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‘This district is very
much.committed to
early L'hl ldhood
educallon. The bottom
line is\we are here for
kids — it Is our job to
determine how best to
educate them.’

— Mary Lou Somerville,

task force chalrwoman

‘We feel it is lmperallve
that our kindergarten
siudents continue to
attend classecs in their
local elementary )
schools. We don’t want
to be placated. Rather,
we want pnsillve
resul!s o

i — Diane Harnisch,

l Farmmgtan Hills parent

Continued from Page 1

““THIS IS not uzemdonhel.lne -
_but the beginning of the line,” Lewis
,;continued, “There .Aré many,. many.

~.wnys of tackling the program. We're
' certainly not golng to go cplnﬂ the
+;tide of public opinion.”

The 11-member, board-dlrected
Early Childhood Study Task Force
prescnted fts p report and
statement of phllosophy durtng a
board study lon at the Fairview
Early Childhded Center gymnasium.

Reasidents intcrested in the lssue
{llled every available space in the
room, spilling out into the balls.
Many took the opportunity to ad-
dress the boatd, glving thelr opinions
on a vnrlety,ol topics surrounding
preschool education.

Although many spoke out against
centralizing  kindergartens, there

was mixed reaction to the idea of
changing the curriculum,
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One parent, who had studled othier
districts with centrallzed programs,
theorized such-a program in Farm-
"';‘l“"] would be the largest In the

“* Various task force groups have
studied early childhood in the dis-
trict over the past two ycars.

“This district fs very much com-
mitted to early childhood educa-
tion,” sald Mary Lou Somerville,
chalrwoman of the task force and su-
pervisor for Alameds, who gave the
report, “The bottom line la we are
hera for kids -~ it is our job to deter-
mine how best to educate them.”

THE TASK force report lsts sev-
en polnts of support for movlng kin-
dergarten to the carly childhood cen-

rs,

It sald a center would: recognize
that , kindergarteners are closely
aligned with younger preschool chli-
dren, provide a rich learning envl-
ronnent, allow experis In early

childhood educatlon to o group of more than
300 paronts Tussday,

chitdhood education to be wzelher to
sharo goals and experiences, pi
molte sequential develupment o!
skills and continuily ul prvmm
provide staff and
training gearcd toward um nmd‘ ef
young chlldren, coordioate’ a pet-
wntrk of support services, and have
several g facilities — ln-
cluding a sclence center, nnlquely

eqﬂlnpcd

: u Is reasonable to suggest
that” klndergarunaago children be
educated in an early Childhood Cen-
ter format,” the statement sald.

Regardless of whether the school

board decides-to change kindergar
ten locatlons, Somerville sald her
group strongly supports changing
the curricilom.

“I sce a review of

Rolllng Ocke residant Dlano Hornlsch reada o
etatement to the schoo! board supporting the

whether we go to a center appmach
or not,"she sald. “We're not looking
{o change content, but at how we ap-
proach learning activities.”

MOST PARENTS said they were
not opposed to curricelum changes,
but wanted tho changes made within
the elementary schools, Safety fac-
tors, including busing the: younger
students to centrallred facilities,
were also stressed.

“We fecl it is lmpuudve that our
kindergarten students continua to at-
tend classes in thelr local clementa-
ry schools,” sald parent organizer
Diane Harnlsch In a letter read to
the board. “We don't want to be pla-
cated. Rather, we want positive re-
sults that are ncc:p}_ab!e to you, the
and t
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“Wa hnve been told that a curricu-
lum change is esstential In the kio-
" she added.
"Fme. If the professionals in our sys-
tem feel this 1s.necessary, then let's
do it, But lot's do it In onr own
schools.”

Board members and administra-
tors told parents thoy could not set a
timetable aa to when tho early child-

¢ would be 3

Trustee ‘James Abernetby - called
for “a consolidation of all the . ., .
essence of these comments 80 we
¢an have & maximum benefit of this

Lewls sald the district may bave
smaller, similar community forums
at each elementary before any doc-
elon is made.

“There's a grand experiment

of
mnn!arv schools.

idhood proposal spwks ﬁ@@@b@@k

in the 010—

Qa!

golng on acress the uuou.'f uwh o
sald, “It's called early childhood ¢d--

ucation. Once you make a cholee,.
youregolngtouwewuhulnrnvcry o
long time, .

- “In wha!ev& direction. we :o. -
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Maybe you've been put-
ting it off. Maybe you don’t
have a dentist. Maybe you
think ic will be teo
expensive. Whatever the
reason, don't put it off any

Have you seen
a dentist lately?

fonger. The introduction of
the American Dental
Council rakes away any
excuses for not seeing a
dentist.

The American Dental

o Have your tecth cleaned
o Complete dental check up
o Asmany xerays
as necessary
o Written mn(mnm plan

52500

se-vaur Dpatal Tnsikan,

Council is a new service

, provided by dentists in
private practice who have
joined togecher to supply
quality dental care. They
have a special offer for
you: call the American
Dental Council and
they'll connect you with

Ce-

the closest participating N
dentist. Make an appoint-
ment and he'll give you a
complete dental check up,

teeth cleaned and receive a
written estimate for any
further treatment you may
need ... and you get all chis
for only $25.

Call the American Dental
Council today for a better
smile tomorrow.
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