say this is some kind  shows. .
of moral issue to be debated. But that is Before you protest the move, think
shortsighted. AIDS Is a life and death about It It's a matter of life and death
1gsue, for your children.

N 1 . .. .

But that doesn’t have to happen if we
Anma first



