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Name a project manager wrth care

AT-A-TAT-TAT. Rat-a-tat-tat.
With workmen hammering
throughout  Farmington’s cen
{ral business dlstrict these days,
that's a famifiar sourd. 1t's the sound of
a town on the move - for the better.

After years of talk about downtown
Stedevelopment but little new invest-

fnent, people are beglnning to see the
#rudence in rehabilitating a smaller
<entral business district.

Ta lead the way, the city lg planning
“trew pedestrian lighting, shade trees,
sldewalks and planters, more parking, a
“spruced-up mini park, a2 new mini plaza
und other capital improvements,

We've got a natural in our downtown.
allwcnccdtodolspollshitup Each
\:&mmuz lm:sl;s °|?£u character.

ding speaks for
& Distinctiveness isn't lacking. Nor is
tler Investment. Village Commons is
Xsing from a former \umber yard. Fo-
s¢al Polnt will soon move to a renovated
Xormer factory, Farmer Jack is now

Perry Drugs, war Pharmacy now
Real Estate One, Hnrdees now Dimi-

ri's.

J¢ BUT BRICKS and mortar provlde a

Tramework for bulldings, not down-

. towng., It takes p:ioglc to parlay potau— ’

ect

commoaly called a project manager.
But it would he foolish to sit back and
conslder only applicants who respond to
Rochester’

ads. 's DDA hired its project
manager after her speak at a
Mlch.!gan Maln Street Program seminar

Il.'s lhn profect manager who wields
leadership for a downtown caught in the

Each battle for consumer dollars, It's the

project manager who imulls prids

wherewithal — using boLh gentle and
en¢ouragement = to rally mer-

ts around a common purpose and
deepen their commitment to downtown.

But make no mistake about it. A
project manager long on rab-rah but
short on know-how won't cut It. Skills
rnust span both,

Not only must a project manag
familiar with architectural design, hut
also consumer wants, beauuﬂcauou.
low-Interest loans, marketing strategy,
inventory expansion, sales promotions,
window displays, government grants,
historical preservation, even toutism,

.As the hub of downtown Farmington,
Grand River ig the ideal place to base
the project manager, Working alongside
merchants and shoppers is the best way

toth

among property owners,
and city leaders alike,

“The key task of convincing absentee
landlords to either fix up thelr proper-
ties, or consider them to some-
one who will, also belongs to the project
manager. So ‘does the job of making
downtown a community centerpiece,
not just a place to shop,

Unlike DDA members, who as busi-
ness people and civic volunteers must

m\l lnlo
Jood Develop-

8 D
mcnt Aut.bcruy (DDA) i3 right on in
rl:umlng hire an executive director,

use more mhue persuasion, the project’
is beholden to no one but the

DDA and the city council
ONLY A project manager has the

to sense gradual ths in mood or the
of cash

Selectl.n.g a project mzumxet rests
with the DDA, But there's no reason
why the Downtown Farmington Busl
ness Assoclation can't step forward and
belp shape a Job description for the per-
son who will play a pivotal part in reju-
vennt.lng the mlrnl business district.

tral dis-

Educate

IT'S TIME WE integrated an Amer-
can institution — scouting,

"You heard me correctly. It's time we
ralsed boys and girls together so they
learn how to live together when they
become men and women.

So far we have failed, By the time
children get to be adults, the lessons are
learned. It's just too late, .

Scouting could earn a place of signif-
jeance In our social history beyond any:
thing it has accompushed 1f it took this
glant step. .

1 dou’t know about you, but I sure.
wuu!d like my child to have ali the same

m:z - nkephe.rded by the right project
manager — should quickly spill over
into Farmington's historic district and
the nelghborhoods: beyond, strengthen-
ing community spirit and property val-
ues along the way.

as the next,

Nothinig extra, mind you. Just that
when hiring Is doe and the promotions
are handed out, I want the rules to be
the same for everyone.

But as we all know, that's hardly the
case when it comes to women in the
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EOONDMIS'PS HAVE A’ rule of
. ghumlr It you want more of something,
bsidiveit; if you want less, tax it.

For 25 yéars, Mithigan has been pay-
*people. to’ hiave “bables out of

T

. cutting eddcation from 52-per-
3 ton.hebudgetmlauthanmandhy
social servim(rom ll[xx\-

%bont to more than 30, - '

julre higher tultion; our local nchoah

&4 W(tblmmfeam,mmmﬁm.;

tafe backs the wrongthingsj

America hss a za-pemam
lllegitimacy rate, and {t's
growing amonyg all races. If
-we think like D88, we'll
‘subsidize more of the same.’
1 we think like DeGrow, WII
subsidize school - .
"-altendance, graduation, "

college work end hmlly

) values.

m Tim

) mchard

Then comes a really bothersome no-
tlon. As background, consider that a
couple of decades ago the nuhmy of
children born out-of-wedlock to
agers were put up for adopuon. but to-

. day. the § percent or

-who doa’t go to coilege but daget a }ob

- and hold 1t two ym get a prlze of

'lOOOcash.
amnrg.buzyongeuhedrm.
OONTRAST. the state -

premmcn

,‘__

nito ch in lu J4p fock tho op lnl
8] xe
PTG mu port

* and encouragiog
fd vleglnmummmmpunn

less. It means we p.ny more taxes than
ever for welfare and less for schools, *
DSS advocate “adoption”
or" “adoption counsellng”’ ‘It doemt
© even mention those options.
. it ‘suggests: “Teen parenu
shotld recelve supportive services in
the {transitional) bomes which encour-
age ;positive plrmung behaviors and
tdf-lu!ﬂcwncv‘ (italica mine).
» Many words used by soclal

workers  ing folk.

