Truth can be harmful

>

“IF IT doean't work right, tell us.
1f it does, tell others” AE!.;; famll-
-lar promotional. Not well-written,
" perhaps, but unmistaknbly clear,
Could ould & nnyanu doubt what was

Studenunl reug,lon mlght {ind this
dictum remarkably similar to the

commandment of the Ten that reads |

_“You shall not bear false witness”.
Evangellcal explanations {o this
commandment emphasize not the re-
straint of Inlse wllnus, but rather

~ the necessity to speak'well of others

. and put wobul interpretation on all
theydo. ‘Y.

‘That wij.always the most discon-
certing part. It wasn't the bearing of
false witness that was so trouble-
some. It was trylng to speak well of
others and pulting the best interpre-
tation on all they had done that was
extremely difflcult.

“Not bearing false witness” or
“telllog v it it doesn't work right”
are oot concerned with les. They are
concerned—with telllng the truth in
such a manner that the esteem of all
will be entiched, This s not an Issue
of deliberate lying, but rather inten-
uoua! truth that will bulld communl-
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TRUTH CAN be,used to destroy,
just as truth can be used to build and
to enrjch. A truthful statement can
destroy a person as easily as a mali-
clous half-truth or le.

And even more demonlcally,
truthful statement can be used not
only to destroy the other persom, but
also to build up one's esteem In the
minds of others.

The fabric of our soclety has been
s0 distorted in recent years by delib-
erate deception and vested self-in-
terest that the building of communi-
ty through truth will be dlfflcult. We
are more Inclined to use truth as a
sword to malm and to kill than'as an
experience. of shared hope that
builds community.

Secking out the'best in others —
putting the best interpretation on ev-

ﬁDance aids dystrophy

"Supcr -Dance Marathon” will
help raise money for the

cast of the Pontiac Silverdome.
Ticket is

Dystrophy Association the evening
of FridaymFeb, 13. Sponsor Is the
Student ermmee Council on the

Auburn Hils Campus of Oakland
Communifg College,

The cvg will run from 6:30 to
11:30 p.mmin G Bullding of the cam-

pus, on Fem.lxerane Road two miles 'd

from the student activities office at
353-4359 Donatlons are tax-deducti~

Hcfmhmnnta will be donated by
local merchants, Sponsorship pack-
cts arc avallable from the student
activities umce {rom 8:30 to 5 week-

days.
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erything others do — explalning

thelr actions In the kindest way -
are gilts of trust and hope and kind-
ness we offer to others, They arc the
bullding blocks of community that
dares to move beyond self-defense.
‘The spirit -of acceptance and affir-
mation builds acceptance and afflr-
mation.

WE ARE, of course, free to choose
either one. And that Is the ultimate
issue. . . what we choose to do.

‘What is-at stake is the quality of
1life wa would choose. The process of
secking the beat in each person can
only create a life together that
builds on the best each bas to share
and give.

Chooslng only not to bear false
witness against those who do other-
wise would not olfer much lfe to-

gether, because there would be 8o
very little with which to begln.

The Rev. Lioyd D. Buss iz the
pastor of Abiding Prexevwc Lu-

VERTICAL
BLINDS
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If you’re looking for that special sofa,
Here’s what we’ll try and talk you into

Nothing. Because now the choice is yours.
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settlo for something that was close to
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aut n.m for that anym
Flrat, choose the nyla you want.

at

wnl yo«mwnw. or pay a lot for a  beaul
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Choose the style and fabric you want,

Nexi, browse through our new Kupen
Fumnlture Showcase and
{abric you want. Choose from wtr IM
ul, durable fabrics all displayed
in large swatches, not little saippets.
Then, anee you've put wEeuw exacily
the combination you want, place your
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