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Florence Lacoy has
become familiar with .
the life and character : ,
of Evita Peron, from iyt Barbara
playing the o ’ h
charismatic First Lady Miichals -
of Argenting In many ‘ . ’ S :
, productions and from E t d ¥
Feading books sbout vita' deserves :
;E_ Evita’s rise from .
¢ poverly to politics as y pt tt t
b the wife of Juan Peron. O u r ra a e n I On
e . Thioio "acey’ ‘0 third Performances of !he Birming- OFTEN DESCRIBED as a woman'
vigit to the ham Theatre production of zhe who uduced nn entire mtlon. En
matropolitan arca in gmnxdmlﬁ?um For ticki t ru in lIn he: Searsaint
unday, ot ticke! 01— to
the musical “Evita.” manovlll call the box office a‘t 644 whlluv g&e:a“vgd El‘;k:s :uyal and
Previously, she 3533, socked b:;;ny publlr: fundsin prlv-u
appeared in two - Swriss bank accounts.
, Having slept b to the top,
i touring companies that by artira Michale she e Beves smserstood why 6 spper
bt played Detroit’s spocial witer v n}ect:d :: bl:dor f:hme: bn:
. - x understand
. HMasonic Temple. The Featiring Webber and Rico's mast  when she was 5o neas the peak of her,
T shaw runs th, mclodious, & u_ﬂp,h;'Evl- pouum ambition. oot
. Sunday, April 12, at the " 8t ho Blrmingham Theatre re- ~ As Che, the rebelllous volos of rea
(ns & dynamic musical well worth
Birmingham Theatre. f:"?u:t'viuyrzr nchmt vl:wln;olu :::'vugt;‘l;md eqmumy ?@rﬁmng
r STEPHEN CANTRELL/ n serlous show, far different from Is doing some engaging clownling of
staff pt other hits. . denouncing the Perons with flery
-~ bl yita" the rise and rheto

: ‘Bvita’s’ star

Florence Lacey plays stellar role

EETING FLORENCE La-
cey for the first time,

vulnerable girl trying to compete in

the play, Philip Hernandez as
Che Guevera, the narrator, Is the
volce with a touch of irony that tells

lnll Evg Peron, wifo of Argentina
dictatpr Juan Peron, from an Lmpoy-

erished teenager to the most power-
{ful womad n Latin American histo-
ry. The play’s dramatic strength is
that it manages to. humanlze Eva

ric. .
“She didi’t say much, but she said
l( lo\rd " sings Cbe, : up Eva

2 consummate actress merging

wIUu and show buﬂm {and long.

bln)n Fuch a merger was fashion-
able .

Peroff without ever or
even whitewashing her.

Fldrence Lacey in the title role
and 'Phillp Hernandez as Che; the
caugfic narrator, dellver strong, pas-
slonate ' performances. They are

While Lacey’s volce is not as
operatic as that bf 'earller Evitas,

Peron ‘and
copitalizes on Eva's Ippu! to the
poor. “She Is a diamond in thelr doll,
gray lives," be sings, and her glamor
“takes us away from the Iqlu\lvr of
the real world.”

bacKed by a polished company undcr
N gl{zﬁm::r'mm' soclety. Shelllell :gc was the only 002 he direction of John H, Lowo I and JOHN LESLIE Wolfe 14 a smooth,
‘She was hard because she was a Spealing out for the poor.” choreographer Keaneth W, Urmston.  sell: cron. I e rhyth

“for. You," Juan"and Eva'seize upon

the potentinl use’ mch can ‘maks of

mgf B e g‘;: this man’s society. She felt she was the oppasila slde of the ;w;ywm e M a3 great emotional range‘and  fheotber, KGN
A credibillty to
Hotice there's not much resemblance  the only one speaking out for the pro 0 on, whith s iy mikes  PhE HEh degreo ol csdblly o e °n§mﬂf%;'$‘uﬁﬁﬁ

to the d; o character she plays y

onstage — Evita Peron, Perhaps the poor.

aaly thing they mm common {8 . \
Lanisum-blonde batr... . . ~ . N

this such "an interesting play,
whether you want to be ncduccd by
her. Was she good or evil?”

. Fiorence Lacey . (-' - ‘Although always bappy 6 answer

cey
Evita on Broadway and in three na-
tlonal companles of the international
musical hit. She went from red halr
— which she tucked under a blonde
wig in the sccond act during an earli-
er tour visiting Detroit — to her
present, flowing blonde tresses,

“] got tired of wearing the second-
act wig,” she said. She went blonde
and “my agent llked it, and my hus-

selves, We had champagne parties in
my dressing room for three months.
ldan't think we mlssed a night.”

