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Attorney says
‘Precedent was already set’

By Joanno Kallgzewek
staff writer

Farmingtca
convicted 20 years ago of shooting
his wife to death — will set legal

. new trial 13 based oo a 1979 ruling
that said the type of instructions giv-
cn to the jury in Merlo's 1967 mur-
der trial were Incorrect.

Tho Judge at Merlo's trial told the
Jury the defendant had to be coavict-

attorney for the Oakland Coun

Prosecutor’s Office, said “the lmpll-
cation has not changed. Other pris-
oners would have to still go uxmm

the same appellate procedures.”

GARY CHOPP, Oakland County .

aesistant prosecutor who has been
axslp:ed to Merlo’s case, belleves

campus
pipeline

If you have news from a col-
lege, university or other campus
of higher education — and there’s
a Fermington-area connection —
we'd like to hear from you s0 we
can share your news ftem with
other Farmington Observer read-
ers. Send {tems to: Campus Pipe.
line, Farmington Observer,
Grand River, Farmington 48024,

g

James Fonkhouser, Matthew
Kramer, Dwayne Krait, Gregory

Leland Reincks and Denix

McCoy,
Soubay,

Galornest, Cuvh Marle
Diane all

other couvicted murderers could
have the same opportunity as Merlo
for retrial

“The federal court relled on a cer-
taln US. Supreme Court case when
they 2ald he geta a pew trial. If there
are similar cases where peoplem
convicted of crimes before the Su-
preme Court case io the mid-1970s,

I.huynould" (::u&.ly :
exlo) u luvm;
now," Chopp sald.

“The so-called error falls Into a
niche ~ wm In the l:ma sltuation
are in the pame possibility,” Choj
contlnued. “But It doesn’ y PI'
cryone who bas ever becn convicted
has the opportunity.”

‘malntain Merlo's new tri-

the evidence and witnesses' testimo-
By that helped convict Merlo — mot

the jury Instructions,

Prosecutors have been fighting
Merlo's latest round of ltlanph for
2 new trial for more than

An avid student of the lnw. Mcrlo
:\1.9.emp1.§:'l several times —
through the Michigan Supreme Coun
md umfedcralconm—towlnn
his secopd attempt,
U S. Dlnrlct Judge, Stewart
Newblatt granted Merlo's request —
based on the jury Instruction — on

As the pew trial was beginning in
carly 1986 before Oakland Creuit
Judge Mester, Chopp requested an
adjournment whila the - federal
appea!a coun ruled on h!.l appeal ro-
court overturn
Ncwhlnluardcrtarnnuul.

BUT THE U.S. Court of Appeals in
C later N s

ﬂrsttrhlandwoa‘tbcl.nthem
trial

“The l.usue lanot whether Mr, Mer~
1o dld the killing but the degree of
the crimo’ committed,” Lawrence

sald.
Merlo shot his wifo before slx
beauty shop

'@ convict awasﬂs another imaﬂ

rence aaid, “The lntmt i the, Ilsue,
pot whether ho ul!ed ber,

First-degroe
mandatory lue mt.ewe, without
parole. Second-degree murder offers
an opportunity for pum‘ll:hn!tet 10

years in pﬂmn:
priwnaenm

B-year-old boy. The coupla lppuet:t~
ly u-gued and as Merlo's wife re-
turned to her customer, he followed
ber, pulled ou! a .32-caliber rovolver
md shot her four times, Investiga-

sbnm Merlo was Iater ‘pro-
nounced dead on arrival at Botsford
General Hospital. Following the
shooting, Sharon Merlo's parents,
who are now both dezd, took custody
of her $-month-old son.

The judge at Merlo's {irst- trial
told jurors Merlo had to be convicted
of first-degree murder — rather
than a cholce of second-degree or
— unless they felt he

rullng. Prosecutors contlnued to
fight and Horenstein asked the U8,
Supreme Court to hear the case. Last
week, the high court refused to hear
the case — meaning Newblatt's rul-
ing for a pew trial stands,

Whether Merlo killed his wife
was never a mafor question (n the

bad proved he dld pot intend to kill
his wife when he entered the beauty
shbop,

“THERE IS a lot at stake here. Ho
bas already done 20 years. The dif-
ference between flrst-degree and
second-degree {3 a big degree,” Law-

wmuld,

I Merlo had been ‘convicted of
mnddemo murder — basad on,

his argument that when he mt:red

the shop he did not {ntend to Kill his
wife, but later did 8o after becoming
earaged — he could be out of pﬂm_
le, Lawrencesald. @

