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By Tim Richard
staff wrilor

State lawmakers and offfclals
from county road agencles are ex-
ploring a plan for local-option gaso-
1ine taxes for thelr crumbiing roads.

“I have been delegated,” nld Sen,
Richard Fessler, R-West Bloomfield,
“4o talk with groups of people to ex-
plore the possibllity of putu.ng to-
gether a revenue package.”

Feasler, who heads the Senate
Transportation Commlttee, will
meet Thuwsday with the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners’
new Transporiation Committee and
road commission leaders.

Fessler sald be and Sen. Connie
Binafeld, R-Maple City, have met
with County Road Assoclation lead-
era and urbap leaders from Wayne,
Oakland, Macombd and aesee
counties.

AP — State Rep, Mary Brown, D-
Kalamazoo has been named to chair
the Insurance Commlttee for the
next two years in the Michlgan
House of Representatives. She
succeeds retired Rep. Matthew
McNeely,

In another change announced
Thursday, a new WBS e3-

“THEIR PLAN was to levy an ad-
ditional state gasoline tax .and give
40 percent to the counties,

“I thought that was wrong. There
would not be sufficient revenue to
meet needs in Oakland County, If
you're golng to levy a new tax, it
should all go to urban countles.”

*‘In Oakland Countly, a penny per
gallon gasoline tax increase would
raise about $6 million, zccordlng to
estimates made by the OQakland
County Road Commlssion a year
ago. Voter approval would be neces-

Staie eyes @@uﬁﬁyngpﬁl@ﬁ tax

‘Their plan was to levy an additional
state gasoline tax and give 40 percent
to the counties. I thought that was
wrong. There would not be sufficlent
revenue to meet ngeds in Oskland

County.’

—— Sen. Richard Fessler

sary under the state
Fessler sald.

A local-option gasolloe tax was
one of a fistful of options whlch
OCRC Managiog Director John
Grubba asked political leaders to
dlscuss, Among the others were sales
tax, property tax, development dis-
tricts and business fecs.

Area reps keep
committee chairs

Clvil Rights: Rep, Ethel Terrell,
Highland Park.

Colleges and Universities: Rep.
Burton Leland, Detroit.

Conservatlon and Environment:
Rep. Thomas Secott, Flint.

Corrections: Rep. Fluyd Clack,
Fliat.

I and Ener-

tablished to handlo legislation on the
Constitution, Interstate and Federal
Relatlons. Freshman Rep, Ken De-
‘Beaussaert, D-New Baltimore, will
head that panel.

All committees are headed by
Democrats because the party has a
64-46 advantage,

gy: Rep, Virgil Smith, Detrolt.
House Oversight: Rep. Lewis Do-
dak, Montrose,
Jud!c;:;ry. Rep. Perry Bullard,

Labor: Rep. Juanlta Watkins, De-

it

quuur Conlrol' Rep. Stanley
1, Detrolt.

QObserver &
mittee chairs are:

Corporations and Finance: Rep.
John Bennett, Redford.

Education: Rep. Willlam Keith,
Garden Clty.

Elections: Rep. Maxine Berman,
Southfield,

Senlor Citizens and Retirement:
Rep. Justine Barns, Westland.

OTHER COMMITTEE chalrs are:

Agriculture and Forestry Commit-
tee: Rep. Thomas Hickner, Bay City.

Appropriations Commlttee: Rep.
Dominic Jacobettl, Negaunee,

area com-
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(Across from the Turlve Oaks Mall)
yual epportuniiy employer

Marine Alfairs and Port Develop-
ment: Rep. Vincent Porreca, Tren-

ton.

Mental - Health: Rep. Debble Sta-
benow, La B

Milltary and Veterans' Affalrs:
Rep. Robert DeMars, Lincoln Park.

Public Health: Rep. Micbhael Ben-
nane, Detroit.

Pubile Utilitles: Rep. Alma Stall-
worth, Detrolt.

Soclal Services and Youth: Rep.
‘Teola Hunter, Detrolt.

State Affairs: Rep, Joseph Young
Jr, Detralt.

43550 West Oaks Drive

ACT NOW.

“We want to see what he has in
mind," sald a spokesman for the

WESTERN OAKLAND leaders,
meanwhile, have put together a list
of three trunklines for thelr growing

area, Fessler reported.
Top priority is the'Haggerty Road
corridor on the Farmingtou Hills-

Novl border northward. Second pri-
ority is the Milford Road corridor
from I-96 to M-59, Third is Whito
Lake Township from M-5¢ to I-75.

Monday, Fedruary 8, 1087 O&E

(0154

for roads

The idea of allowing Michlgan's
urban counties to levy a local sur-
charge on gasollne was made public
In Lansing last week by Senate Ma-
jority Leader John Engler, R-Mount
Pleasant, Ho said it s under consid-
eratlon by Gov, James Blanchard,

Fessler sald neither Engler nor
the Senate GOP caucus has takea a

bard will remove his opposition to
ralslng the state’s 15-cent per gallon
cap on gasolloe taxes across Mishi-
gan to pay for the repalr and expan-

slon of Michigan's strects nmi high-

ways,

But Engler added that if the gov-
ernor refuses {o support a statewide
increase, a local gas may be a

position on the idea. Long expl

Ty ons are needed. That's
why Feasler and Binsfeld are meet-
Ing with offlcials from the countles.

“If you take & look at the needs of
Onkland County,” sald Engler,
“there isa't a package at all thnt
concelvably could pass thls Legisla-

ure that would begin to address the
severity of the problem in that coun-
ty.”

ENGLER SAID he hopes Blanc-

“1 think that's something everyone

ix open to,” Engler sald. “We're very
concerped about Oaklund County be-
cause it has been a bright growth
spot in southeastern Michigan.”

