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ET@ughen'
host ordinance

O WHAT if Farmington Hills has
an ordlnance dealgned to
discourage underage drinking at
house parties. We'll just move

Gur partles to a mearby motel or hotel _

room.
. Sound familiar?
Moleg partles — laced with aleobol
and drugs — from houses to hotel or
motel rooms is exactly what many
teenagers do, often with their parent:;

‘pers. -
, At least two umm a week, one inn-
keeper says, parenis rent rooms for
their teenagers to host unchuperoned
parties, At other times, young adults
reat rooms for tecnagers to party, And
the partying goes on until complaining
AR

practices typically admit they do so to
protect thelr expensive homes from the
antics of teenage party-goers.

SUCH SIDESTEPPING of the law
and abuse of rented rooms clearly justi-
fy a proposal by Farmington FAmiliu
in Action to toughen Farmington Hills’
host lability ordinance.

The ordinance imposes.fines or jall
terms on adults 17 or older who knew or
should have known that minors were
consuming alcohol or drugs at house

parties under their control — and who
failed to try tostop it. -
. The proposed amendment would ex-

tend the ordinance to ‘adults who host
pa.ruu in hotel or motel reoms or reat-

lt would help close a loophole in the

ng ordinance — adopted amid the
glare olh medla atle.ullm:, in May 1985

Hills’

‘We wani 'our young
. people to party drug-
freo. Woe want them to
mmembﬂmlay had a
good !lme.
- £ Betty Nicolay
.\l family actlvist

and drinking aren't Synonymous,

Says Nicolay: “We want our young
people to party drug-free. We want
z;m to remember they had a good

The host law prot;ubly hazn't reduced
the number of teenage drinkers — up-
wards of 75 percent of this drea's high
school students drink on weekends. But

it probably bas ced the number of
house parties, poll

The newest rage. — parenla renting
rooms for their'teddngers to
underscores the e @ to which un-

thinking parents will go to aveid a con-
frontation with drunken or drug-cmzed

SOCIAL FORCES, 'low self.
reve.uge or peer pr ‘aside, whether
young people are by the lure of
alcohol often hinges 3& thelr individual

Althong]
parents, it has been enforced seven
times — only twice against adults 21 or
older.

WITH SPRING break and high school
graduation in the wings, the timing {3
right to toughen the ordinance.

No stranger to controversy as one of
the host law’s strongest boosters, Com-
mittee for the Preventlon of Teenzge
Delinquency member Betty Nicolay

gays Farmington Families in Action
wnnis to spread the word that partying

Stil), parents who condone or Ignore
underage drinking, or who overindulge
at home or while driving, set an exam-
ple hardly worth emula

It's mom and dad who typlcauy hold
the key to real behaviorial change

among thelrkids.. 1.

Parent support groups and family
drug seminars are fine,

But sometimes a 0sed approach
— like prosecuting ts who ren!
rooms for their teenagers to party —
necessary to set the mgeﬁ

News items reflept

a diverse suburbia

THE NEWSPAPER you are reading
hunuollzommernn d Ecdentric
. newspapers. Twice a week, the papers
tell you what 1s happening
munity. But what about the events oc-
curring In communities served by the
other 11 papers?

Some very interesting stories ‘are
happening there. What's most interest-

in your com- *

What's most interqating Io
that any of theso stories
could have happened in
your community. , .

@HI/DKNW

SOME MIND-browsing on a su.nny
March day.
‘Thrill of thrills, Got to eat luneh with

" Gordie Howe recently as he visited

Farmington Hilis to promote a new piz-
za chain — Oliver's Plzza.

Nice to see the best Red Wing ever
involved with metro Detroit once again,
He plans on having a golf outlng come
spring for some benefit or other, Word
has it, that one of the O&E suburbs is
being eyed for the tourney.

Although never much of a aports fan,
1 always have had a speclal place in my
heart for hockey, And for me Gordle
Howe will always mean hockey. Some
other pretty hard-core journalists in at-
tendance at that lunch felt the umc
way that I did.

We just all sat around and grlnned
like a bunch of lttle kids, One guest
brought a brick from the old red barn,
Olympla, to be autographed. Jeez, I (or-

to chall

the pizzn kings

got mine and settled for an
pleture instead.

By the way, despite all the incredible
records he still holds in hockey, his big-
gest thrill was playing professional
hoekey ‘'with his two sons, Mark and

Anybody entering the pizza wars in
this town is going to need relnforce-
ments with the clout of a Gordie Howe.
The two newest entrepencurs are Bill
Eadle of West Bloomtield and Dominick
Oliver of Utica.