Lacey Is relaxed and earnest, In-
stead of being tired of talking about
Argentina's f{amous, controversial
First Lady, who was the wife of dlc-
tator Juan Peron, shu 's full of infor-
mation regarding Evi

‘The Broadway nmslul star has

about Evita, Lacey doesn't

Lacey docs & remarkable job of vlsl-
bly shrinkin,

- ‘Pleass furn to Page 8,/

eha sald. “We were very full of our-

ple,” Buenos Alnﬁ. where she met
Peron and rose with him to dominate
the country.

ASKED WHAT she thought of
Faye Dupaway’s interpretation of
Evita (as a cruct and vengeful lead-
er) in the 1981 television movie “Ev-
Ita Peron,” she healtated before rep-
lying, "I think that was pretty one-
dlmenslonal, I don't think this was a

remember all the detalls about the
actress-mistress turned Flrst Lady,
*I just remember the emotions of
her a lot," she sald.

AMONG THE details she does re-
member is that Evita, who broad-
cast over the radlo, began speaking
about Peron before they ever met.
“One account said he used to listen
to these radlo reports and ery.”

band liked it." read seven hlographles about Evita, one-dimensional woman” Peron lost his flrat wife to cancer,
Lacey Is married to Timotby Stel-  seen two documentaries and carries “I think she was a woman aheadof  then Evita developed leukemla, Af-
In, whorn she met on tour when they Evita's autoblography on the road her time,” ter her death, Peron gave her jewel-

Airst did the show In Detrolt. That's
‘one reason she bas fond memories of
the city where “Evita" played the
anlc Temple twice, in 1982 and

with her, constantly rercading it.
Lacey is strongly sympathetic to
the character of Evita. She tries on-
stage to let the naivete and vulnera.
bility show, along with the powerful
: drive that propelied Evita from the
: “WE GOT wonderful reviews,” slums of Argentina to the “Big Ap-

But ghe doesn't belleve her por-
trait of Evita overemphasizes good
qualitles.

“You see a great deal of her hard
and cold, calculating edge. She was
hard because she was a

ty to young girls.

“Her body was perfectly pi
served. The pew president hxd lt
shipped out of the country and by
ied. After he was assassinated, (ha

girl trylng to compete in this man's

Please turn to Pago 8

“i'd Be Surprisingly Good for You" Evita (Florence Lacey) and
ryaron (Jg'l:n Leslie Wolfe) sing when they first meet at & chari-
concet

Lary Barris

Hi Fenbcm Trio
m John Allan Gri

wrtynn Cheney

RlckCuopw/
Vince Humphre
Live Entertainment

‘w/Rick Cooper
or

Scolt Widde
5-8 nightly

ARTS & Gl_lil"l'ﬁ
ABOUED I’GRLB

10 A.M.to 4 P.M.

SOKOL CULTURAL CENTER
23600 W. Warren (Just East of Telegraph) Dearborn Hts,, M1 48127
A UNIQUE WORLD TOUR AND INTERNA‘I’IONAL SHOPPING SPREE
FEATURING HANDMADE ARTS A
COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD AND EARLY AMERICANA

ADMISSION $1.00
(Chigroatnoer 16eme)  5B1-B516  rrancilam AR AUKILARY

Dining &
Entertainment

Pearl’s %\g
Garden

The exciting Champagne Brunch at the Bistro M is a
feast for the eyes and palate.

JAPANESE
STEAK HOUSE

serving the finest in FREE e, il s pasnes galore nd (ne Champgne
: . Chinese & American Cuisine BIRTHDAY flows.
Luncheon5° Dinners « Carry Out Orders DINNER Every Sunday from 11 am to 3 pm. $14.95 for adults,

seniors Just $11.95 and $6.95 for children under 11. All

Szechuan and Mandarin prices plus tax and gratuity,

Open 7 days a Week
‘Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PMe Friday 11 AM-11PM

Sat. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM
K
o,

Bring your birthday party of 4 or moro to KYOTO durlng Ihs monlh ci
March and’ we'll buy the honored guost & comb

Hibachl Steak and Chicken dinner,
and slzzled right bafore your eyes,

m-mmum:nmmsmm nta. ourmmaonmcmmm
od 9 dinner per of 4 o mors. 1ip & alcohotic
mn.a,wmuumbmvm( 'l'éon'g‘.mnmmxox
Dearbomn « At Fairlane Town Centere Noo

Troy « West 8lg Boaver Road »
Ren Cen ¢+ Ad|acent to tha, Weslln Hatel= m-m

A\

liced and (ﬂmd Call 5596500 for reservations

469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

a;\ 644-2913

Michigan inn, 16400 1.L. Hudson Drive. Southfield. Michigan,
313/559-6500




