. will not be found on the Yellow
- Brick Road, In fact, these “’nn

“Tin Men’

No,. Virginia, the “Tin Men"” (R)

Men"will never seoc Kansos
they're 100 busy toollng Cadnlucs
around Baltimore, selling honest cit-
izens overpriced aluminum siding.

A film about aluminum-siding
salesmen and the scams they pulled
in the geod old days may not sound
promising, But Bavy Levinson
{“The Natural,” “Diner,” ‘Young
Sherlock Holmes”) bas: wrilten and
dlrected an engaglng comedy - that
concerns Runyonesque characters
selling aluminum siding in Balti-
more in the carly '60s, belvm the
Maryland Home Improvement Com-
misslon cleaned up everybody’s act.

This essay on the life and times of
Levinson's hometown i days of yore
opens with Bill “BB" Babowsky
{(Richard Dreyfus) backing his brand-
new Cadlllac out of the showroom
Just as Tilley (Danny DeVito) drives
by inhis,

‘The ensuing crash geoerates an
epic feud. 1t's funny and sad and just
as putty as things that go on in the
real world. That’s probably the rea-
son “Tin Men" {s so successful. It's
ahn entertalning look at buman fol-

les. =

THE KEY to this engaging film is
Levinson's abillty, with a talented
cast, of course, to provoke laughter
at everyone's jdlosyncrasies. These
quirks of human behavior are pre-
sented by characters seriously in-
volved In elnberaw slillness, the kind
of stuff we all do at one time or an-
other. It makes us think aboat what
it means to be human. That, after
all, s what life and art are all about.

Falrly early In the “Tin Men,”
“BB” and Tilley stop bashing fend-
ers and get serlous about thelr feud.
“BB" romances Tilley's wife, Nora
{Barbara Hershey) — just to get
even, of course. Nora takes it serd-
ously and moves out on Tilley and in
on “BB." All three think they've won.
But have they?

“Tin Mcn” thea gets to the truly
gutsy stuff with which people tor-
ment and delight one another. It also
beglns to deal with everyone's need
to grow up and make the best of
their abilities and situations.

Dreylus, DeVito and Hershey are
ably supported by a collection of
characters from Broadway, Vegas
and other spols where Runyen afl-
clonndos might expect to find Dream
Street Rose, Nathan Detrolt and Lit-
tle Miss Marker hanging out. v

Comedian Jackie Gayle and Tony-

|

Danny DoVito [t one of the aluminum-siding salesimon in “Tin

Men,” set In the1980:

Award-winnlng Join Mahoney head
a talented ersembie of actors play-
ing atluminum-sidirg salesmen: Stan-
ley Brock, Bruno|Kirby, Seymour
Cassell, Richard Pytnow, Matt Cra-
ven, Alan Bl J.T. Walsh
and Michael Tucke:
While the names
millar, the faces
“Dlner," several W
including “Broadwiy Danny Rose,”
and many other fovies as -well.
Even if you don't
tors, you'll. apprechte thelr shiny
silk suits, their Cadllacs and, most
particularly, thjir excellent
characterizations.

may not be fa-

characters spendlng |
the track trylng w
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When they’'re not at the. track,
they're out fleecing honest citizens.

Hershey's diction Is not as broad
and farclcal as DeVito's or some of
the other Runyonesque types. She
dees manage enough careless
pmnunclauun to fit perfectly in this
cnsemble of marginal characters on
the make — but characters we Jove
because they ultlmately come to
grips with thelr own humanlty.

are funny fellows

Nm week thls column will in-
cludo my predictions for the Mon-
day, March 30, Academy Awards,
slncc T'm the worldo worst prognos-
ticator, give me a kand. -

Drop me a line, postmarked no

Iater than Saturday, March 28, and
let me know who's golng to take
bome the Oscars. Let's see who can
get the best percentage of vorrect
cholces,

You must guess in at least 10 of
the 22 categories and you must plck
Best Picture, Best Director, Best Ac-
tor and Best Actress. The other xix
(or more) award categorics are up to
you.

The prize? My treat, lunch for two
at Orchard Ridge Dining Room on

atle-brenker.

THE MOVIE INDUSTRY bas
been ridleg high at the box office the
last few years in splte of cable and
caasette competition. When business
rises, 0 does production, and Holly-
wood fikm starts during 1988 were
up zbout 40 percent aver 1985,

QOnce the excitment of Oscar night
settles, a lot of new flims will be
openiog. A good deal of them, how-
ever, are sequels of previously suc-
cessful features. Look for lots of
1II's, IV’s and even some V's, a2 in
“Pollce Academy IV, “Evil Dead
11,” “Boverly Hills Cop II" and "Re-
venge of the Nerds 11"

Thank your, lucky stars that the
numbers In “Project X,” “Cherry
2000" and “Jaws ‘87" do not repre-
sent how long they’ve been around,

Don't let these titles depress you.
In fact, be cheerful s0 many films

are slated to open over the next six’

months that there's something for
everyone's taste.