Attending the same high school in

..
Utica, the pair teamed up after nearly

‘Damn fool’ ideas get notice

ONE 1S FULL state funding of all
‘courts. The other is statewide collection
of school property taxes — either on in-
dustrial property worth more than $10
million, or on all property.

Both Ideas are based on the fallacious
notlon that Michigan has one statewlde

_ economy and one price index,

State government embarked on’ the
plan for full funding of courts prior to
the 1979-88 recession in the worst pos-

sible way — by beginning with Detmlt :

and Wayne County couris.

Since then, no other counties or com-
munitles have been added to the list.
Today we have a dual system of court

ents — one for Detroit/Wayne,

: op:gx;‘urthemtoﬂhem

THE mcmc.AN system has bccn
that the state pays about two-thirdsof a
judge's salary aod a “local control unit™
the rest. For circult and probate courts,
the local unit is the county. For district
courts, the local anit is one or more cit-
ies and townships, or the county. !

Thus, in 1986 circuit judges were paid
a3 low a3 $57,200; othets get the maxi-
mum $74,880. District court
range from $32,6566 to $71,692.

The Michigan Judges Associatlon and
retired Chief Justice G, Mennen Wil-
Jlams- say all fudges should get the

,salaries

two decad;

Tom Monaghan and Mike Illitch. Al-
ready with 10 stores open, they plan to

have 20 new stores opened this year in
metro Detrolt and auother §0 opened
outstate by 1988,

it Mate that

seems
1t's Gordle Howe who is taklng on both
the Red Wi.ng and Tiger owners at their
0Wn gam
Watch the elbows, Toriy and Mike.

IN 'I‘HE SMALL WORLD category,
it's interesting to see that Seaholm High

School is renting space lo a Japanese -

One gets the impression these folks
have been reading only law books the
last 211 years and haven't heard about
Adam Smith and “The Wealth of Na-
tlons.” Smith ed between
“real” income and monetary pricés.

And the judges haven’t been reading *.
the papers lately and apparently don't
know that Michigan is a whole series of,
local economies, .

IN THE AUTO insurance business,
it's like two different worlds — one In
metro Detroit, another outstate.

Read the classified ads for houses in
our suburban papers and then in the Sa-
gloaw News and Kalamazoo Gazette. .
There's at least a 25-percent difference
— more, when you reach the fron -
Mountain Daily Globe.

Feed a parking meter in

school. Sure hope some of the Birming-
ham kids get to meet the Japanese stu-,
dents. Always have fj we D
more cultural exchange, This genern-3
tion of students must learn how to com+
pete in a world market. Remember hova
not teo many years ago we laughed a
the label “Made in Japan?"

SPEAKING OF INTERNATIONALD
In last Monday's edition of the Livoanig:
Observer was an article abou M!ti
Maher who pulled up stakes and movi
permanently to the Emerald Isl
Ireland. The Franklin High and School
craft College alumnusilives in a tows
called Bray wlth wife June and mx&
Bren

Ewverybody’s got-a favome drea
‘spot. Mine’s Mizsion P up
Traverse Bay, Every year I speud
good deal of time just hanging out in u:Q
Traverse area: In recent years I'v@
found it's equally as beautiful in thd

winter as the summer — and !ew
people, too.
Tlll next week, think spring,
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* back that Detroit/Wayne money, thez

say, or give us ours,

‘The dual system — state payment ol
a basie salary supplemented by the lo3
" cal control unit ~ i3 ideally suited t
our economla

THE DAMN FQOL notion of statewide
collection of school property mxes ~4
paru:ulnxly on big industry — has beey

and one around the Renalssance Center,

Price levels differ oomldmhly be- -
tween local economies.

Judges' titles are equal, but the jobs
aren’t. Judges In Menominee and Kal-
kaska counties don't handle the kinds of
product Liability cases that Wnynn and
Qakland judges fleld. -

Well, the-state Leglslatm and Gov, ,
James B haven't yet got
around to finding the bucks to pay for
all courts, Meanwhblle, the outstate na-
tives are geiting restless: Either take

around levera]decad
ted It to get 4

F.
32: g%x% city slickers' tax base withd
up logal political control. 3

"t hy 1t %
thizd standards, It wo
politically udfdir, Sbme dities and cound

tiea have made enormous efforts to red
cruit and serve Industry, not only fob
the jobs bat for the schoo) tax basé
those indnstries would ;gwlde.

State government needs to pl
more money into education, but
isn't tho way, Read Adnm Smith.
the pnpm e




