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urder case headed to retrial

‘This is the type of
constitutional error
that it it amounted to a

If you have a news item.or an
idea for a fcature story or an
action picture with a Farming-|

ton-area connection, send a
note to our downtown office at
33203 Grand River, Farmington|
48024,

FTER 1% years of
constructlon and
missed completlon
dates, the Farmington

Hills Police Facility {3 now
apen and ready for husiness,

Farmington Hllls Pollce
Department employees were
organlzing thelr new work
statlons in the 36,000-square-
foot, $3.2-milkon bullding
Monday morning.

The bullding stands just west
of the Farmington Hills Clty
Hall, at 11 Mile and Orchard
Lake roads,

A dedicatlon and open house
is planned for mld-May, Chief
Willlam Dwyer sald,

REVIEWING funcral
processions. .

At Councilman Richard
Tupper's request, the
Farmington Department of
-Public Safety will reviow-~
“trafflc accidents — and near
misses — caused by lengthy
funcral processlons.

" For safety's sake, Tupper
wauld like to see local funcral
directors encourage smaller
processions.

. Public safety director Frank
Lauho!! sald several legislative
attempts by the state to
regulate the slze of funeral
processlons have failed.

LIGHTING preview.
Manufacturer's
representatives are In town this
week to show b f

technicality, a new trial
would not have been
granted.’
' — Frank Lawrence
John Merlo's attorney

Is case precedent-setting: 14A.

By Joanne Mallszowakt
staft writer

Alter 20 years in prison, a Farm-
ington Hills man — convieted of
murdering his wife — has been
granted a new trial,

Alter running
the gamut of ap-
peal routes, Oak-
land County pro-
secutors must re-
try John Merlo,
45, He was con-
victed of first-de-
gree murder in the
1967  shooting
death of hils 18-

year-old est

Farmington’s Downtown
Development Authority the new
pedestrian Ughting fixture to be
Installed In the elty’s central
buslness district.

DDA board members are
expected to eye the helght of
the “blshop’s erook” lamppoles
and Vietorian-style lighting
globes before preparing for
installatlon this spring and
summer,

BATTER up.

‘The South Farmington
Baseball League is plannlng its
annual parade to kick off the
baseball season at 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 9,

The parade wlll proceed
{rom the clty hall to the clty
park, where a cercmony
beginning the 1987 season will
be held.

EGG-CITEMENT!

The Farmington Arca
Jaycees annual Easter Egg
Hunt will begin at 10.a.m.
Saturday, April 4, at
Shlawassce Park, Farmington.

The raln date Is scheduled for
April 11,

KEEP these numbers
handy for reference when
calling the Farmington
‘Observer: news Une, 477-5450;
sports line, §91-2312; home

Fir

By Casay Hans
staff writer

Little Christopher Michael Bra-
zen deelded Saturday morning it
was time to pay the world a visit.

The 5-pound, 7-ounce baby was
born to Carel Brazen nearly three
weceks early — at home.

Doctors at Botsford General
Hospltal, where the baby and his
mother were taken after dellvery,
told Carol and Michael Brazen
their first-born may not have sur-
vived without emergency medical
help.
Three Farmington Hills fire-
fighters — Wally Kurzeja, Keith
-LLampear and Ron Battanl — ar-

f

rived on the scene to deliver the
baby just after 6 am. It was an
event that made everyonc's weck-
end speclal,

“You guys saved the baby's life
— I don't know what to say,” Carel
told the fireflghters Tuesday as she
and Michael prepared to leave the
hospital for their Farmington Hills
home.

"I was just shocked and panlcked
until somebody came by and knew
what they were doing.

“If It wasn't for them, this guy
wouldn't be alive,” Michael added,
holding ‘the tiny bundte of lie.'I
thought we were having death In-
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He serves 20 years

wife, Sharon, as she was working in
a beauty shop on Eight Mlle in what
was then Farmington Township.

“On Friday, we got word that as of
March 2, the U.S. Supreme Court de-
nied our appllcatlon to have the case
heard. That means we have run out
of appellate avenues,” sald Onkland
County assistant prosecutor Gary
Chopp, who has been assigned the
case,

The trlal must commence wlithin
90 days as of March 2, Chopp and
Merlo's attorney, Frank Lawrence
of Birmingham, arc expected to
meet wlth Oakland Circult Judge
Fred Mester Friday to schedule the

trial, Chopp said,

Farmington Hills Capt. Russell
Conway, the detective who origlaally
Investigated the murder, is prepar-

Ing for the new trial. Conway sald he

didn't really know what reult to ex-
pect {rom the lengthy appeals pro-
cess. Bul he's prepared.

“I didn’t really know. That decl-
slon lays with the court. My reactlon

.Is whatever the courts want, that's

what we do.”

MERLO WON hls new trial by ar-
guing that the judge at his first trial
gave the jury bad Instructions that
resulted in the jury him

or manstaughter — of flrst-degree
murder, which carries a mandatory
life sentence.

