By Chuck Moss
bpoclal writor

"Reaaan s Ameﬂta' Innocents At Home,”
bu Garry Wills, Doubledau,m;mqu,sm.&&.

Is the gless half empty or half full? Thus went
he old commexrcial, and the question lurks behind
[he facade of the 1980s, Political columnlst Garry
71lls now trics an answer with “Reagan’a Ameri-
ba,” subtitied at Home,"” a well-und

mned but overwrought analysia of the Reagan
Phenomenon.

Wills 15 a political thinker who combines
bistorical scholarship with current commentary.
His previous books (“Nixon Agonistes,” “Invent-
Ing America”) deal with tbo pxuldency Now he
tries to get a handle on Ronald Reagan.

Baalcally, Wills sees Ruxnn asa traud Delv-
Ing lato Reagan's background, Wills finds hls fn-
ther to be a slippery salesman, his family to be
beneficiaries of the desplsed New Deal.

Ronald Reagan's selective memory is well
known and today, well-Investigated, Wills uncov-
ers with documented detat], the gaps and inconsls-
tencies In Rengan's sunnysel! -invented history,

But Willy secs more, Reagan is not a llmple
fraud, he actually believes in his false-front
America. In this he {3 jolned by the country at
large, which also wishes to believe in Reagan's

m:rlca -~ a place of white picket fences and no

ts,

What Wills calls the “geriatric juvenlle lead”
has successfully fooled America into belleving it-
sclf sinless, Reagan's triumph is thus a mass self-
fraud, born of fear and uncertalnty,

Reagan phenomenon under glass
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Looking for artlsts

Well okay. During the Eu L=zl
sy, Wills wrote a column that went lke this; “All
those protesters In the streets must mesn that the
people of Europe doo’t want our missles, and
since the missles are being deployed, obviously
‘Western Europe {s at lcast es enslaved 23 the So-
viet East.”

That's the sort of hysterical glitch in logic that
has made Wiils' history In “Innocents”
Wills s hostile to the traditional vislon Reagan
offers. America, Wills says, i3 not sunny, Green-
fleld Village 1 uut the past. The gaj calr between
myth and reality is there, and to upon the
mythic American past is to deny bad thioga In the
present: racism, inequality, etc.

Okay, fair enough. But Wills goes farther, He
finds Reagan's eternally sunny disposition fright-
ening. He finds it inexplicable and ominous that
America accepts this self-fraud. Finally, he frets
over the (utu.re, perplexed and anguished.

isn't a bad book. There's a lot of Interesting
Reasmm in the detalled backgrounds. Wills
comes up with some [nsightful comments, his
premise Ls taut and sound. But as with the Eurom-
issiles, Wiills boings off Into the ozone, heading
from firm logical ground into ether. Wills vicws
Reagan and flnds evil, but be's just as apt to find
the heart of darkness in a hot dog ad.

Like 20 many intellectuals, Wlils simply misses
the bus, There is sin In America past and present,
granted. But the '70s showed self-hatred to be a
sterile, and in the end dangerous, dead end. Is it
really so baffling that people respond to a leader
who, ln adark nnd confusing time, found strength
in his ple’s mythic past and conveyed that
strength bo the natlon?

Mali
show.

All kinds of art by
members of the
Croatlve Councit
+ wlil be on exhibit at
Somerset Mall of
Troy Sunday, Fab,
" 22 through S8atur-
'l day, Feb. 28. Tho
A7 sampling at left in-
cludos a weaving hy
Ruth Parke, painting
by award winner
Donna Beaublen,
sculpture by Ann
Bull and pottery by
Millicent Misch.
Croative Councli 1s
a non-profit organi-
zatlon of Michigan
women who are art-
Ists and arlisans.
‘The group helps
bulid skills as well
4 as outlots, plus pro-
viding opportunities
for sharing idoas,

The Detrolt Institute of Arts will pﬁnu. hxtﬂu, mmlcund mmed
sponsor an exhibition of art work by  media.

Sure,
do you wonder at tho success of a president who

. former Detrolt School students April The ‘alumni are asked to lubmlt
review StoMays, P thres slides of thelr work sloag with
To asyure strong participation, uae a resume contalning education and

museunj has initiated & search for  work history. All slidg éntries are

due by Monday, March 2. -

For information, eali 833.7585.
Send slides to Charles el Lewls, Edu-
cation Dept, Detroit' Institute of

persons who we:eatndenu in the De-
troit Publlc Schoal system anytime
from 1938-to 1986 and who bave
the been active In the visual arts —

the history of America lsn't perfect. But

glass not half-empty but half-full?

palnng, sculpture, photography, Arts, 5200 Woodward, Detroit 46202,
i H
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“THE PRESTIGIOUS HOME EXPERTS”
800 S. WORTH STREET |
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48011
646-1234 '

