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Chiefs rule
in Western

By Chris McCosky
stoff writer

‘There were 10 seconds left in the

game.

Plymauth Canton's Tyrone Reeves
hit Mlke LaSota with a pretty pass
underneath the Farmington Harrl-
son basket, LaSota's hoop gave Can-
ton a 85-56 lead and Tom Niem! fi-
nally accepted the victory.

“That'a it. That's it, that's {t, that's
it,” the Canton coach shouted while
slapping flve with everyone along
the bench.

Slr Edmund probably said

the same thnglgl;:;ybc reacked the
‘top of Mount Everest.
. Infact, Canton's 65-58 win at Har-
.rison Friday nlght — a win that gave
-the Chiefs sole possession of flrst
place in the Western Lakes Western
-Divislon — would have made old Sir
Hillary proud. It was like cllmbing a
steep mountaln.

“Yes, I gueas we cllmbed a bltof a
mountaln tonlght. But we've played
over ndversity all scason,” Nie:
sald.

LET'S TALK adversity. Canton
got Into foul trouble early. The
Chlefs were whistled for 17 fouls in
the flrst half. Harrison was whistled
for seven. By the fourth quarier,
Canton had three players wlith four
fouls and two others with three.

For the game, Harrison made 24
-of 38 free throws. Canton made 11 of
‘18,

Bat the Chiefs, Io effect, were get-
ting two polnts for every free throw
they gave up. The Chlefs made 27
fleld goals to Harrison's 17.

But foul trouble wasn't the enly
thing blocking the Chiefs Friday —
there was & buman mountain by tha
name of Brad Ridgeway to contend
with. The 6-8 senlor center scored 14
polnts for Harrison, blocked 10 shots
and grabbed 11 rebounds.

The Hawks wero very effective
when they sct up thelr half-court of-
fense and kicked the ball inside to
Ridgeway. Unforiunately for the
Hawks, the Chiefs scldom allowed

D to set up,

“1 think that was because of our
inexperience,” sald Harrison coach
Mike Teachman. “These guys, even
our semiors, haven't played that
much basketball, That stuff happens.
We got out of our offense, Then we
got frustrated. But Canton did a nice
job. They saw that we took the mid-
dle away so they worked the ball
around untll they got an opea shot.”

AND CANTON dida't miss many
open shots, particularly down the
stretch. Much to Nleml's delight, it
was players off hls beoch that were
doing the scoring. Brad Carey (who
ahould remind old-time Canton bas-
ketball fans of a young Scott Adler),
Matt Littleton, Mike LaSota and Da-
vid Foxworthy all contributed
mightily.

“"We work very hard to develop
players in our program and we ex-

pect them to perform,” Niemi said,
“And tonlght they did. They really
did a job for us.”

Canton led throughout the flrst
balf but Harrison took a $3-31 lead
early in the third quarter, Jeff Anu-
lewiez gcored to tle the game, then
Carey dralned two long-range fump-
ers and Liftleton hit a short jumper
to put the Chiefs back In front 39-85,

Harrison retied the game at $9,
But LaSota, Carey and Brian Pau-
pore countered with baskets and
Canton eventually took a 47-44 lead
into the flnal quarter,

Canton, virtually ignoring Harri-
son's all-out presaure, never relinqu-
ished its lead In the fourth quarter,

“AT HALFTIME I really though!
we bad them,” Teachman sald.
“They were in foul trouble and I
thought we could really take it to
them in the second half. But we
didn’t play very smart. We couldn't
flnd their open shooters and we
stopped taking the ball Inside; we
stopped doing the things that got
:Ih;el;n Into foul trouble in the first

Sald Nlemk: “I thought we played
excellent defense when we bad to
acd T thought we showed excellent
poise when Hartison took the lead.
I'm really proud of the kids, We're
like a famlly. Everyone of these
guys played super tonight.”

LaSota led Canton with 14 points,
Carcy notched 12. Starters Tyrone
Reeves and Roger Trice were also
cifective. Reeves scored 10 polnts
and dished out nine assists. Trice
scored 11 polnts, grabbed 11 re-
bounds and checked Harrison
sharpshooter Scott Blssell on just slx
points.

Harrison got 15 polnts from Chad
Burgess and 14 from Gary Schwedt
to supple ment Ridgeway.

The victory gives Canton a one-
game lead in the Western Divislon
with two games left. The Chiefs, 9.5
in the league and 10-7 overall, host
Livonla Stevenson Tuesday and
Northville Friday,

The Hawks, 8-6 and 8-7 overall,
travel to Walled Lake Central Tues-
day and to Walled Lake Weatern Fri-

ay.

“We know that we have to play
two very dlfflcult teams next week,”
Niemn! sald. “This thing Is far from
over.”

night

Brad Ridgeway (top) of Har-
rison and Mark Taylor (be-
low) of North Farmington
played hard in thelr respec-
tive basketball gamos Fri-
day -night but the uits
were less than satfetylng,
The Hawks fell out of a firat-
place tie in the Western
Lakes Western Division af-
ter iosing at home fo Plym-
outh Canton. North fall bo-
hind early at Plymouth Sa-
lom and atayed behind the
rost of the night.

