OXT.Ro-10A)

O&E Monday, February 9, 1687

Support for applaance blii grows — slowly.

By Penny Wright
spocial writor

“Government regulations cannot
do a perfect job for everybody,” sald
Joe Green, owner of D & G Heating
and Cooling In Livonia, “There are
trade-offs with avery plece of legis-
lation.”

: Hereferred to the National Appll-
ance Energy Conservation bill,
‘which received unanimous congres-

¢glonal support last year but waa
pocket-vetoed by Pruldem Reagan
in the fall.

. The bill was reintroduced In Con-
‘gress Jan. 0. .

- THE APPLIANCE bill (S 08-HR
87) sets tougher mipimum ol

energy el-
‘ficlency standards for a broad nmxn

of huung and coollng appliances, in-
cluding refrigerator-frecrers, fur-
paces, clothes dryers, alr-condition-
cors and dishwashers.

At present the U.S, Department of
Energy scts appllance effictency lev-
cls without legis!nuve backing. Sev-
cral Individual states have passed
their own standards.

Groen has mixed {eelings about
the bill.

“Yes, |t i3 good for consumers to
haye federal standands. People do
not always know or care about ener-

gy efficiency, and they can get
chr.nlnd by “poorly manufactured
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our Iand sales represents the amount of ener-
gy produced by six large 1000-MW
P bascload power plants. The re-
enny mr%hers :o:ﬂznd the 1.;q\mllnn
would drop to two power plants if all
3 Wl'lght new appliances were as efflcfent 23

thebest 908

nmducbl that can't produce tha 8av- the average new bousehold applls  UNTIL R

Ings clalmed,” be
“On the other lnnd. standards are

not good for the consumer when the'

law doesn'’t take into

*ance ia well

below the best unit

+ Virginia-based

Joe McGolre of the Airconditionlng
and Rctﬂxmtlun Institute (ART), &

wou!d lmva In bear exorbltant

repre-

senting manufacturers of heating
and cooling equ!pmcnt, sald appli-
ance manufact
federal lumdards to lvald the confu-
aon of baslng product.lun on meeting
dliferent state standards.

. Without federal standards, he sald,

ECENTLY,
manufacturers have resisted Ughu:r

how or where the appliance will be

Green sald a standard for ‘appll-
ance efflclency for the whole coun-
try may not fit the needs of a partic-
ular reglon.

“In our part of the country, an
Inefficient furnace sometimes works
better [n an older home than one of
the best energy saving types.”

COST TRADE-OFFS are also an
iasue with the new bill.

While proponents nck.nawlcdgc
tougher federal atandards could
raise prices of appliances, they say
the resulting net energy savings and
reductlon in energy imports will
offset higher prices,

ers at Lawrence Berke-
ley Laboratory In Berkeley, Calif.,
have found the energy efficlency of

. Birmingham's

an;
Hunler Boulevard

® Seiko ® Concord

® Piaget * Lassale

© Raymond ® Corum
Weil * and more!

1 Sk Oy - S Inch 24487

29100 Northwesteen Hury.-Southfield
Franklin Cerser Blde, Gulte 100
Comerof Frenklin and Northweateen

NW®. Camero[9 Irkdemnfwld !

557-0616

Mo S 030400 fa

available, and even further below
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Studles at the Inbonwry show an
Indlvidual may realize modest ener-
gy savings using the most amdmi
nppliances available, but the total
cost savings for all such appliances

reslstance crumpled after
8ix states (excluding Michigan) en-
tand.

cannot
tnku advantage of long producuan
runs and the patlonal -distribution
system to keep costs down.”

BOB NELSON, direcior of Regu-
latory and Consumer Affairs for the
mmls-

acted stand-

ards. Eleven more states have

moved to pass tighter standards,
Speaking in New York last week,

Public Service Co

slon (PSC), expressed a similar view,
‘"We feel that If 50 atates enact mini-
mum appliance standards, the publlc

r.lson the higher
appllasce msh that may follow
from tightening federal standards
will be offset by personal energy
e

vinga,
“The current Jull in the germ' cri-

energy
problem is bound 1o heat up agaln, 1t
is just 2 matter of time before we
h.lvc to conserve agaln.”

PSC supports the appliance act

and bas urged Michigan legislators
to co-sponsor the blll.
“We would ke quick action of
thia biil, Tha longer we continue havs
Ing different appliance eﬂlc!-cy
standards, the more costly it will ba
{or the consumer.”

Our area gaining jobs — Consumers

Nearly 14,000 new jobs — ncarly
balf {n the metro Detrolt suburby —
were created In {986 by new and ex-
panding Industry and major busl-
nesses in the arca served by Con-
sumers Power Co,, according to data
campl]ed by the utility.

The largest increase ln jobs, 7,028,
oceurred [n the company’a metm re.
glon, which includes Pontine, Mount
Clemens and Livonta,

Thers were 122 new or expanding
husinesses In that area In 1988, i

uding er  Warren Truck,
which added 500

Dynamics in Sterling Helghts, which
hired 2,635 employees; and CPC
Group In Pontiac, a new deslgn and
engine prototype firm, which hired
300 people.

“THESE DATA clearly "demon-
strate that economic growth in
Michigan is continulng. It means
that Consumers Power will have to
be ready to serve the clectric needs
for future expansion,” said Willlam
T. McCormick Jr., the utility's chair.
mnn and chlef executive officer,

ployces; General

Power sells natural

Levin to talk on Mideast

S Sen. Carl Levin of Michigan

“Iran and the Middle

Eut" at 9:30 a.m. Friday on Oak-

land Comtnunlty College's Orchard
Ridge Campus in Farmlngton Hilla,

The program Is part of 0CC's dls-
tingulshed speakers sertes. There s
frec admisslon to the public in tho
Smith Performlng Arts Theater. The

campus I8 on Orchard Lake Road
south of 1-698,

A Democrat, Levin is In his second
term. He recently returned from a
tour of the Middle East. He is a
member of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Commiltee.

‘The March 19 upeaxerlnu:e serles
will be Owen Bieber, president of the
Unlted Auto Workers unlon.

INSURANCE REPAIRS
Store Hours
Mon.-Sat.
8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

FURNITURE STRIPPING & REFINISHING

FREE Plck-up and Delivery

MICHIGAN RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

542-4110
21620 Coolidge Hwy.
Oak Park, M('48237

Mt

" Homeng 8| 8

suang 3|

gas in tho metro reglon Qutstate it
sells bath electricity and natural gas,

Altogether, the company’s eco-
nomic statistics show, 219 mew
plants and businesses opened In its
87-county service territory last year.
anou:er 86 enlarged their opera.

ons,

These new and expandlng busi-
nesses, at least 5,000 square feet in

size, meant 13,891 new jobs in Con-
sumers’ seven operating reglons.

McCormick sald the utillty’s eco-
nomic development department
played an important role'ln the ex-
panslon or location of a pumber of
Dew businesses In Michlgan. “That's
a role wo will contlnue to play,”
McCormick sald.

Mamat new GOP counsel

Frank T. Mamat, partner In the
Bloomfield Hills labor law firm of
The Fishman Group, has been ap-
polnted flrst general counsel for the
Republican Committee of QOakland
County. A long-time Republican ac-

tivist in Washington and New York
before coming to Michigan, Mamat
is GOP township dircctor for West
Bloomfield and a member of the
party finance committee,
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