Pebbile likes the job

Star pupil takes to machine tools
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Lpll in a state job pro-

the real world of an

{ Spearidad Automated Sys-
Nowi, ting to a worker

who came on board last year.

- %pp are golng real well,” says

g"a tar pupll,. Pebble Van Conant,

|2

apprentice machine too) maker.

T I.lkilhe work."

cLh \ ,
I WHEN THE fnédia lost' Jooked at
Pobblfy in August of 1888, she was
cked'as, the top student iy a state
IOBi program run by Oaklond
Lommilnlty College at the \Auburn
Hllls Cgmpus, U
= Joc {Forbes, the governor's ‘top
wide fohjob training, came aroknd to
give hcr‘ an award, Her looks got her
2 lot of atiention in a male-domlnat-
d ficldi— which she enjoyed. And
that name — Pebble — gets atten-
tlan, tooy, , N
“I, ,wnls named for a friend of my
molhér Hnd father, I'm older than
the” ‘Flintstones’ character. It’s ‘a
;lnlquc name,” she explalns patient-

y.

She's the only woman in produc-
ton at Spearhead, whose staff of 85
bullds special machlnes for mostly
automotlve companles, sald VP
Howe. The company tells her they'd
ke to hirc another woman.

“That's OK, as long as she’s fat
and ugly," responds Pebble.

BESIDES WORKING 568 hours a
weck and ralsing two children in her
Waterford home, Van Conant takes
0CC's machine tool apprentice pro-
gram, And gets straight A’s.

“This I'm taking only one
class. I took two in fall, and I'l) take
one In spring,” she sald. “Then 'l

* take the summer of?.

“I took plaln trig and shop draw-
ing I In fall," ahe said, admltting a
little “math anxiety” in trig when
she *“choked” on & mid-term.

“I graduated from high school in
1970 and went back after 18 years. 1
was just an average student in high
school, I dida't excel. I did well in
the classes (I liked and sluffed
through the ones I didn't like,

“The M-IOB program was llke
high school (in course content), but I
ltked it more than high school. The
atmosphere was more casual, and It
wasn't as structured. We could
smoke or chew gum.”

SHE HAD worked as a palnter's
helper In a silk-screen sign company
when she was lald of( Inst year and
got Into the M-JOB program. She
thought she might Mke to go into hor-
Hculture, but she tested so well in
math that administrators suggested
machlne tool work,

“I was making as much as I was
golng to make there (In silk screen
work), the top of the scale, But I
would still be laid off,

“Now I'm at the bottom of the
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Men, if yod're about to turn 18, It's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.
And it’s the law.
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scale — but the potentlal is there,”
she sald. “Right now we're bullding a
dle-clectric machine. We're bullding
panels for a machine thal's already
in a plant. It embosses stitching into
the vinyl {n a door panel
pretty interesting, It's the
first one we've had in our shop. We
build presses. I run a Bridgeport and
drill press.
“Everyone hes been extremely
lrlcndlg. Now I feel lke I fit in,” she
sald, adding that she has a boyfriend
outslde work.

HER CHILDREN are a glrl, 14,
and a boy, 10, Between work and col-
lege, she doesn’t have as much time
for them as she would like,

“But they're pretty good kids
Van Conant adds. “My daughter
watches the boy and helps around
the house,

“They clean thelr bedrooms and
make their own beds before going to

Thuraday, March 1911887 O&E

Pobble Van Conant, on the
job with a Plerce fixture ma-
chine used for minivan door
panels. )

schoal. They aplit the dishes duty —
she does jt one week, he does it the

next.
“I couldn’t do it without them.”
’
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Saturday, March 21 - 10:30 a.m. Sharp
Our First Blg Sale of the Year '

Sterling Schwinn Cyclery
2169 Matro Parkway {18 Mile Rd.)
One BIk. East of Dequindre
. Sterling Hots., Ml» 879-7570
*tnzpoction of Goods: Friday, March 20{ 10 a.m.-8 p.
*Buyer Raglatration: Bmurdng. March 21(9 g.m.-10;
*Partial List: Schwinn, Ralsigh, 6 | Bicyclos, Hutch Mongooso,
. Kuwahara, Haro, Exerclsa Equipment, Name Brand

lanc|

(ccesacries, and much more.
|l -Pormu: Cash, Chock with propor 1.0, MasterCard or Visa
*Romoval of Goods: At Concluelon of Auclion or on Sunday,
March m.~5 p.m.)

FOR FLYER, PHONE 979-7570
GARY BERRY AUCTIONEERS
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njhhsmng Special - Low, Low Prices
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Sound old fashicned? Maybe so
helping you solve your decoratii
think your ideas should have the
personal attention folks expect
old days.

an

. but that's the way we feel about

problems. Here at our Gallery, we
ame kind of warm professional and
d from their family doctor in the good

We're ready to see the problan through your eyes, right in your
own home, whether you're loodng for a single chair, new draperies
or a decorating plan for an entii¢ room or home. If you're uncertain
about your choice of a lamp, an irea rug, a picture or any other
decorative accessory, we'll beglad to make a ""house call'' . . . happy
to come to your home by appoitment. We'll not only bring along
some ideas . . . we'll bring somsjthings with us in our “buggy'’ so you
see how they look right there i1 &our home,

Most old fashioned of all . . . eir "*house calls'’ are complimentary.
Just ask one of our design expe]ts for the story.

Remember, onty Ethan Allen Gallerles scll Ethan Alla (Iome Furnlshings

etown Manor

len Gallery

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 1-5:00 P,M, « Rog. Hovg MON., THURS., FAL, 10-9; TUES., WED., SAT. 10-5:30

LIVONIA UTICA
15700 MIDDLEBELT 50170 VAN DYKE
(batween 5 4 8 hille) (between 27 & 23 Mils)
281-71%0 254-5260
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