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‘Advertiging is merely an economical
way to sell. It’s far cheaper than
sending a salesperson to every home

in America.’

— W.B. *“Brod’’ Doner

By Mary Rodriquo
stalf writer

* Likcable advertislng sells,

* With that slmple philosophy, W.B.
“Brod” Doner tained an em-

plre that stretches far beyond com-
h iarters' In Southfleld. Au.

- pany hea r
Doner, of Birmingham, marks his
§0th annlversary in business this
menth, hls agency — elght offices
and 500 employees [n the Unlted
States and Canada — is producing
$275 million annually, hawklng ev-
erythlng from pickles to beer.

When Doner moves his home base
this summer — 275 employees occu-
pylng the sixth floor of an offlce
bullding on Northwestern Highway
— It won't be far — just across the
highway to the Maccabees bullding
where floor space wlll be doubled.

It's then that Doner, 72, plans to
celebrate bls half century in the ad-
vertising business, Except for an Ad-
craft Club luncheon henoring him
Frlday, when ho also recelved proc-
lamatlons from the govermor and
mayors of Southfield and Detroit, it
has been business as usual for Doner,
who founded his agency March 1,
1937.

“I'm proudest of the high quality

of creatlve work we do," sald Doner.
“Fifteen to 20 individual ads punctu-
ate my whole career. It's what I'm
here for.”

CLIENTS INCLUDE Klondike jce
cream bars, Chiquita bananas, Snack
fcoda, TV Time popcorn, Fay-

" go poii. Little Cacsar’s plzza — what

Doner calls non-serious foods.
“We do things that are fun” sald
Doner, an affable, low-key executive
who stHl puts in 50-hour weeks and
who enjoys the anonymity of adver-
tislng. “We get things done in a fun
way. Likeable advertising aclls,”
The 100-plus client list also In-
cludes hospitals, supermarkets, ap-
pliance stores and the Department
of Interfor “Save Our Lands/Save
Qur Parks"” campaign, whereln Clint
Eastwood tersely tells vlewers,
“Don't mess with our parks."
Natlonally, W.B. Dooer & Co. is
the 43rd largest advertising agency
and the largest in the Detroit market
without an automotive account.
Doner would llke an autometive ac-
cmlmt; he just hasn’t been asked —
yet,
“Ellminate substdiaries, and we'd
probably be 30th in size,” Doner
satd, “Campbell Ewald, for example,

50 years of advertiéing:

Doner

ts part of Inier Publle.”

Merger I3 not in Doner's future.

“We aren't Interested in that sort
of thing. We've had many suitors.
Most of the top 10 agencies have ap-
proached us. Independence has a lot
to do with the caliber of work that
we do."

THAT WORK Includes publle ser-

vice spols ranging from the Detrolt
Institute of Art's “You goml"huve
ac-

‘We aren't 'Inleresled in (mé?&_é?s).
Independence has a lot to do with th
caliber of work that we do.’ :

Doner’s personal favorite philan-
thropy Is the Multiple Sclerosis Sock-
cty, with which he has been afflliat-
od for 40 years. He Is a director of
both the natlonal and International
MS orgacizatlons,

Drawing on five decades Ln the ad--
vertising industry, Doner addressed

these issues:

Does advertising encourage mate-
rialism?

Of course. We lve in a capltalistic
society whereln people strive to ac-
quire things and convenfence and
status, Advertising is merely an eco~
nomleal way to sell, It’s far cheaper
than sending a salesperson to every
home in America. But advertising is
also a reliable source of information.
It also sclls many non-materlal
things — pay taxes on time, save
money through treasury bonds, reg-
Ister to vote, say no to drugs, But for
high purpose or material purpose,

ait” p o the
claimed “zo0 stars” TV spot, respon-
sible for Inereasing at

g stands four square with
the media ~ radio, TV, billboards,
and

the Detroit Zoo by almost 20 per-
cent. A recent campaign — newspa-
per and direct mail only — for the
Michigan Humane Soclety raised
$250,000-$300,000.

