Team work
helps solve

mind ga

Byblny Hane
statf writer

- HE CREATIVE juices
flowed Saturday as student
mlt:ds struggled to com-

pete.

The Farmlngton-area OM Compe-
titlon was held throughout the day at
North Farmington High School,
readying the 29 teams and 205 stu-
dents for reglonal competition
March 7 In Clarkston. X

Students have worked since early
fall preparing for OM competition.

OM was formerly known as Olym-
plcs of the Mind, a name that Is
belng challenged through litigation
by the International Olymplc Com-
mittee, c.

Teamg {rom schools in the Farm-
ington amd Clarenceville districts
participated Saturday. They pow
prepare for ellmination-type compe-
tition in reglonal, state and world
OM contests, pitting mind agalnst
malter in a 5-person team effort.

The Farmington school dlstrict
has participated in OM for the past
five years and encourages students
of all ages to become Involved, ac-
cording to, OM spokeswoman Sue
Glannotta. Many of the districts’
gifted :ludn:nu are involved in OM.

ALTHOUGH THE top three teams
in each catagory recelved recogni-
tion Saturday, all students were hon-
ored with medals for partleipating.

‘You know kids
pretond a lot. The
imaglination is there,
but sometimas they
can’t really put it into
practice.’
— Sue Glannotta
OM spokeswoman

Most of these students, plus a few
additional teams, will compete In
the regiopal OM Compelition, Glan-
notta sald.

‘The competition has been in
tence since 1978. It began with 20
tcams and has grown to about 5,000.

OM's goal Is to tug'on the creative
strings In each chlld’s braln. -

“You know kids pretend a lot,”
Glannotta sald. “The imagination s
there, but sometimes they can’t real-
1y put it into practice.””

OM HELPS students to cxpand
thelr imaginations, work together as
a team and take responsibility, “This
is something the kids have to do
themsclves,” she added. .

Each team chooses a long-term
problem, as offered by the National
OM Association In New Jersey.

‘The competition is dlvided into
segments by grade levels; teams
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Alison Fvontlor.an 11th grader from Farmington High, particl-
pated with the North Farmington team during the Decision
Structure ¢ompetition, 8he Is holding the structure that her
team entered. It aupported 28% pounds before breaking.

stored In o suiicaso during the Omor to tho Rescue competition.

compete In the same segment, Glan-
notta zsald. Segment I includes
grades 2.5, Segment II grades 6, 7,
and 8, and Segment III grades 9, 1
11and 12,

THIS YEAR'S problems included:

® Omer to the Rescue — teams
gelecting this problem had to deslgn
and build a vehicle which [it Into 1-2
suftcases. They had to use the vehi-
cle to maneuver through a small
area relleving a in distress
and helplng In other emergenciea,
This was the most popular problem
this year, Glannotta sald.

# Chain Reaction — teams had to
link together 50 mousetraps and cre-
ate a design that would break a bal-
loon, rin, bell and power o
“‘mousemoblle” vehicle.

@ Poetic License — teams were
glven a list of more than a dozen

classical poems. They bad to do a -

parody, satire or allegory based on
the poem selected. This included de-
signing costumes, creating a playbill
and other cfforts.

© Declsion Structure — this prob-

. lem’is repeated each year. The team

must build a structure of Balsa wood
with strict specifications for the
wood and helght and depth of the
structure, Jt must hold weight — the
structure which holds the most Is the
wianer. .

® Cro-Magnon — these teams
must create & petformance set in
prehistoric times, Part of this effort
involves 5nnk1nz o cave painting, in-
venting @ too), making a musleal in-
strument of bone or wood and mak-
ing a real or fletlonal-type anlmal
that moves,

ALL THE problems are tlmed,
with the exception of Dectslon Struc-
ture, which gocs untit the structures
break, and Chaln Reaction where the
team members must give an esti-
mated time for thelr problem.

Chain Reactlon and Decision
Structure also are non-verbal prob-

OM Compaetition Judges tabula
and Margle Jablin.

lems, allowing teams to compete

internationally, Glanhotta added.
‘There 1s also a short-term, sponta-

ncous part of the where

te the scoros. From left are CHe

Jjudges and can better themselves be-
{ore headlng for regionals, she sald. -
Local winners from Saturday's

teams are given three minutes to
creatively answer a problem glven
by judges, Each member must an-
swer Indlvidually, although teams
are scored as one.

