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By Arlens Funke
speclal wrlter

R, JIAN Chen of Westland
has a collection of carv.
ings so Uny they must be

viewed with a magnify-
Ing glass.

Chen, 46, a natlve of Shanghal, a
major clty in China, possesses
pleces of lvory scarcely larger
than a graln of rice. These pleces
are inscribed with Chinese poems,
proverbs and Blble verses.

“The carvings are (done by) my
brother in Shangha),”* Chen sald.
““This is called micro-sculpture,”

His artlst-brother {3 45-year-old
Fuh Chen, employed as an engl-
neer at an automotive company in
Shanghal,

“IT IS A HOBBY,” Chen said.
“He is sclf-taught. As a boy he
llked to carve on a stone."

The pleces are unusual because
they are “tiny, but abundant in
content,” according to Chen,

The technique calls for pro-
longed concentratlon, followed by
a very rapid carving with a tiny
surgical scalpel.

Dr, Jlan Chen was a physiclan
and surgeon In China. He came to
the United states in 1982, and for
the past five years has been em-
ployed as a research assoclate in
the surgleal department at West-
land Medlcal Center. Chen has
passed the necessary tests and
hopes to be certlfled soen to prace
tice medlclne here.

Hl, wife, a surglcal oncologist
{cancer speclallst) remains in Chl-
na, but Chen hopes she will be able
to join him in the United States.
Thelr 24-year-old son also Is In
China.

mental image to the flngers,” ex-
plalned Chen. “He remains stilt
and calm for a long perlod, untl}
he feels the pulsation of his own
fingers.”

During this period of intense
concentration, the artlst “puts a
pleture in hls mind,” Chen ex-
plained. Then = using a dellcate,
miero-surgical scalpel — he quick-
ly carves the Chlnese characters
onto the very small pleces of ivo-

Ty,

“Once he ls ready — once he
does It — he can't stop,” Chen add-
ed. “He has to finlsh immediately,
in one to five minutes. If he stops,
he can't continue on the same
piece of ivory.” Later, the charac-
ters are fllled in with black ink,
and the artlst signs his piece in red
nk

Chen's brother prefers ivory,
which is easy to preserve and
doesn't crack easlly. The poems
and proverbs express universal
themes such as love, ‘tranqullity,
loyalty and frlendship.

One carving is a tiny crucifix.
Another contains a 103-word poem
carved on an ivory chip roughly
the size of two rice grains.

CHEN HAS AROUND 30 of his
brother’s 100-plece set of carvings.
He has mounted them on earrings,
gold charms and laboratory slides,
They must be viewed with the as-
slstance of a strong mognlfying
glass,

According to Chen, only a hand-
ful of people in China — which has
@ populatlon of one billion —~ are
skilled In the art of mlero-sculp-
ture,

Marshall Wu, curator of Orlen-
tal art at the Unlversity of Michl-
gan's Museum of Art, agrees that

According to Chen, mi 1p-
ture is an art form that was popu-
lar around 600 A.D. during the
Tang Dynasty, and contlnued to
the Sung Dynasty (§60-1280 A.D.)

“IT REQUIRES managing {the)
breathing, while transferring the

- China.

micro

because it lsn't 2n easy job to do "
“You are born with a certaln

eye o you can do that small carv-

ing,” sald Wu, who was born in

“You do need to concen-

trate,”

In Wu's opinlen, earvings in gen-

surgical scalpel.

The micro-sculpture technique calls
for prolonged concentration, followed
by very rapid carving with a tiny

Ancient Chinese art finds new home

’lr requlres managing (the)
breathing, while transferring the
mental image to the fingers.

— Dr. Jian Chen
brother of micro-scuiptor

BTEVE FECKT/'IIN photogrepher

Dr. Chen Ines the mi Ipture of a crucliix his brother made. It is bellevad to the smallost In the world.

eral can be enjoyed for thelr beau-
ty and intrlcate detailing. Howev-
er, they are “not extremely valu-
able” nor are they a serious
enough art form to be exhiblted in
amuseum.