He said Oakland and western
Wayne County “need the opportunity
to take care of some of their own
problems.”

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this report.

Digger ponders value of soil

By Timothy Nowlckl
speclal writer

ANY ASPECTS of the nat-
ural world are subtle and
inconsplcuous, but have
enormous consequences.

For example, bacterla are every-
where, but because they are micros-
cople we seldom reflect on thelr im-
portance — cxcept when we consld-
er infections and diseasa.

The very soil we walk on while
hiklng through the woods is a prod-
uct of the natural world. It is the
nurturing substance for all the food
we eat, but we seldom think about it
as we cat an eggplant.

* Last summer I apread five yards
of topsoll over our yard. Adding soll
to our garden and {illing depresslony
in our lawn, I had plenty of time to
think about the importance of soil.

OUR GARDEN was In desperate
need of soll because the Livonta arca
Is very sandy. Livonia is located
along the beach of an anclent lake
that once covered Detroit and many
suburbs thousands of ago,

Its soll is markedly different from
the clay soil found in Dearborn
where my father lves. Dearborn Is
closer to the center of the loke
where fine particles were lald down
to form clay.

Nowickl

Glaclers that covered Michigan
until about 10,000 years ago were re-
sponsible for the major features of
the land we see today, Hills, valleys,
lakes, bogs and plains are the result
of these lwo-mﬂeth!ck masses of fce
scouring the land.

Boulders, stones and small rock
particles that lie beneath the top soll
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were dep by the glacier, These
particles were brought down from
northern Canada and covered the

; that formed Michigan be-
fare the glaciers arrived,

IT IS THE distribution of these
glacial deposits that provide a subs-
trata for plants to grow.

Hilly areas that are well drained
provlde hnhlu: for certaln plants
Ilke oak and beech trees. Wet low-
land areas are better sulted for red
oster dogwood and cattail,

On top of the glacial deposit Is the
organic material from years of plant
decay that is very importact {o to-
day's farmer, It takes about 500
years to forma one inck of topsol,
which harbors many of the nutrieuu
for plant growth. .

At 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 17,
there will be a program discuss-
ing the “Lay of the Land" at Heri:
tage Park in Farmington Hills,
For reservations, call ‘the

Farmington Hills city offices.

Total ensy dressing
for 12-10-20 slzes
ho rolaxed knittea Ina
pastol blus printhas
deouble Impact mated with
amatching tle-tront woven
print. Cotton/polyestor from
Lynn Montano, 165,00

The 12/20 Shop, Second Loval,
Somersat Mall.
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&F‘ LOWERS Say It Best!
* VALENTINE’S DAY - FEB. 14TH

Surprise your special someone with flowers
or a plant from one of these local florists.

Most of the florists feature one or more of
the nationally known wire services.

Redford Twp.

Flowers
by Sarndino
25801 Plymouth RA.
937-1120
Redford
Floyd’s
Flowers, Inc,
25098 5 Mile RO

9;535-4934 <]

Livonia Livonia Redlord " F g
, . Lockey's Flowers
Berkley Flower B?vl;:flpﬁ{‘?n‘?i?s Meﬁ';‘;ﬁ':ﬂ!.ﬁg"“ 25905 W. 6 Mile
Shop & Greenhouse 464-1000 {3955 Morriman 931-1550
o CITY AND WORLDWIDE
srLW 12 MIeRd. | charpeCordt e & 4271410 BELVERT g

Birmingham
Moss-L:Blnskl
Florist

Livonfa

Cardwell Florlsl
32140

Livenia

Plaza Florist

and Gifts
37287 W, Slx Mile

Da.ll beLIvma o 67 Cltles

151 S, Bates ItW b(llmlrv:.ln
6467272 prwrri 1647272 -
FTD Flora Fax Located in the Mini-Afall
H All Major Credit Cands | FTD Teleflora tn Newburgh Plaza
Detrolt Tivonla Livonla Soumllold
v French’s Susie's AR
Eddy's Florist Flowers and Gifts Flowers and Gifts

“Flowers Are Us"”

18827 W. Warren Ave.
12 Bixn, 0. of Greentieid)

581-5454
Major Credit Cards Accepted

427-7820
FTD Al Major Credit Cards

33085 Five Mlla 376135

Teleflora

Mile Rd.
inthe New Qivic Center Fiata 4-4588

Speciliting in Cht Parmtings

amalia:
29218 Northw,
For That S

ring Flowert

FTD | s crmery.

| Farmington

Livonia
Flowers from

Livonta
Harold Thomas

WestlhBlevin's

McFarland's & Flower Shop
s Nursery & Florist
m‘;;‘:::‘cmem il 33152 W. 7 Mile 14925 mamebeu Rd. m:_mi‘:d_l:ﬁ'
477-8616 -2888 427.4110
' 474-0750 Delivered Twice Daily Daily Delivery Sertice Worldwide Deti
FTD Majr Credit Cards | Thruout The Metro Area By Phone Amwcmm Cores
Livonia - N;lnihvﬂi: d Lakes West Bloomfield
Livonia Florist and Laxe Anne Michaels
Merrt-5 Plaza Florlat & Cards | 4319 Orchard Lako R
422-1313 349.3144 855-5406
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A Special Valentine Gift for Her

Contemporary Designs in Sterling Silver
earrings and b,

of pins, neckl

xccents of gold and semi-precious stones. Pictured designs, from $50.

(GREENSTONES

Creators of fine jewelry for over 60 yeors

528 North Woodward » Birmingham ¢ 4 Blocks North of Maple » 642:2630
Monday.Friday 930400, Satunlay 9309 30  Msjor Creds Cardi Wekiome

many with