“The judge Instructed' the jury
that he (Merlo} intended. contem-
plated and designed the
unl hc could p{wc himself fnno-

Bu( tbe nﬂdt vl the fudges in- -

structk swayed the en of
proving gullt from the prosecutor to
aﬂ;reldo to prove; ‘himself innocent, he
a

“It relleved the prosecutor of
coming up with a very heavy burden,
possibly 99 percent of the evidence.
You go It with the prosecutor having
the burden of proof, Then the burden
wu shifted to Mr. Merlo,” Lawrence
s

a,
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Goidsmiths

- Designed & C
Walzhe.:

Farmington .
Orchard Lake/Grand River

Closed Our Bn'ghton Store.
We must liguidate Y2 of our ¢hree million dollar inventory
Fine Diamonds & Precious Stones in 14K GoB
in ourﬁdory
Gif ot Sogs f
40% 50% 604 and more
Off Our Regular
This is a legitimate discount off our everyday prices!
- Closed Our Brighton Store.
Specia Stara Houra During Private Sale:

Monday thiu Friday 8am (08 Samrdaymspm-sum |2noonms m
Y Y All Ma)orpg(edll Cards Acoepts 4 s

Sale At Farmington Stm Only.

Prices.

' All Inventory has been transferred to Farmington, |

MARCH 9 thru MARCH 21

The
Plymouth Inn

Someone you Jove is growing
older and noeds just a bit more
support than he or she can get
in their current living situation.
A nunsing home isn't the
answer. Normal activities like
eating and dressing aren’t &
problem. But you would be

Denise

Nowack! and

of Farmlngton Hills, were samed to
the dean’s list at Ferris Stato Col-
_ lege, Big Rapids.
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supervision as well, Consider
some of the many sdvantages:

 Spacious mini-suites for
those who desire extrn
comfort and privacy.

* Deluxe semi-private
accommodations, richly

The Gracious Alternative

sppointed, with private
lavatories and showers.

* Conveniently located near
Plymouth, Northville, and
Livonia, with casy access t0
major highways.

® Tranquil landscaped grounds
and lavely common arcas.

* Throe delicious meals served
in our central dining room
by a friendly, atentive staff
of professionals,

* Extensive, varied social
programs and recreational
oppottunities.

* Game room, chapel, beauty
parlor and lounges, all
designed with the specml
needs of our residents in
mind. ’

The Plymouth Inn welcomes
your inspection visit, When
you zce what we have to offer
we think you will agree that
‘The Plymouth Inn
is a very special

(313) 4510700

The P Inn
205 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, MI 48170

@ The pulse of your community @ The pulse of your community
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Oak Parquet

Yonguo & Gvoovo

18

8q. 4t
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Mr. Tile Co.

Do It-YourseIf Headquarters

Sale Prices End
March 21, 1987

White Kitchen & Bath

Wall Tile
¢

each
oLt

AliTelm Avaliable, Too

@m#trong
Linoleum

$3 %a!m

T
Mosaic
Tiles

99°

shaoot
-SK111

67% OFF

No Wax, Peel & Stick

Vinyl Tiles

% Now ¢l
o 49

CT1082
CTHl DIO

Vinyl Cove
3 ,\ asehoard

ovi
Behind Donn:
Noxi To12 Olku Mal\

Mon.-Fri. 9.9; Sat. §-5

Professional Advlce for Do-! ll-Yoursailets Experienced Personnel &
Professional Installation Avallable, Commercial or Residentiat

Get Your Best Price & Then Call Mr. Tile!

348-8850
— R

REDFORD’

Telagraph Road

South of W. Chicago
T 50015

SAVIN

« Harden » Kittinger

« Thomasville

« Classic Leather

« Conover

o La-Z-Boy

» Stiffel

« Nichols & Stone .
« S. Bent

« And Many More!

Interior Design Service,
Always Our Pleasure

.

20°/o-40°/§
STOREWIDE

ON FAMOUS MAKERS
OF FINE FURNITURE

. Pemisylvania ‘House

» Knob Creek ¢ Kling

Free Local Delivery and’

GS

Classzc Interwrs

Fine Furnfture . .. whereo quality costs you logs..
20203 Middicholt Rd., '

) Mon., Thurs., Frl. 0:30.8:00
a74.0000 FHAD 'S Weia vaows

8. of 8 Mile

 8ale Ends Bunday, March 15th
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