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;Feeimgs mixed:

- By Joanne Maliszowaskl values,” sald

- staf writer baugh. it
' H 12 chlldtn — the maximum
number allowéldn a group home —

dent Herb Dlifen-

It was more of the same,

d day care opponents offered
the same complaints as they have
for the last few months In an effort
to prevent professional baby-sitting
in thelr nelghborhoods,

clght, 10, )12 kids v}n next tome."
Other opponen! ‘hsked the counctl
ordlnance as is

And propenents were' no less ar-  with all day carfhbtivity restricted
dcnt in sucung to their reasons for to & major road, original ordl-
the nance was great,{5ald resident John

Hills City Council allow m-nlly and Mueller.

He also sald the
would be accepta]
larger, group hory
to major or second;

Leading the proj nenis was Dar-
lene Feldman, whek group home on
Minglewood Lane @ the Glenbrook
subdivision, sparkqdcbate over the
clty's lack of an orjlnance address.
Ing In-home child dax care.

“WE HAVE hean) a lot of fears
and speculation asjfar as what's
going to happen,” F n said. The
“fears and speculatly are based on
whatif. . .," she aded.

Feldman  specifidily + addressed
the location of groughonies on ma-
jor or secondary rods, as required

y the propesed amindment. “The
bottom line is there is10 documenta-
tion these group hodes have infr-
lbx:,xod on the Integrit] of fhe nelgh-

group child day care homes in subdi-
visions,

In both cases, the clty council's
public hearing Monday could have
been a recorded version of an earlier

" publlc hearing before the Farming-
ton HUlls Planning Commission in
February.

Opponents spoke about what could

bappen If day care was allowed in
. thelr nelghborhoods. Devalued prop-
 erty, nolse, increased traffic and
: bottlenceks were the major com-
- plaints offered. Resldents also con-
. tinued to argue that it ls a business
: — mnot a soclal benefit or service —

that Infringes on the neighborhood's
* Integrity as a resldential area.
:  “Make no mistake about thls, Thls

Is a business,” sald resident Sam
. Rollck adding that increased traffic
: and noise wlll result from In-home
- day care. If day care — a profitable
. business — is allowed, it will open

1 the doer for other ncighborhood busi- ’l‘he cmld care advgat, d
+ nesses, he sald, w18’ Toca-
N . Llun of clemcnury h In the

“I AM concerned about property heart of many Farpln Hills

Continued from Page 1
adoption within the next fow weeks,

nelghborhoods. The schools, children
and m:companylng traffie s not con-
sldered disruptive, The traffic from
group homes, such as hers, would be
far less than With the elementary
schools, Feldmin said,

“Don’t throw, the baby out wlth the

wash water,” she added.

The city's only other licensed
group day care home operator,
Lynne Strachan, also spoke to the at-
tempts to prohiblt these homes from
nelghborhoods.

Strachan told the council of a
nelghbor who Is openlng a group
home, but who does not want a state
license because she doesn't want the
city to know what she Is dolng.

“By limiting group homes the way
you choose to do only penalizes those

' h g

|

. 6-1vote

about home day care

who are epcnung within tho lnw."
Strachan said.

Withodt group bomes, Strachan
continued, the number of famlly day
care home will douhle “bcuuu the
dcmnnd is there.”

'

Home day-care amendment mtroduced

If the introduced amendment be-
comes law, group home eperators
whose homes are on subdlvision
strects such as the one owned by
Darlene Feldman — who drew pub-
Lcity to the need for home day care
— would be cpcrating illegally.

Specliically, the amendment calls
for altowlng family day care for &
maximum six chlldren and the pro-
vider must be the occupant of the
home, licensed by the state and reg-
Istered with the city. Family d.
care homes would be limlted to op‘
erating from § a.m. to 10 p.m., must
be at least 500 feet from another and
cannot have signs advertising the
service.

Greater restrictions would be Im-
posed on group day care homes,
which have been considered the most
controversial because operators can
care for a maxlmum 12 children, ac-

Councllman Joe Alkateeh ques-
tioned the planning commission's ra-
tionale for requiring group homes on
major or secondary roads and sug-
gested Including them in subdivi-
alons. But he voted for the amend-
ment.

RESIDENTS ALSO appeared
confused by the councll’s expressed
concern for the city's two llcensed
group home operators — whose
homes are In subdivislons — and
then dld nothing about it.

Councllwoman Jan Dolan asked
that city staffjand attorney Paul Bi-
beau researgh condltions under
which the existing group homes can
remaln whereithey are in llgbt of the
zoning

|
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cording to state law,

THE PROPOSED amendment
would require all group day care
homes to be on major or secondary
roads not along subdivislon
streets, Group homes also must op-
erate under the same regulations re-
quired of family homes.

The council’s action upheld plan-
ning commissloners' earlier recom-
mended amendment with one excep-
tion — Board of Zoning Appeals
(ZBA) revlew for group home opera-
tors.

Most council members agreed that
they would prefer group home oper-
ators to be revlewed by planning
commissloners.

Councilwoman Joan Dudley re-
ferred to a letter to the counctl from
Dwain Whinnery, ZBA secretary,
which sald umt ZBA members have

continuously denled varhun:e re-
quests for home occupations when
an employee s necessary. Under
state law, group home operators are
required to have an employee.

Feldman, In fact, was denled o
varidnee by the ZBA earlier this
year to allow her to offer child care
forupto 12 children,

DUDLEV SUGGESTED deteting
the ZBA review requirement for
group homes. “Anybody who did so
{request a ZBA variance) is appar-
ently dead meat before they get a
vote. I don’t think that's fair.”

1t’s the clty council’s “duly to pro-
tect” proponents from ‘“belng
thrown In {ront of that board with no
hope of success,” Dudley sald.

Other councl] members agreed. T
don’t want the ZBA to have anything
to do with this,” Marks said.
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%% JOIN A TEMPLE NOW? X

With The High Holy Days Seven Months Away?

YES!

.Become a member and share with us as we
Celebrate the Purim Carnival Passover Sedar Lag
B’Omer picnic and much more.

TROY JEWISH CONGREGATION
A Reform Congregation With Traditional Values,
Sensitive to All Concerns.

We invite you to participate.

Call IRV WENGROW 643-8733

@ Your hometown voice @ Your hometown

[ Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

@]

It's quick It's easy.
And it's the law.
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TAILORED WOMAN

Clothing that reflects
the quality of your life- *
impeccably tailored.

Whether they're worn to a con-
ference or aconcert, aclient

meeting ora Iuncheon our “‘mid-
town classic sults are a versatile ad- .
dition to your wardrobe. These all-
new Spring and Summer weight !
suits are available in a variety of
styles, including double-bteasted, in
Dacron/ Wool blends, cotton blends
and all wool tropical welgms.,

Cricketeer Suits from $245
Sizes 4-18
Mon, - Sat.9 - 6 Th. & Fri. mnb m.
Alterations available In Lapham's
own custom tailoring s op.

120 E. Main
Northville



