flattens Borgess

By Blil Parker
staff vriter

There was a little bit of every-
thing Friday night at the Unlveraity
ul%uvlt‘x c«num an Hall,

ere were blocked shots, missed
shots, blind passes and l(c}l"!ﬂ. There
were reverse lay-ups, slam dunks
and even an urchartered flight
across the key.

The only thlng there wasn't
enough of were baskets for Redford
Blshop Borgess.

‘The Spartans, champions of the
Catholle League, squared off agalnst
Publlc School Leagus champlon De-
trolt Southwestern in the Operation-
vF‘;lsgindahIp boys basketball champl-
o

Southwestern returned home with

the championship trophy after
g off the Spartans 92-64,

“They’re fust a tremendous team,”
sald 'Borgess coach Mlke Fusco
“Still 1t's a disappolntment when you
lose by 28. I don’t think (the loss) will
bave a negative effect. We were 17-2
comlng into the game, We're a good
team and good teams are able to re.
bound after a Joss like this, The kids
are young and they're hungry.”

THE SPARTANS got out of the
gate in a hurry, and in the early part
of the game it locked as If
Southwestern was In for a battle,

After Southwestern's Roland
Waller tled the game at 8-8 Borgess
ran off six atralght points to take a
14-8 lead,

Parrish Hickman drew a foul and
aced both ends of his free throw op-
portunity. Cordell Roblnson then In.

basketball

Southwestern turnover, Hickman
filled the net from the corner to give
the Spartans a six-polnt lead. It was
tho blggest lead they had all night,

Moments later Hunt found the
range from the corner and put the
Prospectors back In the game. His
second bomb closed the gap to two,
19:17, with less than a minute re-
malning in the quarter.

Kevin Willlams dumped in & short
fumper for the Spartans as the quar-
ter ended with Borgess holding a
slim 21.1% lead. .

THE PROSPECTORS struck gold
in the sccond quarter, outscoring

-Bargess 26-8.

Midway through the quarter
things turned sour for the Spartans.
Hickman, the tallest player on the
team at 8-foot-8, went (o the beach
after belng tagged with
foul. At the time Borgess was trall-
ing 82-27. .

Southwestern's transition game
then began to ¢lick and Derrick Vin-
yard (8-5), Doyle Calllhan (8-5) and
James Hunter (8-4) atarted crashing
the boards for the Prospectors. The
result was dlsastrous for the Spar-

tans,

Southwestern, behind four points
each from Callahan and Hunt, out-
scored Borgess 14-2 In the flnal 4:10
of the quarter to take a 45-28 lead by
the break. The game was never close

pted an Hunt pass,
drove the length of the court and
slammed home two of his elght first-

quarter points. After another

“We played well In the first quar-
ter then we let them get into thelr
transition game and our gama plan

sporis shorts

his second

broke down,” said Fusco, “That
spurt In the second quarter really
hurt us, We nceded to handle a cou.
le that ell. I

transition game really hurt va.”

ROBINSON TOOK control for the
Spartans in the third quarter, pumj
ing in 14 of his team’s 20 points
the quarter, But 1t wasn't enough to
off zl tha Inspired play of the Pros-

8,

Southwestern pulled ahead 51-31

faked & pass and went into
{from the middle of the key. He land-

ed somewhere bencath the back-.

ball through the
ended with Southwestern leading 64-
49, .

“Hunt [s fantastic,” sald Fusco.

“He looked a-little like Michael Jor-

dan out there at times.”

Waller netted elght of hls 15 points
in the fourth quarter in leading
Southwestern to victory, Hunt fln-
ished with 17 in pacing the Prospec-
tors and Hunter added 14.

Borgess was led by Roblnson with
20 and Hickman with 14,

@ COACHES NEEDED

‘The Farmington Public School
District is accepting non-tezching
applications for asslstant middle
schoot track coaches.

Those interested should contact
the Farmington Department of Ath-
letlcs, 32500 Shiawassee, F ra
ton 48024, or call 471-6337.

L e s AR AT A e

Farmlngton Hiils Mercy Is secking
an assistant softball coach for the

spring season. Those interested In
this non-teaching position should call
Mercy athletic director Ellen Sck-
erak, 476-2836.

@ K OF C SOFTBALL

Softball leagues for men, women
and co-ed teamns are forming at the
o Hills Knights of Colum-
bus, St. Francis Council.
Call 476-1100 or 476-1101 for reg-
istration Informatlon.

® SOFTBALL 8IGNUP

The Farmington Hills Recreation
Dlvision has openings avallable for
new teams for the 1987 adult soft-
ball season in resident, open and In-
dustrial lcagues,

Reservations can be made at the
recreation office, 31555 11 Mile. A
$50 non-refundable deposit Is re-

quired.
Call 473-957% for more informa-
tion.

You can tell by looking
at him that he believes
in working hasd. And he

Portrait

of the Great American Investor

l

Daduan Smith (50) irllﬁd to stop
o P +

Mondey, March 0, 1007 O&4E

® Doyle Callah

but 9 had [ttt

District pits city foes

By CJ. Rlsak
staff writer

No. fanfare, please. Forget the
blaring trumpets and the fever-
pllch‘he;i rhetoric, all aimed at whipp-

masses into a frenzy. .
It's not really peeded, anyway.

