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Remnants:

Couple uncover
the survivors
of Poland’s past

By Corinne Abatt
ataff wrltor

It's almost like looking at a lost
clvilizatlon, thls exhibition of color
photographs from a book about Jews
left in Poland after the Holocaust, at
Blrmingham's Pierce Street Galiery.
These are gentle, thought-praveking
glimpses of a way of life that scems.
to disappear as you wateh it.

The first chapter of the book,
"Remnants: The Last Jews of Po-
land"” has a one word title, ‘Why?”

Why would a young, married, Pols

1sh couple from Wal rsaw, | ‘Tomasz To-
free-lance p!

and jour-

Her curiosity was fueled by a
well-remembered paln, “In 1863,
25,000 Jews left Poland. They were
very assimilated . It was very pain-
ful. They consldered themselves
Poles, not Jews. They were invited
{0 cmigrate. 1 had some very good
friends who were Jews in high school
and my flrst year of college. I was
very shocked, It was the first serlous
cexperience of my life. They came to
my apartment. We it all

and Ji

night. It stayed with me — the paln.
But I was too young to deal with the
subject.”

Nlczabltowska, with degrees in
law and journallsm, from the Unl-
versity of \rynrs‘nw, and To-

a

J
nalist, want to write about Jews?
Like 50 percent of the Poles, they
are Reman Catholic, The Jewish
population of Poland has all but dis-
appeared. Why dld they want to in-
terview old people, living by them-
selves In smail towns and villages?

And i tum from the Jews they
N;ﬂd find, came another why, Why
us

' But,- the couple ' persisted from™
1980 to 1985, working™on " thelr
project quietly while they dld other
assignments, driven by a curlosity
that wouldn't go away.

She said, "My grandmother, who
brought me up, told me about Polish
Jews. It was a normal part of Polish
history. My grandmother was a very
clever person. She wanted to educate
me in a particular way, and Jews
were part of my heritage.”

With that said, this slim, blond,
blue-cyed Journalist spoke of the at-
mosphere when she was golng to
school in the '508 and '60s, “The Jew-
ish subject was taboo in Poland, The
Jewish subject was untouched — fn
the press, cn TV, in bocks ~ there
‘was just nothing.”

SHE WONDERED WHAT, if any-
thing, was left of the once second
largest Dinsapora In the world that
numbered more 3 million be-
fore World War II. Thelr influence
on the culture and economy of Po-
land had been signlflcant for a thou-
sand years.

photogra-
pher, tralned In physics and optlcs,
at the University of Warsaw, met in
1977 and were married in 1978, Both
were active in the Soltdarity Unfon
" and she went to work for its paper,
Solidarity Weckly, from the flrst fs-
suc on. When that was closed down,
she worked for other papers and
many of her articles appeared in
Western publlmu ons lncludinz Pa.d;

e

THEY USED THEIR OWN funds
on the project to find, talk with and
phatograph the Jews of Poland. In
all, she dld 1,000 Interviews and he
took 7,000 pictures, Film was often
difficult to {ind and so were the Jews
they wanted to photograph and inter-
view. .

“We could write the next book on
how to find the people,” Nlezabl-
towska safd, “They are not hidden,
but they are not publiclzed at all. It's
very important to win the trust of
the first person. They were anxlous,
surprised, susplclous. Many of them
are lonely, No one visits them. When
we came they asked why,”

Tomaszowskl said he printed some
of his pletures to show them what he

had done. “They liked the pictures

very much. 'l'hey saw they were not
manipulated.”

She added, “After the flrst barrler
was croased. they were {riendly.
They called us chlldren. They want-
od us to stay with them and they told
us many storices.”.

T
epent more than five ycnw

g down the

surviving Jews of Poland. Thoy worked out of tho public oyo,
on thoir own time, using thoir own money to complote a major

Staff photos by Jerry
Zolynsky

He sald,“They had the (ccllng they
are the forgotten

She sald many live in small, re-
mote vlllages, “They don’t nced
money or clothes. What they need s
hlunnu belngs. They were very nice

to us. We became friends, We stayed
In contact wllh theh:."

1x vice president of_

the Union- v!'Pv!&lh ‘Art Photogra-
phers, the only one of its kind in the
country. Membership brings an LD.
card that is the essential credentlal
for free-Jance photographers.

When he had an exhibition of 120
of the photographs of the Jews at
thls organizatlon’s gallery in War-
saw In 1985, the responsc was
heartwarming.

SOME 12,000 ATTENDED during
four weeks run, a record breaking
{lgure. The photographs of the Jew-
ish cemeteries In scrious disrepair
stimulated a movement to ralse
funds and volunteer help to care for
them.

He said, “Poland has 450 Jewish
cemeterles, most in very bad condi-
tlon. Even ple who live near
these places don’t know they are
there. We just wanlcd to shake the
people and it worked. "

Whlle the bock has not been print-
cd in Poland, a German version is
belng printed in Switzerland for dis-
tributlon in Germany, Austrla and,
‘Tomaszewski hopes, Holland.

saw synagog.

y book. In tho photo on tho wall is tho last kosher
In Warsaw, Zygmunt-Srul, during prayers In the War-

il
Sedar at the Jewilsh Community Center in Warsaw was
in 1983.

