-Lawmakers may

»'By Tim chhard
i staff writor
“ T
<t There could be “war” In Lansing
-this year over state funding of
i couns. a lobbyist for Michigan judg-
-» es warned.
‘““There is a great deal of restless.
g DEsS outstate,” said Milton Zaagman,
executive director of the Michigan
udges Assoclation. A former state

sln!.u Senate Judicldry Comumittee,

“ chaired by Ses. Rudy Nichols, .R-

Waterford,

-¢  In 1979 state government began

aying 100 percent of the cest of
! lower courts, Tho
i and ended ~ with the Wayne Counly
 Cirenlt  Court, - Detrolt Recorders
- Cbzurtl:nd the 36th District Court in

L

/= THEN CAME the recesslon and
” budgelcuu For several year, Michl-
« Ean bas had two funding systems —
Jjone for Detrolt/Wayne County,
** where the state pays all, another for
the Wayne suburbs and the omer 82
countles,
¢« . “The lasue of court financing is be-
comlng Increasingly vexatiouns,” sald
1 Zaagman, who was pinchitting for
4 MJA president Hilda Gage, an Oak-
{ Jand clreult judge.
‘Theorctically, there are three 30-
lutions:

Supreme Court justices in 1986
[1 were pald $81,400 and Court of
,Appeau Judges $78,150 — all by the
- state.

.- Here was the '88 pleture for the
¥ lower courts, accordng to the State
: + Offtecra Com) pensaunn Commilsslon:

- @ Circait Court, the highest trial
" court — its judges are limlted to 92
,pcrccnt of a justice’s salary, or

‘The govarnor’'s office
has naot got behind
state funding,’ and
otate Senate
. Ropublicans "won't
- Jump’ fo support it
until Gov. James
Blanchard advocates
the plan, ’
«— Sen. Rudy Nichols
* Judiciary chalrman

@ Continuing the dual system,
which Zangman sees a3 doomed.

® State fupding of all 571 lower
court judges agd thelr stalls, as orig-
inally planned, at an additional $150
mlluon to $225 million from the

tate,

© Ending' state fundlng of De-
troit/Wayne County courts, going
back to the previous system of the
state guaranteelng part of judges'
salaries and local governments sup-
plementing them. Zaagman sces this
as under attack.

What judges are paid

$74,888. In every county but Wayne,
the state pays part, and the county is
allowed to supplement it. Range:
$57,200 to the full $74,888. Avernge:
$73,878, or 98 percent of the cap.
® Probate Courts, which hkandle
estates and juvenile matters — judg-
a are capped: at 83 percent of Su-
remo Court salarfes, or $71,832
Rnngc $52,580 to $71,632.
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“In the House of Representatives
Inst year, thero were 57 votes (more
than a majority) to wipe out Wayne
County court recrganization fund-
Ing,” bo sald. “There 1s a great deal

-of restlessness. There could be a real

war this year, and that war could be
won,"

NICHOLS SAW a political prob-
> R
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Washing B
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lem wm: the smm'n pleking up the
enl

"le govnrnor’u office has not got
behind state funding,” sald- Nichols,

a second-term xenator elected dar-

ing the 1983 tax revolt.

In & post-hearing Interview, Ni-
chols quoted Seniate Majority Leader
John Engler, R-Mouht Pleasant, as
saying “the Senato won't jump” unti)
Gov. James Blanchard advocates the

plan, .
Nichols, an attorney, sald Michl-
gan's constltution clearly catled for

. a single court system, not multiple X

systema of paying. “This bas not
been done because of money,” the
judiclary chalrman said.

JUDGES DISLIKE the dual sys-
tem because of pay inequities (sce
salacy. story) and the budget argu-
ments thoy get into with local gov-
emments,

"Counucs like that,” sald Zaag-
“because & judge cames m
u:am with hat in hand.”

Sex. John Kelly, D-Detroit, bad a -

war story from the other point of
view: “The Grosse Pointe Park dls-
trict judge says unless sha geis a pay
ralse, she's golng to order the vity to
give ber one.”
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Zaagman poted that Perry Bul-
lard, D-Ann Arbor, House Judk
chalrman, is author of 4 bill to pro-
vide procedures for hanling budget
dizputes between courts and locul
control units. The problem has
cropped up In every corner of the

tate,

It has even pltted local govern-
ments agalnst each other, as In Ol.k
land County, where county
ment subsidizes the szm Dll!ﬂct
Court (inclu and Roches-

(including Troy
ter) but not the 4ath Duu-m (Bloom

field area).

