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ERSONAL REASONS;
An odd cholee “of
words, considering the
lmpumuom of Johnzy

Johnson’s departure
a mystery to Pioneers

contest =~ and probahly would
have, had Johnson play

“IT KIND OF came at a bad
Kam)|

I you haven't heard, Johason,
the sophomore starting guard for
Oakland University’s mens basket-
ball team, quit. Just like that. He
sald after practice last Wednesday
he wouldn’t be back. On Thursday,
he wasa't.

Johnson missed OU’s game at
Northwood Institute Saturday, The
Ploneers loat by five points. John-
son, the team's second-leadlng
scorer with a 12.6 per-game aver-
age, could have made a difference.
Partlcularly since OU is woefully
short of proven scorers and espe-
clally perimeter shooters,

The, consequences of hls action
are colossal, And whatever his rea-
sons, the result of his declsion is
anything but personal.

GREG KAMPE doesn't under-
stand. The OU coach doesn't be-
Ueve the rather obscure reasons
Johnson's given for quitting, John-
son has satd things weren't working
out for him, that he was planning to
transfer to an NCAA Division I
school (OU Is Diviston I),

“Even U you don't like the
coach,” Knmpe said, “would you
quit when youw're the team's sec-
ond-leading scorer, when you had
just played 37 of 40 mindtes and
played the best game you've played
all season, and when you have a
chance to go to the (NCAA IT) tour-
nament?” .

. The NCAA tournameat. No one
at OU would have believed it three
— even two — months ago. Kampe
had modest goals for his team en-
tering the scason: finish better than
\500 in the Great Lakes Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference (GLIAC).

t sounds overly modest, re-
member that the Pioncers have
never been better than 6-8 in the
GLIAC before.

Golng Into last Saturday's game,
they had surpassed all .expecta-
ﬂnn:. OU was 17-6 overall and 8-3

In the GLIAC, within
1| tance of front-runners Ferris State
'|and Wayne State. With games
agalnst both coming up this week
(Ferris tonight and WSU Saturday),
the Ploneers had a legitimate shot
atatitle. .

Those hopes were severcly jolted
with the Joss at Northwood. It was
a game they could have won — the
Northmen were just 4-8 in the GLI-
AC and 13-11 overall entering the

time,” “T'm
Johnson's  declsion. Co d P o
ey i 1o L sy bl e e

striking dis- -

lleve them,

“Johnny and I were pretty tight,
He was lUke a son to me. I don't
think be/‘m\nu to play basketball
rightnow.” -

Kampe went further, “I'll bet he
doesn't play another minute of col-
lege basketball”

One place he won't play at is OU.
Kampe was clear on the possibility
of Johnson's returning. “Ho will
never play at Oakland again as
long asTam coach," hesald, -

The real reasons for his depar-
ture may never be fully known.
Was It burnout? A woman? Or the
reason popularly given for an ath-
lete's problems — drugs?

It wasn't academics, Kampe zald
Johnson wasn't a spectacular stu-
dent. but he was passing.

In December, Johnson missed
four games and three weeks for
personal troubles, Kompe still
won't elaborate. “Ho had some
problems at bome he had to toke
care of," the QU coach sajd.

APPARENTLY, THOSE prnb-
lems weren't solved. Now be's
gone, leaving In the midst of OU's
best basketball season ever.

Flve games left. Theso should
have been the most enjoyable
games of Johnson's college career.
Instead, ho chucked them,

The reasons for his quitting may
be'valld. They may be immediate,
But to simply label them as “per-
sonal” is unfair, It's unfalr to the
fans, and It's grossly unfair to his
teammates.

There’s 8 responsibillty attached
to team sports. That's something
all players are taught from the

e they flrst pick up a ball and
start dribbling it. By the tlme a tal-
ented athlete reaches college-level
competition, he knows individunl
&mmp ent s uwndary to

e team.,

That's one reasen why I ge!
set when phyeﬂ g0 academl
ineligible. ‘They’ré in school to
learn; that's 2 personal responsibil-
ity. Bul by falling to maintaln at
least the minimum in scholastics,
they are not only wasting their own
time but they are ruining thelr

tes’ chances for success.

JOHNSON, THOUGH, is not fal-
ing in the classroom, although he'd
probably have severe troublo with
a courso In responsibllity.

=St. Mary’s gets even

Ah, vengeance,

It wasn't s0 long ago that Gmnd
'Raplds Baptist thumped St.
‘College in Grand Rapids, thanks to a
wbundle of free throws. Monday, the
=Eagles got a measwre of revenge by
..paund!ng vislting Baptist 86-72,

St 's won the game with a
!lmng flrst-half effort. The Eagles
built a 38-26 lead by halitime, then

-lwlcc thwarted comeback attempts
ithat brought Baptist to within two
"but no closer,
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Theo Pearson led St Mary's with
23 polnts and 13 rebounds, Jon Bow
added 20 polnts and six rebounds,
and Jim Butcher came off the bench
to score 10 polnts, Including two
three-polnters down the stretch that
kept the Eagles in control.