In fact,
most places in the world where there
is no freedom of the press, there Is
no advertising.

Doea advertising contribute to al-

cobol and ‘tobacco wse among the
young by portraying drinking and
smoking as In things (o do?

Yes, It docs, But theso are not ilte-
gal commodities. Alcohol ln modera-
tion and some {orms;of tobacco such

as cigars are not hjariqus. Ia ady
tislng of these substances unaccept-

' able to'your newspaper? Proliferate
f

ption of anything,
food, Is reprehensible. © -
Should condoms be advertised?
Of course they should. It's protec-
Uon of the publie,

What products, If any, woald you

_refuse to promote? .

Tobacco. It's dangerous to your |
health. The real hypocrisy Is n al-
lglwlug them {clgarettes) to be sold at
all.

1s being headquartered in the Mid. "

west a problem in sasring national .
&ccounts? :
New York is very proviaclal. But
In recent years the reputation. of
non-New York agencles Is growing
tremendously. Many advertisers
come here ~ Standard OY), Saack

Time. It's very gratilying, .

Memories of hard times linger

FROGRESSIVE

Even though the state’s unemployement rate
has dropped from 17 percent in 1881 to 8 percent
today, many Mlchlgan residents belleve that un-
employment and other economie fssues are the
most Important problems facing the state.

The lingering effect of cconomle bard times
surfaced in a study called Michigan 87 relcased
by Casey Communications Management of South-
{leld, following a poll of 500 Michlgan adults, In-
terviewing and tabulatlon were conducted by
Nordhaus Research of Southfleld,

Mare than half (55 percent) of the state's resi-
dents agree with the statement that there are
“hundreds of of formerly

decrcase In the state’s Industrial activity, a need
to broaden Michlgan's economle base and foreign
competltion —~ are the most important Issues.

STILL, 38 percent who are employed outside
the home are lesy concerned about their job se-
curlty than they were a year ago. Thirty-two per-
cent are more concerned and 28 percent say they
are concerned “about the same” as they were o
yearago,

Concern abgnt jgb‘ secm:l.ty runs hlgh among

with income under $25,000 and Wayne County
also sh 4

people in Michigan who will never be employed
again." Concern about issue {s particularly
high among Bemocrats and residents of Wayne
County.

“This is a stark appraisal of the state's current
economlc environment,” sald Jack Casey, presi-
dent of Casey Communtcations, “Concern about
the state's loss of jobs continues to be nearly as
strong today as it was In the early '80s when
Michigan was in deep recession.”

Forty percent of those polled belleve unem-
ployment Is the most important problem facing
the state. Another 19 percent sald that other cco-
pomic [ssues ~— the loss of automotlve jobs, a

g coneern about job se-

curity. These same residents, as well as union .

members, cxpress the greatest worry about
being lald off or fired from thelr jobs.

About half of the respondents said they belived
the nation's economy Is better than flve years
ago, and 41 percent belleva that the state ccono-
my 18 better than five years ago,

But they are somewhat tic about the
state’s economy In the year ahead. One-fourth be-
leve the state's economy will improve in the
next year; one third sald it will stay the same and
one-third seld things will get worse,

I another Lssue, 90 percent belicve there is a
major drug problem among workers today. Far-

ty-three percent favor drug testing for all [ndus-
tries or prolesslons while 39 percent favored
drug testing for at least certaln industries or pro-
fesstons, Seventeen percent opposed mandatory
drug testing altogether,

“Michigan residents see drug use as having a
negative cffect on the work force,” sald Dave
White, Casey Communications vice president.
“The numbers Indlcate that the public Is begin-
ning to accept the ldea of drug testing of employ-

Heading the Ust of employces those inter-
vlewed thought should be tested were alrline pl-
lots with 89 percent in agreement. They were fol-
lowed by pald drivers (98 percent), pollce offlcers
(90 percent) and health care professionals (83
percent),

