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"“The mission of the
-achool is the same. Our
philosophy is not just
fo teach for tests —
they need to know how
to deal with the world.’
— Slister Regina Doelker
Mercy principal

area.

By Casey Hans
staff writer

EARNING EACH atudent's
vame at Mercy High
Schoa! Is one of Sister Re-

Doelker’s goals.

With nine months on the job,
she's half way there,

The new principal has taken the
belm during a key time for the 980-
student private” girls school in
Farmington Hills,

A five-year master plan is taking
shape, and the school is preparing

Mercy principal Reglna Doelker, In the school's quiet study

for the technology of the future as

is high on

the next century approaches. o oty Hona
a tatf
She believes the ol wrler
taught at the Sisters-of-Mercy- ICHAEL DUFF wanted
owned high school will help to (n::hnllunxc. *
gradunte a group of truc leadern. The man who consid-
These leadership expectations are ers 1f a “teacher

part of the tradltlon of whick the
school boasts, including father/
daughter dances and white formals
and red roses for graduation.

PROGRESSION IS apparent In
the expanding curriculum and cx-
tracurricular activities that furth-
ers not only educational, but per-
sonal growth a3 well, she said, Stu-
dents can select from up to 129
courses and 80 activitles,

The progressive things and good
student attitudes have made Doelk-
er's job an easler one during the
past 3ix months.

“It Is what I thought it was —
and more, It is more than I would
have expected.”

Doclker

above cverything else” found it at
Glli Elementary in Farmington
Hills: a schoo! filled with a lively
bunch, an active parents group and
a very speclol seat to fill,

‘The new principal at Gill began
hls job in February, moving from
the Willow Run school district,
where he served as elementary
princlpal since 1870, He is the flrst
elementary principal to be hired
from outslde of the Farmington
school district aince 1964, He re-
placed Nick Abld who died follow-
Ing an {llness in 1986,

“A support base develops over
the years,” Duff sald. *I recognize I
have some big shoes to fill. My

2 principals take time to t
Her commitment--to
develop true leaders

ik shop

is agenda

‘Morq things can happen at the
building level. | have an overall
commitment to making the school an
overall educational environment.’

— Michael Dutf
Gl principal

]

[
stylels pmk’lbly very slmilar to his
— I believaln community involve-
ment”

Dutf's: mumtunity lavolves not
only the peapte lving around the
school, bub'staff and students that
keep the ichool functioning daliy,
Although 3 district is run with a top
level of 'administration, Duff be-
}icwl: mueh can be done ot a lower

evel. V'

“MORE THINGS can happen at
the bullding level,” Duff sald, “I
have an overall commitment to
making the school an overall edn-
catlonal environment.”

This philosophy was explalned
further in a February letter sent to
parents from Dulf, Introducing

Ploasa turn to Page 4

Truly a Mercy ad:
graduated from what was known
as Our Lady of Mercy High School
in Detrolt in 1958. As a Sster of
Mercy nun, she taught mathemat-
les at the school for 10 years begln-
ning In 1964, returning recently as
the school's new leader.

She brings admlnistrative expe-
rience from time served as co-dl-
rector of the vecations office in the
Saginaw Dlocese of the Roman
Catholie Church.

DOELKER GAINED addltional
teaching experlence at both senlor
and junior high levels. She has also
served on boards of health, voca-
tienal and cducational Institutions
and for conferences.

Sister Nancy Thompson, who
was principal for the previous
clght years, took a position within
the Sisters of Mercy organizatlon,
leaving the door open for Doelker,
who stepped In last July,

Although a Cathollc school, It

Please turn to Page 4

Gill principal Michael Duft, In Glnny'zlebber’l kindergarten class. T N

‘photos by RANDY BORGT/staf! photographer

Adst Shalom Synagogue in Farmington Hills
held a Purim costume contest Sunday.

A

Shown with a friendly mime are winners Tony

Purim

BOD SKLAR/statf photographor

Pinter {left), 4, of Weat Bloomfield, and Alli-
aon Young, 7, of Farmington Hills.

Feast recounts Jewish victory

‘The Jewlsh festlval of Purim was
celebrated from sundown Saturday
to sundown Sunday. |

1t recalls the plot of Haman to ex-
{erminate the Jews of Persia, It
fommemorates the day when,
through the intervention of Mordecal
nd Queen Esther, the Jews narrow-
)y cscaped the fate planned by
Haman. .
} Together, with the gay abandon of
Jts cclebratlons, Purim Is also a day
g spiritual comfort. It's a reminder

at tyrants perish and that evil can
gain anly a temporary victory in the
btruggle for freedom, according to
the Jewlsh Communlty Councll,

1 Described in the Biblleal Book of

Esther s a plot by Haman the Agag-
ite to destroy the Jews of Persia dur-
ing the reign of King Ahasuerus, 485
485 BCE (Before the Common Era),

Thank{ul to God for their deliver-
ance from destruction, the Jewish
people established the {east of Pur-
Im. The word Purim is derived from
the word “Pur” — lots that, when
Haman plotted to destroy the Jews
— be had cast to determine the
month In which their destruction
would oceur.

JEWS GATHER in the synagogue
on the eve of Purim and listen to the
events portrayed In the Book of
Esther, which is read from a speclal

seroll called & meglllah. Whenever
Haman's name is méntioned, the
children make a loud nolse with
graggers (nolsemnakers) to express
their condemnatlon of the villaln, Af-
ter the reading, sweets are passed
around, Speciatly baked for the holl-
day are threecorncred ples known
25 Ramantashen.

Traditionally, gifts of food known
as shelakhmones are sent to friends
on Purim. Charitable contributions
are made to the poor,

Purim s a time for masquerade
parties and carnlvals held by many
area synagogues on the Sunday clos-
est to the hollday,
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FYT° helps you J?M clothes yow’ll love to wear.

Wardrobe
Shopping
Service

Our FYI® consultants
take the time and
effort out of looking
good. But frst, they
take the time to
know you—your
taste In clothing,
your Job, your alter-

3 work Interests,

& Thoy'llwork with
your present ward-
robe of start from
scrateh, With your
Input, they'll pull
together a wardrobe
& from our store’s targe
collection of caresr
and casual clothing.

M \What doas FYI®
<ost? An hour or so
M of your timo, for the
first consultation,
But no maney. Nor is
thore any obligation
tobuy.

| Forthe FYi®ottice
M nearost you, call toll-
J fra0 1 800 233-2000.