LAST YEAR G. Mennen Williarps,
then chlef justice of the Supreme
the stato making a

- Court,
plté::'(lor full state funding of courts.

Detrolt/Wayne courts, the
state pays the full price for the Su-
preme Court and Court of Appeals,

ear, retiew
the battle for ut stato fundlng when
she makes a “State of the Judiciary”
address March 18 to the Legisiature.

In other Judiclary Committee
business, Zaagman, in answer to a
qnuuon from Nichols, personally
endorsed the {dea of requlting a cir-
cult judge to have flve or 80 years of

‘war’ over court funding

trial court expericoce asa la ula
be clwb]o lm- the bt:nch. . 'y

That
after the 1986 amu:m vﬁ:ﬂm Wnyn-
County voters elected Kal
donald, fresh from law r;bool. tolhe
elrcuit

ch, and Jam:
Blanchard appolnted ch!d of wnil
Philip Jourdan, a lawyer who had.n'
prnctlced. to the same bench.

‘One court
of justice’

Those, such as former Chief Jus-
tice G. Mennen Willtams, who advo-
cate full state funding of tho courts
polat to Article VI, Sce. 1 of the
Michigan Constitutlon:

“The judicial power of the state is -

vested ekclusively in one court of .

justlce which shall be divided Into”

one supreme court, ome court of

appeals, one trial court of general-.

jurisdiction koown as the clrcuit
court, one probate court,

and courts

' of limited jnrlsdicunn that-the legis-
lature may establish by & two-thirds” |

vote. . "
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SOMERSET THE MALL
Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

. Sunday 12-5/Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9/Othes Days 10-6

formula that can add a laycr af pure silver to
sterling, nlv:rphlc, copper, brass, and more. Perfect
for restoration or decoration, and perfectly priced
at $29.95, Come see for yourself:

SPECIAL DEMONSTRATIONS
MARCH 13—SOMERSET—12-8
MARCH 13—TWELVE OAKS—12-8
MARCH 13—OAKLAND MALL-12-8
MARCH 14—SOMERSET—12-6
MARCH 14—TWELVE OAKS—12-8
MARCH 14—0AKLAND MALL—12-8
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’ P ® [ ] Preferring Tailored Clothing
i That’s Softer, More Feminine,
® [ ] You Reveal An Eye For Quality,
- s A Reverence For Pure Wool
A You've no patience when they say it's a man's world.

Fabele Courea PYE
N o 1t's your world and you prove it daily. In the strides you

make. In the clothes you wear. Tailored clothing is

certainly a priority, menswear styling is not. Others may

think it enhances their authority, but you know

'77!

omvvnm n-'ccuu Campra tin] Comgmes L247

':__,.:‘ ,6‘5‘3. wo'; ’37549 authority comes from within.
(Oriver Costom Sires 0 € Gual Savings Vien sur Erowrmor fur Hpe Setectien Attune to your preference, we feature tailored clothing
S TG FRIGEHT ¢ WO HANDUNG D that is truly feminine, Sharing only one distinclion with
A o - -~ - our menswear—a superiority of tailoring—each garment
5 3 K6 . . 2y é} £ ( is enhanced by he elegance, longevily and effortless
; (I [ /‘y ()ﬁ[[/ﬁ care that comes only from the finest pure waol. Expect
7 - Q - . ’ the quality that is your due.
"] 20m| 200[32" 30" RV d Presents
s | Y PYSTA PP MR £ 010 “Couture D’Amour”’
5 T T T TR L § o ot o Soft Feminine Dressing
- 547 0379028%{30 T Fashion Show
3 REGHTSUPYOTaS” Friday, March 13th
B ° - 7:00p.m.
1. Entrance to Somerset Mall
Refreshments Served

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy

Store Hours: Monday through Friday 10a.m. to 9p.m.;
Saturday 10a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday Noon to 5p.m.

Chicago: Wabash at Madison.[312)-236-3800 / Old Orchard J Oakbrook
Tray Michigan: Somerset Mall (313)-643-6700
Capper & Capper Charge, American Express, Visa, Mastercard
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