In 1979, however, a rullng was
handed down that sald the type of in-
structlon glven by the judge In Mer-
lo's 1867 trial was wrong. Desplte
the rullng, county prosecutors maln-
taln that the jury instruction was “a
harmless error” that had no effect
on Merlo's convietion.

“By standards nowadays, it was
wrong. But it was harmless ervor,”
Chopp said. “That one little instruc-
tion , .. It certainly dldn't cause
him to be convlcted,”

Margaret Horenstein, appellate
attorney for the county prosecutar’s
office, agreed.

~ without a choice of sccund-d'egm

Wally Kurzefs, Keith Lampear and Ron Battani, with Michael and Carol Brazen and their newborn som, Chris-
topher Michael, at Botsford Goneral Hospltal,

When the stork called, they delivered

stead of life.”

FIREFIGHTERS AT Farming-
ton Hills Station 3, near Grand Riv-
er and Middlebelt, received an
emergency call from the. Brazen
house on Dresden, which they pre-
sumed was a routine medlcal run.

When the emergency trio ar-
rived, they reallzed the gravity of
the situation and look immediate
actlon. Kurzefa was the dellvering
attendant with the help of
Lampear and Battanl, Both mother
and baby were in distress and the
situation had to be handled at the
scene,

The birth occurred within 15
minutes of the time firefighters

RANDY BORST/
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Schools’
borders

could be
redrawn

By Casey Hans
ataft writer

Farmington school offlclals arc
expected to discuss high school
redlstricting on Tuesday, following
several months of research by a
boundary stody committoe. o .

Under recommended chnﬁa. stu-
dents llving east of Orchard Lake
Road in portions of Farmington Hills
and West Bloomfield Townsklp, who
would previously have attended
North Farmington High School,
would go to Harrison High School.

Students already attending North
— or who have slblings attending
North — could contlnue attending
school there.

Such recommendations would
come on the heels of controverslal
elementary boundacy changes ap-
proved by the school board in 1986.

Trustees will hear the commit-
tee's report at a board study sesslon

recelved the original call, Lapear
sald.

The flrefighters Initlally made
contact with the hospital, accord-
ing to Lampcar, “and the next
thing I know, Ron came out to the
truck and satd she was having the
baby." .
This was not a flrst-time dellv-
ery for the firefighters, but the
first for all of them [n a home set
ting. After the dellvery, Lampear
sald he “went home and told my
wlfe and she didn’t belleve me.”

The men said their station's
medical unlt will probably carry a
blue stork on lts side in the near
nluure because of the recent mira-
cle,

Council watcher eyes council seat

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
statf wrlier

ocratic actlvist Aldo Vagnozzi is
throwihg his hat Into the polltical

ring.
Vagnozzl, 61, has announced his
infention to seck clectlon to the

Alter 25 years of watchlng and
putting in his two-cents’ worth, Dem-

delivery, 591-0500; d
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591-
2800, -

|-, FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this woek — Harry
‘Wingerter's hooked on

. ‘;l_own(own. "Lllk: gablm.n we're
learning 45 walk. But things
w1l begln to happen now that.

- | we have an organization with
_Bomo meat to it," says
Wingerter, presldent of
Farmington's newly formed

.{- Downtown Development
;Authority and a charter
“member [n the 25-year-otd
‘Downtown Farmington Center.

Broader host law

By Joanns Maliszewski
staft writor

Some parents in Farmington
Hills apparently have been renting
rooms at arca hotels/motels, then
turning around and handing the
keys to their tcenagers who use the
rooms for partles,

being considered

Some teens just rent the rooms
themsclves and host a party that
contlnues untlt complaining guests
call the manager.

The majority of the teen patties
reportedly involve alcohol and
drugs, sald Betty Nicolay, past

Pleaso turn to Pago 12

Farmington Hills City Council — the
body he has faithfully watehed for

ears.

“After 25 years of watching, I'd
rather be doing,” sald Vagnozi, a
27-year Farmington Hills resident,
I thought that while belng a council
watcher has its rewards, I wish I had
been part of the declslon-making
process.”

Vagnozzi Is the first to announce
hls candidacy for what wlll be four
open seats on the Farmington Hills
City Council. The four-year terms of
copnetl members Donn Wolf, Joe Al
kateeb and Joan Dudley will explre
this year. Councilman Terry Sever's
two-year also will expire.

None of the incumbents has  yet
announced intentlons to run in
the November city electlon,

A two-year Farmington Communi-
ty Library trustee, Vagnozzi — ac-
carding to elty policy — will be re-

Please turn 10 Pago 12

Aldo Vagnozz!
27-yoar Hilis reaident

to begln at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 17, at East Middle
School, according to asslstant super-
intendent Lynn Nutter, who chairs
the committee. No board vote ls
planned.

Nutter decllned to claborate on
the committee’s plans, saying: “I
think It would be premature at (his
polnt.”
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