He said the book is like the second
chapter of Roman Vishniac's photo-
graphs of Jewish life in Poland be-
fore World War II.

But, in the last year, life has
changed dramatleally for this talent-
ed, energetic couple and their daugh-
ter, Maryna, 8. They are llving In
Cambridge, Mass,, where Niezabl-
towska I8 on a yearlong Nieman Fel-
lowship for journallsm at Harvard.

He is working on “Dlscovering
Americans,” an assignment from

Natlonal Geographic. They just re-
turned frem a trlp to Wyoming and
before that made a 5,000 mile, 26-
day trip by car from Boston to Los
Angeles,

He reports with a smite of delight
that be has shot 200 roles of fllm and
adds that quality is paramount when
shooting for National Geographic,"
You have to bring them the best of

e best."” N

He remembers when fllm was
hard to come by and many thlngs in-

terfered with the work, but he
doesn't dwell on the past and neither
does she. It Ls as if thoy; have a sense
of destiny and there are lmny mls-
sions to accomplish.

“Remnants: The Last Jews of
Poland,” Malgorzata Niezabi-
towska and Tomasy To-
maszewski, Friendly Press, $35,
Picrce Street Gallery, 217, Pierce,
Birmingham. Hours are 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday.

Exhibit marks Art Association’s 30th birthday

By Cotinne Abatt
staff writor

No wark of art to come out of the

Women Palnters has had a mare
effect on the

than the founding of the organlzation

that was to kecome the Blrmingham
1d Art

lcty of

mingham Soc!ely of Womun
'3 ¥

for the Bir- the BIr

It was because they needed a sult-
able place to hold classes that the
Women Palnters came up with the
Idea'of an art center.

Now 30 ycars later, that sced of an

Suxnrmn v.llrk' left, lnd Shirtey aoner. are alsols a eolebmlon "of Iho 30th hlrlhdny of
Bl ArtA .

Palntars that
1

Idea has blossomed Into an exhibi-
tlon and teaching facllity with coun-
tywlde impact.

Ken Gross, BBAA executive direc-

tor, said, “We currently have 1,100
studenis registered, that's the blg-
gest winter term enrellment in our
hlstory.”
Gross also sald there are long-
range plans taking shape to rebuild
the classroom wing and Include a
community room for meetings, pro-
grams and classes. The fund-raising
campaign for it will be offlclally
Iaunched In March.

The membership of the Women
Painters continues to be actively In.
volved as artists, teachers, fund-ra-
isers, board members and all around
volunteers.

WHEN THEIR 41st exhlblt opens
at the Art Associatlon Friday, Feb.
8, It wlil be a 30th birthday celebra-
tlon as well as a 7-9 p.m, reception
for artists, friends and general pub-
llc.

In honor of that, the Women Paint-
ers are publishing and selling a
weekly date book with 55 drawings
chosen from thosc submitted.

Suzanne Vellck and  Shirley
Gower, cochairman of the exhibi-
tlon, sald It wlil be a double show,
The 55 origlnal drawings for the
book will be on exhiblt and (some)
for sale [n the de Salle Gallery. The
multi-medla art exhiblt of works by
the Women Painters, juried by Mary
il:mu Blgler, wlil be in the maln gal-
ery,

Velick sald the whole atmosphere
of the upenlng “will 100k very birth-
day partyish.”

As a tribute to the BBAA, disc joc-
key, Mare Ankeeman, will be play-
ing mustc from the 50s at the open-
ing. :

Back In 1957 when the Women
Painters atarted thinking about an
art center, they contacted a well-
known local artist, the late Robert
Thom. He agreed to help with the
plans only if It was an organization
that would serve the whole commu-
nity.

THOM THEN became the flrst
president of what was first called
the Bloomfleld Art Associatlon. Xt
was located In a house at 381 N,

en that

Improvements have been made al-
most continuously slnce the tanks
were scaled and the bullding deodor-
{zed In 1957,

Sizeable monetary gifts from art-
ist, Reva Shwayder and gailery
owner, the late Peggy de Salle, pro-
vided for outdoor deck and court-

yard areas, The main gallery has
bccn remodeled and improved,

When a faculty exhibitlon was
held last fall, 58 teacher/artists in
the community were [nvited to take
part, indicating that the BBAA's role
as an employer is significant.

AS A catalyst, It has generated in-
terest in and appreciation for art
lhnl has favorably affected the

had to be vacated, the Art Associa-

tion leased the old sewage plant at

1518 S. Cranbrook for $1 & year for

:5 years from the city of Blrming-
am.

les, the Lifestyle and commer-
clal atructure of the community, The
pumber of framing stores, artlsts
supply stores and art gallerics in the
area has Increased noticeably over
the last three decades. R

The Soclety of Wom-

What also was obvl-
ous was that the ugly plant would
need a lot of help to become a thing
of beauty, The tank arca became the
maln gallery, {ill dirt and a new roof
belped, 50 did the additlon of class-
rooms in 1878.

en Palnters wanted a suitable place
to study and exhibit art. As it turned
out, so did thousands of other people.
And that's what first president Rob-
ert Thom, apparcntly sensed from
the beginning.

See related story on Page 4E




