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Transitions

Women share their feelings on going through life’s stages

By Lorglno McClish
staff wrllor

Rlee is now two months away
from recelving her doctorate. Her

FARMINGTON HILLS PSY-
CHOLOGIST who dlscov-
ered to her surprise that
she wanted to stay 38 for-

ever developed MetroVision's
“Translstions™for women to afr their
own feclings about the changes that
arc taking place In their lives.

“I am tired of hearing the experts
¢ell us how we feel, how to live and
where to live when they haven't gone
through the same thing — Ilke the
male doctor who Is teling me how
I'm going to feel when I have my
{irst baby,” sald Natalie Rice of
Humanlstic Resources.

“It i3 time for a forum for the
teens to talk about how they feel
sbout thelr own acne and own dating
problems, or the divorced woman to
tell us herself about the way It is
trying to get her flrst job after 20
years of taking care of the house. Or
how doca it really feel to be left with
that empty nest?”

Rice describes hersclf as “always
belng an up person” who uncxpect-
edly went through a perlod of de-
pression.

T analysed and evaluated every-
thing In my life,” she sald, “I went
through the whole works; mother,
husband, house, work, responsibtli-
Ues, golng back to schoot, before 1
connected up with the fact that I was
approaching my 39th birthday.

: “Call It mid-Mfe crisls, dentity
crists, change of llfe, there arc a lot
of terms. No matter what you call it
I was 38 and Itked it. I resented that
I'was going to be 39,” she sald,

for the degree Is called
“What is the Experlence for Those
Who Percelve Themstlves to be En-
tering Middle Age?” The rescach she
did for the paper launched “Transls-
tions.”

RICE SAID she has had more vol-
unteers than she can use for the pan-
el of women that make up the pro-
gram with a different subject every
month. 1t s on at 3 p.m. and 9 p.m.
every Wednesday on Channel 12.

She is into her third taplng now
and says she cannot imagine ever
running out of subjects.

All of the subjects pertain to wom-
en for no other reason, she satd, than
that her dlssertation pertained to
women and the translstions they go
through throughout thelr entire lives.

“'We weren't prepaved to face ag-

ing,” Rlee sald. “We were groomed .

to be lovely little nymphets, When
this passes by It suddenly hits us that
we've never been taught to enter the
next step and sometimes we don't
even know what that next step Is,

“We were once valued as young
and sexy and we have to work our
way through to mothering and nur-
turing and caretaking and into nu-
merous roles, sometimes, as in the
case of death or dlvorce, without
forewarning.”

In many of those cases there are
paradoxes that only add to the confu-
ston.

In the case of turning 38, Rlce
sald, “On one hand I loved the free-
dom in my lUfc I had created for
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Natalie Rice (center) leads the discussion on divorce for her
show taped for MetroVision cable TV. Guests for the program
who share their fealings about going through that change in
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ichlgan Governor Stevens

Themas Mason stood at

the head of the recelving

lne while guests arrived

at the ball in celebratlon of the terri-

tory admitted to the Unlon as its

26th state. He and his entourage

were dressed in the most clegant of

fashlens that had arrlved from Parls

early in 1837, Revelers were offered

punch, then clrculated to greet their

friends in the baliroom before dlnner

was served In a splrit of merriment

In attaining the long-sought state-
hood.

But all was not weli,

A dispute broke out at one of the
tables. One of the ladles in atten-
dance was openly accused of belng ‘a
clumsy wench’ by her escort. One of
the governor's * bodyguards was
clearly disturbed about the dia-
monds owned by one of the inn's
guests,

Jealous lovers were in evidence.
‘There was talk about an inheritance
and bad investments, One of the
guests became I and had to leave
the festivitles. A party crasher ac.
costed the governor for “glving all
that good farm land to Otlo.”

Guests were called to form
squares for the next dance, and the
caller was lively calling out hls dosa-
dos, but all was stlll not well.

Super sleuths kept alert for the
next clue.

THE RE-ENACTMENT of the
ball on the eve of Michigan state-
was part of a weckend of
suspense and sleathing with Homl-
clde Hosts Donald and Helen Olmst.
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their llves are Penny Striagel and Phyllis Rice, on hor left, and
d J

Joyce Ward, Lark 8

and Jan D

, on hor right.

ed in Botsford Inn.

The Howell residents scattered
clues throughout the kead for
guests to stalk thelr way"through a
seenario that began Friday night and
continued through Sunday morning.
Helen Olssted is the scriptwriter,
Donald Olsted acts as master of cer-
emontes, and in the 1830's mode, jn-
structed the dancers for thelr try
with the Badger's Gavotte and the
Military Scottish.

Each of the scripts the couple act
out in parly form are ariglnal, wrlt-
ten to fit a specific locale or occa-
sion and are never repeated. But all
of the seripts, enacted with about a
dozen actors scattered among the
guests, arc created for guests to
match wits with guests,

And they all lead vp to a Sunday
morning brunch when the culprit Is
unmasked and the guests discover
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guosta Mary Jo Houston of Davisburg and
Tino Turner of Southgate aro divorted from
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Govarnor Stevens T, Mason greats the gueats who have come
to the ball in calebration of Michigan's admisaiorito the Union
as its 26th state. ¥

who s thellnost canny prober among
them as prizes are awarded for those
who have best worked thelr way
through the intricately woven plots,

A bonus for guests who plied thelr
snooping skiils in Botsford's “A
Michigan Mystleal Mystery Week-
cnd" was learning a bit of the state’s
history.

This month Botsford and its Homi-
cide Hosts switch from history to
hauntings for “A Ghostly Weckend,"
We hear tell that ghosts have been
summoned to walk the halls of the
151-year-old Inn from March 27-29.

THE ONLY RULE for the game is
to be on time.

Without a close adherence to the
“Calendar of Capers” mystery week-
enders might miss out on a clue or
two.

‘The agenda advises to “check fn
with haste” to meet and foln fellow-
sleuthers for the 7 pm. Friday re-
ceptlon. It advises when to be a wan-
derlust for those who want to see
other parts of the Detroit area, It ad-
vises when to dress in costume, for
those who choose. And where best to
be when the clues will be coming,
which Is generally, but not always,
durlng breakfasts and dinners when
the slenths are all together.

Botsford Inn, Michigan’s oldest
lodglng facility at 2800 Grand Rlver,
celebrated Its “150 Years of History
and Hospltality” in 1986, Innkeeper
John Anhut begins 1987 with the
“Mystical Mystery Weekends” as a
year of "drama and adventure.”

Reservatlons for the package-

o
catch a clue to the mystory plot that is enacted during dinnor.

priced kends are made by call-
Ing Botsford Inn, 474-4800,