OCC'’s Raiders run, gun

past Macomb CC, 105-85

By C.J. Risak
otaff writer

A quick glance at a mens basketball score like
Wednesday’s — 105-85, Oakland Community College
over visiting Mocomb CC ~ would be certaln to prompt
remarks like, “Another ru d-g contest, a

“We do 50 many things, pressing-wise,” sald Reed.
“We have so many dlfferent looks. That created some
confuslen for them, and that’s what got us our run and
won it for us,” .

The Ralders' defense-created offense was the reason
!hny outscored Macomb 65-53 In the second half. The

scoreboard race won by the Ralders.”

OK. There was a lot of running, And gunning. And

« scoring. But a team doesn’t outscore its opponent 24-0 In

: one stretch — shutting them out for more than seven
. minutes — without some defense.

OCC did just that. The Ralders tralled 32-29 wllt:;::zz

shots. Almoat &l those poor shots were from the perlm-
eter. Tho Ralders shut down Macomb's Inside passiog
[game, which had hurt them early.

+ “I THINK No. B1 {6-foot-5 eenuzdr l(gareg Dl:vu)!l:’a:
been Improving and improving an proving,”
10CC mgh Lynn Reed of his tcam’s interior defense,
“And Jimmy Sherrell (from Avondale) played an out.
standlng game for us. He had a bed ankle for so long
and now he's finally healthy,”

- Those two were key components to stopplng the
. Moparchy when they got the ball Into shooting range,
- But tho gama was decided before Macomb got {ato its
. halfcourt offense, OCC's variety of pressure defenses
" wora out thelr opponents. K

’

got 28 of thosa sccond-half points in the final
six minutes, when the outcome was assured,

HOW CONFUSING were Reed's presses? Well, 0CC
used flve of them, from a man-to-man denlal to three
separate zones, The most effective, according to Reed,
was the 2-1-2 full-court zone; after leaving the mid-
court area open most of the game, the switch to a press
with a man In the middle caused numerous turnovers.

But more than that, the constant harassment tuckered
Macomb out. “I think t's the constant pressure we ap-
ply,” was Recd's reason for the Ralders’ success, an 16-
7 overall record and an 11-4 Eastern Conference mark.
“It wears people out.”

That also applles to Smith on offense, “He's ﬁ, o:t;

All Plymouth Salem needed was
that strong first quarter.

That's just what the Rocks got
against visiting North Farmington.
They led 18-8 after one period, and
against a team like North, which has
struggled offenslvely all season, that
was epough.

Salem played the Ralders evenly
the rest of the way to win by that 12-
polnt margln, 58-46, In a Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation basket-
ball game Friday,

“We got the ball inside [n the firnt
quarter,” said Salem coach Bob Bro-
die. “Then North packed it in.”

But by then It was too late — the
damage was done, The Raiders nar-
rowed the gap to 32-25 at the half,
but Salem outscored them 26-21 over
the last two quarters to claim the
victory.

Chuck Howard dld most of the of-
fenslve damage for North, scoring 13
first-half polnts. But Brodic made a
defensive adjustment at balftime,
lindting Howard to just four sccond-
half pelnts and 17 for the game.

“We didn't allow Howard to drop
step and shoot in the second half,”
said Brodic, “We did a real good job
defenslvely. I'm happy with our de- .
fense — we're holdlng teams to 49
polnts a game."

Rlck Taylor was a potent offen-
sive force for the Rocks, pouring in
25 points and grabbing 14 rebounds.

*12 Mo.
24,000
copy Warr.
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Mike Hale added 14 points. Rlck
Karcher contributed 12 for North,
The win lfted Salem to 15-2 over-
all and 13-1 in the WLAA, North fell
o 6-1¢ overall and 5-9 In the WLAA.

'STEVENSON 44, FARMINGTON
33: The.ope-two punch of Eric John-
son and Pete Mazzoni triggered a

- Livonla Stevenson scoring spree in
the middle quarters, when the Spar-
tans outpolnted Farmington 38-14,
Friday at Farmington,

Mazzoni netted 12 polnts, six com-
ing In a 17-5 second-quarter Steven-
son surge that put the Spartans
2head 23-12 at the half. Johnson, who
finlshed with 17 polnts, netted six in
the third quarter as the Spartans in-
creased thelr lead to 41-21,

A 12-3 final-quarter Farmington
rally wasn't coough. Andy Boden and
Steve Howell cach scored eight
polnts for the Falcons (1-15 overall,
1-13 Ip the WLAA). Stevenson |s 8-8
overall, 66 in the WLAA.

" LAKES DIVISiON
BASKETBALL STANDING
{Loagus records only}

Westtand John Gidnn
Plymouth Salem
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standing ballplayer,” was how
forward. “He can do 50 many things."

Against Macomb, what Smith did was score — 30
polnts in all. He also had elght rebounds, Carson Butler
was equally effective with 24 polnts, 14 asslsts and six
steals. Gary Holt added 20 points and nine assists, and
Reggio Anderson and Sherrell had 10 points apiece, with
Sh‘\l!‘rmll l;{lbbl.ux 11 bolrd.!m ts to Macomb

‘e oerner popped in 28 pol pace Macom!

(n-ls';?mn, 5-8 in the conference). Glenn Miller had 18
and Jay Miron and Ron Courtley scored 13 each.

OCC atill has an outslde shot at a conference title. The
Raiders finlsh thelr regular season Saturday at home
against 5t. Clalr CC.
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