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By Casoy Hane
stat! writor

Farmington educators are eyeing
growing support that would change
the way Michigan finances public
schools — making them less depend-
ent on property taxes.

Although such dollar equalizing
woulda’t place Farmington schoals
In the poorhouse, officlals sald, they
are taking steps for an “Inevitable

connection, send a note to our
downtown office at 33208 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

UILDING boom
continues.
Farmington Hllls
still ranks among the
leaders In now land
development,

Reflecting 1986 bullding
trends, the planning
commlzsion reviewed 40
rezonlng roquests, 89 aite plans
and eight new subdivislon plats.

The year bofore, the

on reviewed
rezoning requests, 76 site plans
and five plats.

Community
Development Dlvision
responded to last year's
building activity by Issning 844
bulldln;

8
family units and 901 permits
for now multiple family anits-
— & slight decreass from 1985,
but %uuva{ the city’s rapld
growth over the paxt two years.

The clty also zsued permils
for the constructlon of 877,000
“aquare feet of offlce and -
451,000 square feet of
Industrial

space. -

‘These and other tidblts make
Interesting reading in
Farmington Hills' January/
February Netwsletter,

TO belp fund the
Farmington Founders Festival,
the Farmington/Farmin,
Hills Cham!

planning a drawing where the
top prize 13 a 1987 Chevrolet
Corve

cite, .

To help improve the odds of
wlnning, only 750 tickets will b
sold. Each ticket will cost $100,
A wine and cheese drawing is “*
anticipated for mid-May.
Detatls of ticket sales will be
announced soon.

The lntent is to preveat
baving to tap chamber revenua
to subsidize the annual
summettlme festival.

rate sponsors also aro
sought for the festival's three
major events — tho parade, the
fireworks and the showrnobile.
Botsford Ital will

ospl
sponsor the 1987 parade.
_SIGNUP set.

change” that wlill reduce
local funding —~ probably in the next
two years,

“Farmington will deflnitely be im-

pacted,” said deputy

40 Pagos

ey for ed In out-of-formula

Michael Flanagan. He said district

offlclals here have accepted equal-

izatlon as a definlte for the future.
Support Is

districts llke Farmington, property

taxes account for most of the annua)

budget.
Fi

as
more interested groups get involved,
accordlng to state House Speaker
Gary Owen, D-Ypahlantl. “There's a
gross dlsparity there and people are
beginnlng to recognize it."

THE EQUALIZATION trend will
eventually mean less money for dls-
tricts such as Farmington, based In
wealthler arcas where growing
property values bring more tax mon-

Is watching the com-
ing chenges carefully and has al-
ready taken steps to plan for the
change, which could touch every fa-
cet of the distriet's operations, Flan-
agan said.

“Years ngo, it was heresy to say
there's a direct relatlon between the
quality of education and the dollars,”
he satd, adding that such a relatlon is
new a common link. “It's my oplnion
there's absolutely no question that

Life is
rallying
support

By Joanne Maliszawsk|
siaff writer

Farmington Hills Is the newest
battle statlon — at least temparar-
{ly — of Right to Llfe of Michigan's
campaign to outlaw spending Med-
icald dollars en poor women's
abortiona.

The leased Farmington Hills off-
fce — at 27380 Orchard Loke Road,
just north of 12 Mile — offlclally
opencd Thursday — less than a
wecek after the anti-abortlon organ-
izatlon began Its petition Inltlative
to end tax-funded abortions.

Volunteers in the Farmington
Hills offlce are charged with speat-
heading the petitlon drlve in
southcastern Michigan that, if suc-
cessful, i3 expected to give the
state Legistature a veto-proof way
to end Medicaid abortions, Farm-
ington Hills resident Liz Collins Is
. manager of the temporary office,

“The approach is new but the is-
sue i not new,” sald Barbara List-
ing, Rlght to Life of Michigan pres-
ident, on hand Thursday for the off-
ice’s opening.
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Right tofg

Barbara Listing, Right to Life of Michigan
Pleasoturnto Page 8 president, was on hand for the official open-
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Ing of the organizalion's southeastern Michi-
gan otfice In Farmington Hilla.

RANDY BORST/atatf photographor
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Helping kids help themselves in

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

kindergarten registration s
scheduled for March 9:13.

If you have a child who is
golng to be 5 years old on or
before Dec. 1, go to your local
clementary school and earoll
your chld; -

Kindergarten orientation for
all new kindergarten students
will take place May 15.