“Carving Is considered very
close to pop art,” Wu sald,

Chen's pleces are not for sale.
He has prepared a sllde presenta-
tion of his brother’s carvings, and
he attends meetings of the Livonia
Carving Club and the Metropollitan
Carving Club, Chen hopes to bring
his brother to the United States to
show moare pleces of his work.

“THIS (CARVING) makes me
closer to my culture,” Chen said.
“1 represent my brother It a carv-
Ing show. That is the way I have to
show this art to Amerlca. The (lo-
cal) carvers had never scen those
tiny things, They are used to work-
Ing with Jarge pieces.”

Chen recently has been spending
time with hls ather brother, Ding
Chen, 44, who has been visiting
from China. DIng Chen, an ortho-
pedic surgeon, wlll soon be taking
part in a yearlong research fellow-
ship at Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston.
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‘yars old on targe lot. 3 bedoom:
8% Noor laundry, Nreplace and 2 car atisched garage, Move-in
condlilon, Immediate occupancy. $68,000. 477-1111

special 4 bed:

ranch, Firoplace in great room, dining area, now kilcheo, 1 full
plus 2 half baths, 2 car atlached Qerage. $110,900. 477-1111
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BAY 00Q0-BUY TO l\ENﬂ'lle DeAroom ranch noocs
Cioss to shopping and medical, Fenced.
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MOVE RIGHT IN. Sharp 3 bodroom, 1% tri-leval. Vaullod coling
1n living room. Brand new carpaling throughout. 2 car garage.
Farmingion Hills location. $74,500, BS1-1900 (MAL)

#4OVE RIGHT IN This ImmacuIate 1arge Iri-lovel wilh $pacious
48-6430

m home, Nsarly 2 acres of bsaullful property, rooma end ciosel space, $129,800. 343-
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WON'T LAST LONG! Coxy In alze, 3 bedroom brick ranch. Large
wood deck In back, fanced yar Ushed batement. Very cloan
andln Belalrs Sub. $72,540, 681-5700
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a0 4263 Fortuan 34750

172 Avery 5. $84.500

23821 Scota, $42500

REDFORD
2778 Donaid, $83.900

58230
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CUSTOM BUILT HOME. 3 bedroom brick ranch, 2 full bathy,
axsumabla mortgage with lender IDNWII. 2% attached garape,
marble siils, much mor, $77,000. 550.

2610100

GN WOODED COMMONS. hveatly kept 4 bodroom
Farmingion Hos ars. Coonrai

Rorth
fioor landry, Quick ocoupancy. Move-n

GWEDIBH KITCHEN. A mooem
teetures n e 4 becroom coloia

area. Cantral ok, 2% beths, and
mmlm Wa,l"-ul!

boamom
oeoﬂlcpond Neutral decor In this nowor bul
garage and wik-out Jower level. $279,000. 8311000 mun)

GREAT S8TAATER HOME. FM bedrooms, 1
dining room, basement, Sestrable arsa. Unique Clm de M\ul
nos. $39,900, 550-2300

SHARP RANCH, MUST SEEI Lovely thrwe Dedroom ranch, new-
@ nautral docor In 1088, quality Throughout, one and one halt
baths, famlly room with firepiace, jennalze range, newer furmace.
$65,000. CALL 644-4700

e
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SETON % ACREB Custom bullt Cmromll ranch, 3 bedrooms,
1amilty room, fireplace MM Qrate and Frankin stove. Ornlﬂle
nlld.'h spoecial windows, clroutar drive. $01,600.

CUSTOM !:ouN'mv :sw\m am 10 Town, 3 bedroom Guad

with warm & comfortable decor. Screensd In summer
porch, gunite pool, ubwmlhbllnlunyrm Much, much
more. $185,000, 348-8430

FANMINGTON HILLS 851-1900 LIVONIA 2610700 PLYMOUTH/CANTON 455.7000 . NORTHVILLE 345-6430 - &
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