SSOCIATES, ING

FEATURE HOME OF THE WEEK

BLOOMFIELD VILLAGEI /
Totally Redonel Pickled figors, lovely woodwork,
brick kitchen floor, Fresh paint, wine ceilar, cen-
tra) alr, alarm, large bedrooms, Ilbrnry, fireplace.
MOVE RIGHT INY $228,000 :

MANORS OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS. Beautlfully
' decorated! Panaled basement, enclosed deck. 2
Walk out to private deck overlooklng woods. Mas- bedrooms, flreplace In living room, lerge dining
ter bedroom sulte. Full basement. Attached ga- area. 2 car garage with opener. MUST SEEN
rage, $134,800 . $259,000

WONRDERFUL END UNIT In sought atter Rolling
Acres, Very private area. Fireplace In living room.

: NFORMAT ON REGARDING LAKE LOT o

°Your Home

Far More OPEN DAILY | pm. 0 6 pam.
i Sat.Sun. € p.m. il $ pn.

L
=
S

RISK. |

A lot of people
canices Is un-
beatable. .
'isn't m,:‘“fﬁ ¥m, golf community in
‘gver two Bradenton... on Flor- -
"people have hgd Ida's Gull Coast. Owna
cancer and survived condominfum home on

the course from thie S50's
and enjoy the biking path, pool, ca-
bana and clubhouse. The low, year-
round membership fee In the par 68
executive cotrse entltles you to un-
limited rounds of golf. For variety,
there are seven additional courses
within 15 minutes of the community.

u
- IMC (‘.mnmunllk's condlally inviles you ta a complimentary
: reception:
Thuruday, Feb, 26 7:30 PM
Novi Hilton, I-2275 and 8 Mile Road, Novl, Michlgan
Friday, Fcb. 27 7:30 PM
Somerset Inn, 2601 West Big Beaver, Tvoy, Michigan

Joln us for free refreshments and learm about golf course living
at Pincbrook and Island living by the sea at HarbourSide You'lt
meet representatives of both communities who will answer your
questions about the best Florida has Lo offer ...
tlon, of course. So RSVP loday and Just Lo whetl your appetite.
here are some facls about our communltles.

Florida GOlf. Plnebrook (s & magnificent

with no obliga-

‘THE GREENS AT

PINEBROOK:

673-6776 Clos ml'ﬂumdl

GLYSSON REALTY ANY TIME EI\’ Ar-rowrmw

Sales Office Heoker Participation

FORMERLY SANDY BEACH

ON THE BEACH FROM 131,000 to 269,000
F THE BEACH FROM 99,000

Lakefront Living

* Individual Ranch Units available up to 3500 Sq. Ft.
¢ Nearly 800’ of Sandy Beach on one of Michigan’s cleanest lakes
* Large All Sposts Lake with Marina facilities and several adjoining lakes

.ite )
: that bave been Pinebrook ... {t's Florida golf at Its best.
| proven to — & * Optional Permanent Boat Docks
mmene ™ || Florida Gulf T T The vas s what mekes ADAMS LANDING
v Talk with B 0 a u « HarbourSide s a secluded such s greac investmeant. This value is fts lakefront
4 your communlty thatoffers you island iving from the mid $70%. Sur- § locatoin with- approximately a thousand feet of
: rounded by spaskiing Boca Clega Bay, Harbours soft sandy bea 1 striking architecture; is lux-
‘ oftea you | Side 13 moments from the famous Gulf Beachies, ury :mtnlumr. its qualicy design and construc.
?‘md cancer-related shopplng and the charm of the Suncoast. Own & ton.
7 dxodmpa % tocal 1 condominlum home everlooking the water and Upon completion of the  maching brick fence in
. Ask your H enfoy 2 privale beach, a future phase, your environment will be thac of
;MAmwn Caze clubhouse, healirclub poot ISLAND PLACE AT lc:grtm privacy l]l;\d nelg:non yet convenience
: services..another stment,
1 you & five bookles and SP;I:;S c!wn anB88sllp Whl;‘ we are d:h\;dt;pm% at l’\rbmst r;.‘ANDING
» Y . . . L) omewe that d
& sbout ccer pika, Florida Gulf Coast Iving at s best. ' . TN you lfero e e, 47 100 €0 lve
+ shout cancer. R : : Qub House - Pool azea In Sprng of 97, Ani ion only - ly ua pictured, The new height of elegance, achieved will .
i ot . For ations, calltolbdree ub House - Pool ares bn Spring ol ists conception only - nox exactly ua picture ot oo o e ﬁ:ult com.:g:xo“n‘l'
H And nukeu ks 800-325-8120 or 813 8230022 i one of Michigan's finest beaches, formerly
v Goo less riik. G .. Sandy Beach. y
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