Glannotta called this portion “rap-
1d flre questions,” They find “unusu-
al ways to put things togehter,” she
sajd, .

ALTHOUGH LOCAL competition
does not count in the Jong-term OM
contest, teams get feedback from

o Omer to the Rescue — Seg-
ment I Warner Mlddle School flrst,
Clarenceville second; Segment I: Ea-
gle Elementary first, Glli Elementa-
r‘gkd second, Kenbrook [ Elementary

® Chaln Reactlon — Segment ITE:
North Farmington High School first,
Harrison High School second; Seg-
ment II: Warner Mlddle School first,
Power Middle School secoad,
Clarenceville third,

@ Poetlc License — Segment It

photos by RANDY BORST/stalf photographor,
ryl Boger, Caral Afitetbaugh

i

Warner Middle School first; Segment
I: Larkshire red team first,
Lai blue team second.
© Declsion Structure — Segment
III: Harrison High School first, North
Farmington High Schoo) second.
® Cro-Magnon — Segment IIt
Dunckel Middle School first, East
Middle School second; Power Middle
School third; Segment I: Larkshirg
Elementary {lrst, E2gle Elementary
second, Wooddale Elementary third.
Both Eagle and Wood Creek
elementarles had kindergarten/first
grade teams that competed locally. |
The Farmington program s coorr
dinated locally by Bonnio Foster.

Credit union to
stay downtown

By Cssey Hans
staff writer

A Farmington-based credit unfon
has elected to stay downtown, bulld-
ing a new offlee bulldlng on property
{ronting Farmington Road. |

The city of Farmington has agreed
to sell the Livingston-Oakland Coun-
ties Federal Credit Unlon a portion
of a 2-acre parcel on Farmirgton
Road, just south of the Wynset Con-
dominfum cluiter complex. '

City Manager Robert Deadman
estimated the property could bring
the city between $2 or $2.50 per
square foot, or from $80,000 to
$100,000 per acre.

The credit unlon i3 now located on
Liberty Street, Directors wanted to
buy the entire two acres. This is the
acreage remalning following the city
sale over the years of portions of the
property to the Farmington Tennls
Club and a swimming club.

“The credit unlon wants the full
two acres of property . . . we can't
accommodate that,” Deadman sald.

The clty councll voted unanimots-
Iy Monday to scll a portlon of the
property to the credit union, leaving
100-foot frontage on Farmingion
Road so an abutting, undeveloped
parcel can be properly developed in
the future.

THE COUNCIL motion stipulates
if the credit unlon does not bulld
within two years, the city can buy
back the property at the same price,
allowing councll members to control
the property’s use.

A second motlon sending tho lssue
of rezoning tho property to the plan-

offlce dul:r[iclldl:o accommodate the
roposed bulldlng.

P “We should be cautious we don't

rezone this for someone else,” Coun-

climan Richard Tupper added.

There was discussion about mak-
ing the zoning contingent on site plan
approval, but Deadman and City At-
torney Robert
agoinst the “contract zoning” con-
cept. “Generally, it's bad,” Kelly
sald. Deadman added that & zooing
te-1n “muddies the water.”

‘The 100-foot, clty-owned frontage
left on Farmington Road would be
used to help in the development of a

privately-owned 7-acre parcel to the -

west, according to Deadman,

“The city bas not offered its 2.
acre parcel {for sale) . . . as the clty
was desirous of developing its prop-
ety In cooperation with the 7-acre
parcel to the west,” he sald in a
council report, “The 7-acre ‘parcel
only bas 108 feet of frontage on
Farmington Road whereas the city
parce] has over 400 feet of fron-
tage.”

THE CITY property sale will give
the credit union 300 feet of frontage
on Farmington Road.

The credit union Is relocating be-
cause it has outgrown lts current
buildiog, according to information
from the clty.

“They would like to relocate
downtown because the majority of

ployces and including the
cltles, the post office, school district
f loca] busloesses.”

ning was also app

Currently zoned R-5 for deluxe mul-
tiple housing, the parcel would have
to be rezoned to R-1-0, or one family

yees ol
No further Information about the
bullding plans was avallable from
credit unlon offlclals.

Kelly recommended
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