Enfoy, and don't forget to uend
yunr Oscar nominations. Mall th

to me in care of Observer and Ec-
centric, Entertainment Department,
P.0. Box 3508, Birmingham 48012,
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Executive chef

Helbz Menguser™ bas  jolned
Jacques in Biogham Farma as ex-
ecutive chef. The announcement
was made by Al Balooly, manager
of the restaurant, which offers
:mm.b scafood and continental cul-

e, .

Menguser has served as execu-
tive chef at several Petroit-area
restaurants, including the Bljou in
Southlleld,
Bloomfleld and the Money Troe In
Detroit, Meaguser, 42, is a nativo
o! Vlenna. Austria. His style of

g has been
Hold Eumpe In Vieana, the Expo
In Montreal and Trader Vic’s in
San Francisco.

s ’

Go to health

Banquetts de Veau in Squash s a
tasty veal dish, served {n an cdlble
squash, et Restaurant Duglass in
Southfelld. It's one of the maln
courses in a prix fix luncheon at
$10' that also includes a cholce of
appetizer. Pasta Duglass is one
fmm A dozen deliclous selections to

torte and sauce, at $3.50, a great
finish for the meal. Best of all, ev-
erything’s op the special “Go to
Health” menu, emphasizing food
ood for you, 23 well as en-

Mexican Fiesta
Mexiean culsine will be featured

on a special dinner at 7 pan. Mon-

day-Tuesday, March 30-31, at The

the Lark "i{n West "

Lark in West Bloomield, One
course 11 chicken roasted in bahana
leaf Yucatecan-style, with meldn,
papaya and plneapple. Another is
red mapper and glant shrimp with
garlic sauce; pot beans and mexi-

can rice, and toriiilas. The multi- |-

course dinner, from appetizer to
desert, 19 $57.50 per person. Live
Mexican musle and a treasure-
stuffed plnana will be part of the

quired.

Special dinners

Speelnl entrees are showcased
Mondays, Fridays and Sundays at
the Kingsley Inn fo Bloomficld
Hllis. Canadlan whitefish and Am-
ish home-grown, range-fed chicken
are beth avallable for Monday
dinners at $9.95 for adults, $6.95
for children. Whitefish, and prime
rib from the Kingsley butcher shap
are on the menu Friday evenings.
Sundsy Famlly Dinners- include
baked Amish chickens and sliced
roast beef served family style.

Foods festival

The ninth annual Fine Foods
Festlval, sponsored by the Michl-
gan Restaurant Assoclatlon, will
kick off the Hart Plaza elhnic festi-
val season in downtown' Detroit.
Twenty-tix area restauraants will
serve sample-sized portions of
thelr hvm specialties at the
““Taste of Detrolt” from noon to 11
p.am. Friday-Saturday, April 24-25,
n.nd noon to 10 p.m. Sunday, April

Faast on your choice of 8

Plnnpplo Bhrlmp,

oY,

P R e g T S T £ Q0o :
SGUTHFIELD " aavouer BIRMINGHAM
27777 Franklin Rd, FACILITIES 555 8, Woodward
Amorican Motors Bldg. AVAILABLE 555 Building
350-8450 642-9400

“SHRIMPLY
SPECTACULAR

Shzimply Dellclous at Rikkis and Panache) Large Gulf Shrimp
propared in the mos! spactacular mannes you've ever lasied.

Shrimp Tempura, Coconut Shrtmp, Kiwl Amaratto Shrimp,

accompaniment to your meal, just $4.85.
March 16lh mrough Apvll 15th at...

hrlmp Casino, Mandarln Shrimp,

snd morel All eniraes only $12.95

The hottest gathering place in the Northwestern
Suburbs. Music Videos ¢ Disc Jockey « Dancing «
Snacks « Hors d’oeuvres weekdays 5-7 pm
Open 4:30 pm weekdays,
6 pm Saturday.

The p
just begi

nn?flg at

£4

DRINKERY

In the Embassy Suites Hotel-Southfield
On Franklin and Beck, off Northwestern Hwy.
Adjacent to I-696 near Telegraph Rd.  350-2000

evening. Heservalons are ve-]. -