For the second time In three
games, point guard Lance Davis did
Dot start because he missed & prac-
tice. Davis still dished out eight as-
sists.

upto-

meos baskethall
} lnthemld:tohnchoolhmnrymnkms
the whoeels camo off the Pioneer wagon last week
First the team's second-leading acorer, sopho-
more guard Johnny Johnson, quit for personal
reasons. Then a trip to Northwood Instituta
g;oved disasterous when the Northmen beat OU
71

The loss droppcd u:e Ploneers to 177 overall
and 1o 8-4 in the Great Lakes Intercolleglate Ath-
letic Conference (GLIAC). Northwood ls Aen
overall and 3-8 i the conference,

OU was antielpating a victory over t.he North
men, settipg up A pair of pivotal ehowdown con-
tests with conference front-runners Ferris State
(at OU Thursday) and Wayne State (at WSU Satur.
day). Had thé Ploneers won Saturdiy and been
able to succeed against FSU and WSU, they would
have been tied for the league lead.

Not now, though.

NORTHWOOD BEAT OU by making wven—ol-
elght free throws in the final minute, The

: \Plonun, who trnllcd 34-32 at. lhe half and were

co ﬁundez,ro'uywﬁm OLE

beh!nd o257 wm. 5:45 u play, pat together a 12.8 n
T to 'go abead 89-88 with 1:18 to go. Scott Bitts

Inger’s jumper gave OU its last lead.

Bittinger finlshed with 28 polnts, amang tham
the 1,000th of his QU carcer., The junior guard is
the :lahth Ploneer to reach: that phmn. Stacy
Davis added 16 polnts and 12 rebounds, but that
was It for.double-figure scorers for the P!unocts.
who missed Johnson's outside shoof
“"We were ready to go without him,” safd OU

* game. We were up 11-2 at the start.”

No reason was given !ar Johnson's departure.
Ho missed three games dua to P(!F
sonal problems, *

“I3aid at the begtnnlnx ol mu scason mtynulh
and lack of perimeter shooting depth were our
biggest weaknesses,* Rampe sald. Johnson's loss
has added to those woes.

Northwood was paced by James Simmons wﬁh
18 polnts, Mike Urbanus had 17 and Kevin B;

15. The Northmen hit 84 percent of thelr lloor
shots (27-01-50), including 81 percent in the second
balf (14-0£-23). OU was 13-0£-29 In the gecond half
(45 percent) and 26-0[-59 for the game (44 per-

coach Greg'Kampe.: “Northwood played a great”

' OU'S WOMEN uscd a stalwart defense to roll
{0 a 33-21 halftime lud. and Northwood never g6t
closer than six In the sceondmuuoumm—n
Satur@ay at Northwood.”

The Lady Pioneers Lmited uze!r oppopents
nins-of-22 A-hooﬂng and forced 17 turnovers in ui
first half. Fcrmunme.lheﬂnﬂbvmevm-
mitted 82 turnovers to 31 for OU. s

Leah Fenwick came-off the bench to séore 18
points, get elght rebounda’and five steals. Sarzh
Knuth added 16 polnts and seven rebounds,
Klein and Celeste Sartor had 21 polnts'apiece -3
Sartor also had 10 rebounds — and Sonfa Pearson
got elght polnts mid four steals, Point
Ent: ﬁyle added elght assists to bcrleagm.-luni-

Northwood's Sharon Berry scored 24 paln&
with Roni Lloyd scoring 11 and Joan Frysinger
(trom Livonia Stevenson) nlne before fouling out
with 8:20 Jeft,

uwiuboosledouw177ovunllnnd7—5m
the league. Northwood slipped to 1312 overall
and 4-9 in the lugne A
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Time was ticking away oz School-
craft College's womens basketbal]
team, The Lady. Ocelots wera. Into

the second half of their Eastern Con- -

fevence showdown with Oakinnd CC
and they tralled by nine polnts.

SC needed a win to tie the Lady
Raiders for the ttle.. The Lady
Ocelots got it, rallylng for a 85-81
triumpk at OCC Baturday behind
Sharon Miller’s 13 sceond -half points
nnd four lato free throws by Tammy

tkins that clinched it.

Bo!.h teams are 16‘3 in the confer-
ence. 5C h 16-6 overall; OCC Is 16-5
overall.