DO yon have a concern or
beef abont Michigan law or

policy?
Write your elected leglalators
In state Sen. Jack
Fazxon, D-Farmington Hills, in
care of tho State Senate, P.O.
Boz 30036, and state Rep.
‘Wilbuf Brotherton, R-
F: in care of the

Stato House, P.0. 30014, The
ZIP code 1a 48905,

KEEP thoso mumbers

Farmington
Observer: newa lino, 477-5450;
_sporty line, 591-2312; bome
delivery, 591-0500, classified

Rds, 501.0900; dlsplay ads, 591-

00,

FOOTNOTES: One year
220 this week — Botsford Inn
innkeeper John Anhut,
president of the Michigan State
Cliamber of Commerce, served
up & hoot of Michigan products
diiring a flve-mloute

ap) on the Today ahow
Fet 741088).

Mike Garr has never dashed back
Into a burning bullding and made a
herole rescue.

But the Farmington Hills {lre-
fighter has saved perhaps hundreds
of lives simply by telling and retell-
Ing people — especially chlldren —
how to help themsclves In a fire.

Just ask 7-year-old Ray Rudzki

“Where Is tho safost place to be In a fire?"
asked Firefightor Mike (Garr of the Far
Hills Firo Dopartment). “Outside,” rasponded

intho F

the
DR

to Learning pro-
!

who knew exactly what to do when
bls clothing caught fire while play-
Ing with older boys at a family
friend’s house last summer.

The Gl Elementary student cred-
its Garr — known as Firclighter
Mike to youngsters — with teaching
him Stop, Drop and Roll. The boy
used the technique to extinguish the
fire, which had engulfed his clothing,
and saved his life

“Ray’s story was really satisfying.

people

Thave never made a berole rescue in
a fire. But I got the same feeling
when his mom called me (to tel the
firefighter the boy saved hls own
life),” sald Garr, 36.

It’s moments llke those that keep

RANDY BORST/staif photographor

gram at Christ Community Church on 10 Mile.

p and simplo p
In making fire safoty almost
dren, Garr sald.

go a long way
in chil-

Garr strlving toward his goal of
“creating a future generatlon of fire
safe adults.” He's convinced there's
little reason for fre (atalitics.

AND HE 100ks to Japan as an ex-
ample of how not fo burn. When a
fire occurs In Japan — with fatali-
ties or not — it makes the evening
news because It's considered a dls-
grace.

In America, though, many stili
have a cavalicr attitude toward fire,
It's the “it will never happen me” at+
titude. Statlstics show otherwise, and
Americans continue to be hurt and
killed needlessly In tires, Garr sald.

That's why Garr pours hls heart
and energy Into dolng his part to

arminaton Gbgerver

Farmington, Michigan

Twenty-Flve Cents

seen

the equity Essue is here to stay.”

And, he added, “philosophically,
you can't be opposed to ft.”

Future staff recruitment efforts
wlll have the most effect on how the
district handles thc flnancing
<change, Flanagan said, as employees
take advantage of early retirement
optlons. The distriet s reviewing
cach positlon and determining
whether a replacement is necessary
before hiring someone. Flanagan
views this as “reducing costs without
any paln.”

Ploase turn to Page 9

Ballistic
match
prompts
arrests

By Casoy Hana
ataff writer

A telephone call from a Mlichigan
State Police ballisties expert
prompted Farmlngton HIiLs police to
arrest two Livonla brothers at thelr
high school in 1985, where they were
belng  questioned about a sniper
according to Oakland
Eounly Clreult Court testimony Fri- -

lay,

Paul Dober and Phit Dober— 17
and 16, respectively, at the time of
thelr arrest — were taken into custo-
dy at Llvonla Stevenson High School
Scpt. 6, 1985, in conncction with the
wounding of a sccurlty guard at the
Putt 'N Games minjature golf course
on Grand River In Farmington Hills,

The tria) bas taken on racial over-
tones because of testimony describ-
Ing Paul Dober’s racial sturs against
another black guard at the golf
course, a summertime gathering
place for young people. Dober is
whlte,

Paul Daber Is standing trial before
Oankland County Clrcuit Judge
James Thorburn on charges of as-
sault with Intent to commit murder.
and possession of a firearm in the,

Pleaso turn 1o Page 10

a fire

change the statistics and the atti-
tudes.

He has worked quletly for years to
spread flre safety ~ trying harder
cach year to enllst more of the
schools, businesses and clvic organ-
1zatlons In growing numbers of pro~
grams, And his work has not gone'
unnotlced.

The Farmlington Arca Jaycees re-
cently presented him with their 1986
Distingulshed Citizen Award. But
he's humble about it

“They honored the indlvidua), but
It really was for the wholc depart-
ment.”

Garr, who began working with the

Please turn to Page 10
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