“Sure, it’s getting better,” you may

)I'!ul 1 say in return, “that’s not good
enough,”

-“GETTING” THERE s a far cry
from “being” there.

And women just aren't allowed to be
“there” yet.

I was thinking about this recently,
while watching several troops of Girl
Scouts from the-Farmington Hills area
celebrate the 75th anniversary of their
organizatlon.

Some of the speeches given talked of
sisterhood and celebrating the idea of
sharing the experience of growing up to
be women.

~But, 1 thought to mysell, {f the next
gencration of girls are going to grow up
to be women with a status truly recog-
nized as equal to male counterparts, we

* sif'cfu.tis'
on life together

crackerbarrel
| debate

§ Steve
Barnaby .

have to transcend this idea of nmerhood
and brotherhood.-

In order for men and women to uve
together in harmony and understanding,
they must be bmught up together as
children,

CERTAINLY, THE foundation of the
Girl Scouts was fustified. It was an.im-
portant step in elevating girls from a
meve reflection of Boy Scouts, to a self-
sustaining group with its own
goals and {deals. .

It demonstrated to girls that they
were Indeed equal durifg a time when
an overwhelming majority of the, popu-
lation viewed them as inferior, ..

And while It is essentlal that girls
grow up to be self-confident women, it's-
equally imporiant that boys grow up to
be. men who reallze that women are
their equals. ..

The problem hn’t eq\lallty ‘Women

are equal But a lot of boys are brought

up to believe differently. Many girls
are, too,

Just as in race, separauon on the ba-
sis of gender creates the feeling among
the dominant group of superiority.

Many men still feel threatened by
women In the marketplace. It's unfa. -
millar competition they never had to
face when young. Let’s make it famil.
far.

Ideas take beatmg

from judge’s rulmg 3

Us. DISI‘RICI‘ JUDGE William Bre-
vard Hand last week banned 45 history,
social studies and home economics
textbooks. from Alobama's largest
school distriet because, he says, the
books teach godless humanism.

It is not enough to note that Major
Frank Burns has_ found life after
“M*A*S*H"” by sitting on a Southern
judicial bench. Nor is it enough to note
that, in the hearts, minds and souls of
the fundamentalist right, the term
"godless humanism” {s redundant.

Many of you, I suspect, do not know
what secular humanism ls. y foes
can’t easlly define it, but they know
they don’t like it. They belleve, accord-
ing to the Associated that secular
humanism IS a rellgion that teaches that
an rathcrumn God is the center of the

universe.

n‘-‘s CULAR humanism is a religion,
then it 1s unconstitutional to teach it in
tax-supported public schools. That's
what the fundamentalists say, and that's
what Judge Hand ruled. Not everyone

agrees.

“I have a great reservation, quite
frankly, about bannlng about judgu ln-
terfering with

Rich
4 8 Perlberg
1 Edwin Meese is disturbed about the
prospect of special Interests dictating
the context of school books, then it
should be unnecessary to polnt out that,
although powerful the printed word ls
something to be cherlshed, not feared;

that ideas should be encouraged, not
- swept into dank wnrehom

AND WHAT ideas? Here‘ from the
judge's declsion, are a few excerpts that
led to the books’ demise: “We can direct
our own lives instead of letting others

-do the directing for us. Each of us can
become the kind of person we want to.
be.” Or, "“Your set of valuea will never
be finalized. Your values change as you
change.” Or, “Self-actualizatlon is !.hev
highest level of human needs.”

These writings can be eriticized fok

and for the hor-”

and p.mlcn]arly prescribing whnt‘
should be taught jn schools or not taught

rid use of “self-actualization” and “fi--
palized.” But it s not unconstitutional

in schools," sald US,
Meese who otherwise is not

known 29 a knee-jerk libera! Interested

in mmina wlth the lives of righ! -think-

to use bad or ] jar~
gon. It should be, but it's not. According
to Judge Rand, it Is unconstltutional to
teach * umnn!sm." 1t shouldn’t
be, but lt Im

'fam'vagne undmon tiy

At taxpayer expense.
~'Amierica has a 20-percent fllegitima-
R cynte.-ndu' among all rac-
we.think like DSS, we'll subsidize
mmolthenmallwathlnkllkebo»

graduation, ' college work and family
“valoas, T

Grow, wo'll subsidize schocl attendance,

Michigan
.. 150 years old

v+ ANNIE : CLEMENC, “leader - of the
1918 copper atrike in the Upper Penin-
suln, was born March 2, 1888, Tho wife
of a miner, “Tall

called, carried a large American flag
her dally marchies in Keweenaw County.

The miners ‘won nn emt—ho day
and a minimum wage of §3 dail:

Annie Clemcnc uved untll 1956 and i
honored in the Michigan Women's ﬂnll
of Fame in Lansing.
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