Miller nnhhed with 19 pclnu, In-
cluding flve-stralght SC baskets at
one point. Tracy Ladouceur also
sparkled, scoring 18 points on eight-
for-eight floor shooting. Lorl Abbas
and Lisa Kline added 10 aplece. SC
led 27-25 at the intermission before
falling behind in the second half,

OCC got 17 points and 12 rebounds
from Kelly Gelger, 14 points from
Michelle Taubee and 10 polnts from
both Joanne Gregory and Stacle
Gills,

OCC'S MENS TEAM got out of the
blocks quickly at SC Saturday, rac-
ing to a 49-36 halftime leaﬂ and nev-

er allowlng u:c Ocelots to get closer
than nine the rest of the way in a 97-
85 triumph,

It was an important victory for
the Raiders. Cambl.ned with losses
by Alpena CC and Highland Park CC,
it caused a Jogjam at the top of the
Eaatern Conference standings, Four
teams, are within a game of flrst
with one game remalning, HPCC and
Delta CC are 12 3. while' OCC and
Alpena CCare

Gary Holt h:pt the Raiders on
track at SC with 29 points. Carson
Butler added 22 and Sam Smith con-
tributed 18, .

For the Ocelots, the loss was thelr
fourth straight, dropping them {0 8-9
in thie conference and to 9-18 overall.
Stil), after suffering lopsided defeats
in thelr two previous games against

and Macomb CC, coach Bob
Wetzel thought it was a better per-
formance,

“We haven't been playing real
well, and we didn't play exceptlonal-
Iy well against (OCC)," Wetzel sald.
“We did ploy better against Qakland,
but we're capable of much better.”

Derrick Kearney's 24 polots and
10 rebounds paced SC. Jeff Vakratsis
and Zollle Stevens added 18 aplece,
with Stevens scoring all of his paints
in the second half,
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ALL MUSIC BETWEEN

WHTN, / 923 M
ROCK AND A SOFT PLACE

LISTEN FOR DETAILS TO WIN

Lady Ocelots catch OCC

Both Stevens and Desinond Steele
did not ttﬂrt_!qr dlaciplinary reasons.

JC NOTES: The pairinga for the
upcoming Michigan Junlor College
Athletic Assoclation (MJCAA) tour-
nament are far from cemented as
tearns head into the final weekend of
regular season play. .

The top two finishers in the East-
ern Conference will draw a first-
round bye. OCC stil} has a shot at one
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1. STANLEY ENTRY

1f you chose #4, you probably need the
other three. Ugly, sigging doors and
drafty windows wekome the elements
inle your house, making it a cokd, costly
place 1o live.

\hy wad? Right now there's
a big wlection of sturdy, altrac-
live Stanley doon and Pella
windaws on sale—and you can
have them installed for an

“HOWDOYOU |

GREAT OUT
VWHERE T
BELONGS?

2.PELLA WINDOWS
3, STANLEY GARAGEDOORS .
4.BUY A VERY LARGE Z{P-LOCK BAG.
Get 20% off NOW -
on Stanley garage or exmiry doors and
Pella windows=Plus 25% off on installaticn.

S
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of the byes, togother with Deltd,
Highland Park and Alpena. In
irst-round games played Mondny,
the third-plnce team will host the
sixth-place finisher, and the fourth-
place squud wul hwt the mu;-puce
team. 1

The winners of the tirst: mnndoo;r
tests will.play the conference's top
twntumslnlhebecondmund'
Wednesday.
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additona) 25% of. And surpesingly,
you'll fose less than $5 in l-e.ll during
installation.
You can get the same great deal on
Stantey garage door openers — 5o call
of stop by and et us show you how -
10 keep Lhe Great Ouldoors whete
it belongs,
Besides, ‘they don't make Zip-
Loc bags that big.
Ofet exjores 11 3 weeks,

CALLFOR A FREE
ROSEVILLE  WATERFORD
: ar Hoghand 2
: et o Poe Lk 20
TeA0 674498

ESTIMATE

STANL

523-0007 :

BIRKLEY
320 W 11 Mde
Tow o Comtoder

399-7301

REE Shop-at Home servxce

an Blmds
Save 50%.75%

nnd |du!

Snvc 50%-65%

P

Call for your FREE appointment

832-0310

'I‘ Custor Drapes
and Verticals
Save 20%.70%
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Whlla Rodgnn :
Set Back Thermostat

$ 4995
WRIF72 Flog.'78.95

crcimnenucen) [ cust 1o BATH PAUCET) fig B2, BATH CAUCET] FAUCET.
CHATEAU WITH POP-UP WITH POP-UP
$3995 | %ﬂ $949
k #75338 s;;ﬂ u-nazns ) An;munu H‘I:nno;us 25 J #4625 m '64 .
8 \ (" MOENFLO )
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LEGEND SHOWER HEAD
$ 5995 39495 $ 1995
L Rog. 92.49 ‘,ms Flag. $145.25 Reg.'20.95
#7300 Bingi Handie y, Adpatadie H..,..;m.. & #3916 y
Kohler “The Good S !
WHITE TOILET ZOELLER wetwonn | Do-It-Yoursett
GRADE A SUBMERSIBLE SAVE 1‘30“‘.’,'} Carrier .
7 $49°%5 SUMP PUM s$g1so _.Furnace
i S Eige | M) 379
Water Kohler “The Good S H
Heater ; Av.; Lakefiald Rog. '638.00 :
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