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‘Human

Iin-nny Wright .
spocial writer

“Slow down . . . Stop! . . . Open
your eyes and senses and look at the
nature nbout you.” :

Tom Smith bas conveyed this mes-
sage to countless men, women and
children during his 23 years of ser-
vice as park paturalist with the
Huron-Clinton Metropolltan Authori-
3

Y.

He is certaln that once you heed
his advice and “find out how wonder-
ful it Is to experience nature, your're
caught.”

“THERE IS a human need to un-
derstand nature,” sald Smith, who is
<chief of interpretlve services for the
13 Metroparks.

“The naturalist helps satisfy that
baste need to understand nature by
acting a1 an ‘Interpretes” or 'explain.
er’ of nnjuml plant and animal hap-

have need to understand nature

‘A thousand years ago,
shepherds and farmers
. « « Were the .
Interpreters. As we
have urbanized and
people have left rural
areas, naturalists have
assumed the role of
nature explainers.’
— Tom Smith
Matroparks naturalist

is ho bralnch of two

+ men: Dr, Henfy Curtls, one-time di-

rector of playgrounds for New York
City, and-.Professor Hatlow Whit-
temore, chalrman of the department

- of landscape design at the University

of Michigan.

Thelr research and studles led to a
proposal for a system of parks
stretching along the Huron and Clin-
ton rlvers from Lake St Clafr to
Lake Erde.

In 1938 a group of cltizens from
Wayne, Washtenaw, Livingston, Oak-
land and Macomb countles urged
public support for the Curtis-Whit-
temore system of parks. The author-
ity was sanctioned by the Michigan
Leglslature in Act 147 of the Publlc
Acts of 1939 and was approved in
:;Nn by the votera of the flve coun-

es,

The Metropark system 1s largely
financed by a .25-mill property tax
(25 cents per $1,000 of state equal-
lzed plus vehicle admls-

R 3.
+Smith notes an pre-
cedent for hls role. “A thousand
years. ago, shepherds and farmers
who depended on thelr knowledge of
oatdre for a livelthood were the In-
terpreters, As wo have urbanlzed
and people bave left rural arcas, na-
turalists have assumed the role of
nature explatners.”
The park nature center — wlith its
educational offerings of wildiife ex-
* hibits, programs and nature trails —

plays a key role in accomplishing the
naturalist’s fob,

“It's a center of orlentation — a
stepping stone between the clty and
the woods," Smith said.

TO MAKE YOUR own park vislt
more enjoyable, Smith recommends
coming durlng off-peak times when
the weather s less than perfect and
crowds are down. At such times, you

may have a better chance of spatting
such rarely sighted creatures as the
pygmy shrow, bald eagle or barred
owl

“It’s best to be on your own and sit
very still and watch, You will Ilkely
have a fantastic experience,” he
sald,

Metroparks’ nature centers
recelve Increasing humbers of visi-
tors every year, Currently one-sixth
of the § milllon people who visit the
Huron-Clinton park system stop at a
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nature center.

“We are not a minor part of the
programs offered by the authority,”
Smith sald.

HURON-CLINTON Metropolitan

slon fees.

THE 13 METROPARKS cover
some 24,000 acres, Kensington, near
Milford, was the first to open In
1948, It is the new location for the
authorlty's administrative offices.

‘They are ““day” parks offerlng wa-
ter-related recreation — picnicking,
nature study, golf, scenlc drives,
1ishing, boating and winter sports.

SMITH NOTED that the programs

offered at Metropark nature centers..

draw Individuals and familles as
well as schools groups. . °

“While we still Invite school
groups out to the centers, and also
continue our in-the-school programs,
we are aiming more of our programs
toward the whole famlly.” As exam-
ples, he listed such programs as ice
fishing, tracking wilditie, woodcarv-

Ing, moonlight skltng, and making
maplesyrup. - | *

¢ *We have to ‘compete with TV. We

use a spoonful of sugar to make the
learning about nature fun,” said
Smith,

“Traditlonal nature walks are stlll .
held, but our naturallsts are branch-
Ing out Into the more partlcipatory
activities.”

Natural world
goes unnoticed

By Timothy Nowlcki
speclal wrlter

Even animals learn to ignore what
hich Is

wi and non-

§ WE go about our daily busi-
ness, we sce many objects
around us. We hear the
sotnds of voices on the ra-

dio, or cars in the street, and we curl
our noses at the odor of a blue,
;E:ke-belchlng car we get stuck be-

Occasionally we notice the soft-
ness of a sweater or the cold wind on
our faces. Slghts, sounds or sensory

that we every

Four of the 13 p pros-
ently have nature centers: Stony
Creek, near Rochester; Indlan
Springs, near Clarkston; Kenslngton;
and Oakwoods, ncar Flat Rock.

Interpretive facllities are planned
for the Wolcott Mill, at the Wolcott
Mill Metropark in Macomb County.
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day becomes monotonous. We have
become s0 conditioned to all of these
stimull that we hardly even notlee
them,

A memorable example of condl-
tloning happened while I was in Afri-
ca, Most anlmals are afraid of man
and run or hlde when he approaches.
Two lions that were In the Masi
Mara were so to visiting

threatening.

IT IS impossible for us to take
time to notice all the things in our
environment. Soclety has become
too complex to do that.

I was made aware of my condi-
tionlng to our environment by my 2-
year-old daughter.

From her rear carsent, she began
polniing out atl the Amerlcan flags
that are flying as we drove down the
strect. I never took the time to no-
tlce all the flags that people display,
until she alerted me to their pres-
ence, . -

DId you know, that from Livonia
to Sterling Helghts atong Eight Mile
Road and then north on 1.75, there

- are 87 flags flylng?

BECOMING AWARE of even the

tourists that they allowed us to drlve
our jeep to within 15 feet of them,

2,

can be a véry reward-
ing expericnce. Learning something
new about the commonplace that
you had not known before Is also
rewarding.

Qur natural world is all around us,
And although it Is belng reduced at a
tremendous rate, we may think of It
as the.commonplace also. But untll
samething, or someone, alerts you to
the beauty and fascination of the
natural world, it may go unnotleed
by many.
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‘|Dan't replace it
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ake a good look at your kitchen
cabinets. Arc they tred and warn?

We can give them a facelift with

i . beautiful Amish-built hardwood doors and

N facellft ' drawers. By using your existing cablnet

K af| frames, we'll save you up to 50% off the cost of
| total replacement. Euro-style laminates are

i also available. We provide a complete service
including custem countertops and appllance

| hideaways.

.| With Doors & Drawers, you'll receive true Amish
craftsmanship, quallty Installatlon and persona)
follow-up, Your kitchen will be a showplace

with a cabinct facelift by Doors & Drawers.
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