THE CASEY SURVEY also shows;

BUILDER'S EDUCATION

BUILDER'S LICENSE
PREPARATION :

. ) +» BUILDER'S SEMINAR SERIES
~BUILDER'S LICENSE PREPARATION ~—

NCI Assoclates, Ltd. is offering It's highly. successtul course
designed to prepare Indlviduals for the Michigan Bulider's

License Exam. Al Bullding topics wlii'be covered to the extent
necessary to pass the exam,

PLACE: Blrney Middle 8chool

27225 Evargreen Rd., « Southfield {at 11 Milo}
DATE:  Merch 12 (Thurs,) Time: 8-3P.M. -
COST: $125 (toxt Includod)

L New class beglns: April 18 and Juna 4 y

® That state are not
reform to result in easler tax preparation with 62
percent of those polled expecting to seek tax
preparation help compared with 53 percent who
saild they sought it in the past.
® That state health care earns high marks but
with nd i

UILDER SEMINAR SERIES - BE YOUR OWN CONTRACTOR-\
Are you considering buliding your next home? Do you want lo know moro
aboul 1he practical aspects of the resldentlsl construction profect? If ihe
angwor la “yos,” then this sominar series will prave to be Invaluablo, Tho
topica are covared, atep-by-a1ep, In separate 3-hour seminars.

or just interent (o you,

companlé responsible for the high cost.
‘The suryey was designed under the supervision
of Janet Welss, director of research services.

Area engineering firms honored

"\.._ Several aren flrms were winncrs
S Y Counell

Tevel main bullding, a headhouse and

of Michigan design competition.
Glffels Hoyem Basso of Troy
recelved the 1987 Eminent Concep-
En 1

gr complex.
Criterts used in  judgln,

project were achieving the owner’s

needs, “originallly, complexity of

the ® Hubbel,

home video manutacturing and dupl-
catlon,

Roth & Clark of
Bloomfleld Townshlp won an Honor- .
able Conceptor award for the Ford

Livonla won an Honorable Cencep-
tor award for its engincering tech-
nique called dynamic deep compac-
tion at the Haggerty High-Technolo-
gy Industrial Park in Livonia. Duc to
the high cost of driving deep founda-

PLACE: Bouthfisid-Lathrup High 8chool
10301 W. Twelve Mile Rd, (locture hatl)

General Contracting/8ub-Contracting ~ This seminar will taach the
novice how 1o obiain qualified people to bulld & houss and how 10 prainet
thelr Intorosta.

¥ - Loam how 10 oblain B~
nancing, Including Insurance and bonding, in order to maximize your
dollars,

tow i worka, how oy

The CMI(MI:n Len icl = Thia seminar will [niroduce the Michigan J

L OBY: 839 por sominar

% CALL (313) 772-8390

tor for i project, soclal/ slgnifi- Moty Co, Tr I
award for tha Michigan State Unl- cance and technical valuo to the en- w:lter ucamlétlll'l:tay slm?;. !l"lh?ynzng?pgf
versily Plant and Soll Sclences gincering profession. ny also deslgned and assembled a pl-

Bullding in East Lansing. The build-

. Ing features facilitles for the depart-

i ments of crop and soll aclences and

v borticulture and am‘siztu of a aix-
b’ .

e {irm also won a merit award
for its design of the CBS/Fox Video
Operations Center in Livenla, the
frst facillty bull} speclfically for

¢

ot plant that demonstrated the
treatment,

® Soll and Materlal Engineers of
i3

tlon piles into the mixed fill, Includ-
ing rubble, at the site, the project

~-was_ scheduled to be abandoned.

SME's technlque allowed unstable

Ploagaturn to Page 2 -
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Courses also

for reglsftrgt‘lon Infgrm?’lln.n

Areas

All ¢lassos/sominars

= Roal Estato Classes Also Avallable

open o the genera) public
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