Not when Plymouth Canton and
Plymouth Salem clash on the basket-
ball floor,

They will again. Tonight's state
district basketball tournament opens
at Salem’with the Rocks meeting —
who else? - Canton, It's bardly a
surprise. Every year, it seems the
Chiefs and Salem draw each other in
the first-round game.

At least this CEP showdown won't
pit two teams that practice in gyms
connected by 150 yards of sldewalk,
but are otherwise totally unfamiliar
with each other. They've met on the
hardwood before, and both times Sa-
lem came away with wins. The last
time was only 10 days ago, in the
Western Lakes Activities Assocla-
tion champlonship game,

YES, THESE two opponents are
well-acquainted. The only mystery
surrounding them: Can the Chlefs
{ind a way to beat their crosstown
nemesis?

“l think it's a challenge,” sald
Canton ‘coach Tom Niemi, who guld-
ed Canton to o 12-8 record and &
‘Weatern Division title, “We'll have to
work awfully hard. We have to play
a near-perfect game to be successful
against them.”

Don't expect some miracle cure to
save the Chiefs, They'll go In as un-
derdogs, as almost everyone will

when facing the 18-2 Rocks. There's
no hidden formula, no new strategy
to unvell to gulde them to that elu.
sive victory. Besldes, it's far too late
in the season (o start tinkering with
& winning team, . N

“We have to go to the dance with
what got us there,” said Nleml. And
what got the Chlefs to the top of
thefr dlvislon was pressure defense
almed at forcing mistakes and an
up-tempo offense to score off those
created opportunities. -

What Niemi would Like is for his
team to execute with perfection
agalnst Salem. In the first meeting,
the Chicfs lost 64-63 In overtime
when Salem’s Bryan Kearis sank two
frec throws with three seconds left.
The WLAA title game was a differ-
ent story, as Salem dominated in.a
£9-45 victory,

“All year long, our bench has done
very well,” sald Nleml. “In that (sec-
ond) game, we dldn’t get a spark
from them. Everybedy bas to con-
tribute for us to be successful.”

WHILE NIEMI has tangible, phys-
fcal problems to work out — llke
how to stop Salem’s all-league front
line tandem of 6-foot-5 Mike Hale
and 8-7 Rick Taylor, and contaln all-
WLAA point guard Kearls — Salem
coach Bob Brodie s concerned with
his team's mental attitude,

“It's always tough playing a team
three times,” said the Rocks' coach,
“Qur only salvation is that it’s Can-
ton. When you beat a team twlice, it’s
hard getting up for them again. ¥
don’t think that'll be a problem with
Canton, .

“At this point, all we're doing Is
fine-tuning. The main thing is to be
ready emotionally, mentally.”

The week layoff between the

plonship and tha start of

. -district play was lrvwned_\mon.hlyl-‘

both coaches, but-Brodie figured
any team benefitted, it was hia. “Af-
ter two emotional games like we
played back-to-back (against John
Glenn and Canton), the week off
probably didn't hurt us as much as
some others.”

BRODIE IS planning no surprises
for the Chiefs. Why should he?
“We've had a successful season,
there's o reason to change,” he sald.
“We'll use our size, like we dld be-
fore. It won't be any dlffcrent from
our last games."”

What Brodic hopes won't be re-
peated is the Rocks’ first-game per-
formance, “The thing that caused us
problems the firat time was, we did
not take advantage of our size and
we did not box out well on the
boards,” he said,

The winner of the Salem-Canton
game advances to play Farmington,
which went 2-18 and occupled the
cellar of the WLAA's Lakes Division,
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.

Get the plcture? Monday's victor
is almost certaln to reach the dis-
trict flnals; the other finalist witl be
the wintier of the Novi-Northville
game. Nonc of those tleams can
match Salem or Canton in abllity.

But, as both Nlemi and Brodle
sald, In the state tournament any-
thing can happen.

When held for five years
or more, Bonds pay
competitive rates, like
money market accounts.

Experience the
True Luck of the Irish |

" in the Winter Wonderland of Northern Michigan!

. Join us for “frish Weekend™ at Shanty Creek ~

. Schuss Mountain Resorts, March 13-15, 1987.
Great contests, great fun, great food, great
accommodations and GREAT SPRING SKIING

~ all with that special Erin Go Bragh touch! Irish
Weekend kicks off our SPECIAL VALUE
SEASON PACKAGES, offered through
Scason’s Close...in April.

$40.50
$49.5

INCLUDES LODGING # SKIING # GROUP LESSON
DAILY PER ADULT & ALL TAXES & CHILDREN
UNDER 18, IN SAME ROOM AS PARENTS, SLEEP
AND SK1 FREE! .

Call Us Today!

expects his investments
to do the same, Which
is why he has his money in
" U.S. Savings Bonds.

They're also free from
state and local income tax. Find out
more, call anytime 1-800-US-BONDS.

S

U.S. SAVINGS BONDS
THE GREAT AMERICAN INVESTMENT A

Per Adult, Per Day, Midweek
Bused on Double Occupancy

Per Adult, Per Day, Weekend
Based on Double Occupancy

800-221-9676 Qutside Michigan
Shanty Creek: Bellalre, Michigan 49615

. 800-632-7118
Bonds hehdTew than fn e A 4 alowes sate. Apubticservice of this publication Schuss M""”"‘"‘;gﬂ‘;gﬂ'y}; Michigan 49659




