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DBan Greonberg’s plcks Include Paul Newman (“The Color of
Monay") for Best Actor, Marloo Matlin (“Chlildren of a Lessor

Picking Wnners

TS TIME TO GET out your
best lounging robe — Oscar
night Is one week from tonlght
~ and settle In for a long eve-

ning watching Hollwood's glitz,
ghmmu' and touching seotimentall-

ty.

A lot of crass materiallsm is nec-
essary in the film Industry because
movies cost 50 much to produce. Al-
though it’s always easy to rag on the
motion-picture business, we should
thank Hollywood for its many endur-
Iing imzges of Ilfe, love and beauty
and for its many hours of entertaln-
ment. So joln the industry’s anounl
celebration next Monday night

Movles present images of horror
43 well as the more Joyous oncs.
Sometimes those dreadful visions
are distllled from the fantasies of
the mind, sometimes from the mal-
ice of the world. While violence is
unpleasant, there are times when It
is necessary to come to grips with
the terrors that {(l our world,

“Platoon” is one such film and, for
good reason, has been nominated for
cight mafor Oscars, The carly line
bas it that “Platoon” will aweep all
eight becsuse academy members
tend to vote a stralght ticket, but
there's s0 much good competition
that I'm ouly awarding five of those
eight to "Platoon.”

' WHY HAS A FILM about our Vlet-
pam tragedy garnered 80 much criti-
cal acclalm, box-office success, me-
dln attention and popular interest?
Agaln, the conventional wisdom has
it that Amerlca was ready to come
to grips with the .Vietnam experi-
ence, and “Platoon” does 50 in no un-

terms.

1t is not a pleasant evenlng’s en-
fertainment, but It {3 an excellent
example of the very best of motion-
pleture crafta blended into an Im-
portant artistic statement about the
world in which we lve,

Ollver Stone wrote “Platoon” n
1976, baslng it on his own combat ex-
periences. He peddled §t around Ho-
lywood for years befare finally get-
ting {t produced. Why has Victnam
finally found a

God") for Beat Actross and “Platoon” for Best Pictura, as well
as Bost Original Screenplay, Best 8ound and Bast Editing.

"4 Dan

" the movies

. Greenberg

sn’t easy

Forelgn Film, as well gs the Docu-
mentary and Short categories, I ha.
ven't screened enough of those en-
tries to make mistakes.

‘Well, thero you have it. My neck is
out on the chopping block, Everyone
does better than I do, 50 enter our
“Oscar Contests.” Plck the top alx

My contest is tougher,
and my prize is much
less — you have to
pick 10 winners, four of
which must be Best
Picture, Best Director,
Best Actor and Best
Actress.

Coppola’s “Gardens of Stone,” Lione)
's “Hanot Hilten"” and Jim

mburger HIL"

“Platoon,” the last of

As with
these is a semi-autobiographical ef-
fort by a Hollywood screenwrlter/
Vietnam veteran.

FOR BEING THERE flrst — and
more importantly, for doing such a
good Job — Stone’s “Platoon” is my
pick for Best Plcture, Best Origlnal

play, Best Sound and Best

Editlng.

“Platoon” also recelved two noml-
natlens in one calcgory, Best Sup-
porting Actor. Tom Berenger’s ser-
geant wins because of the film’s mo-
mentumn and the strength of his
portrayal, which sums up the evil of

‘our Vletnamese tragedy.

Best Director to Woody Allen for
“Hannab and Her Sisters,” for a cou-
ple of reasons. That may just be a
sentimental cholce, but I do think
that “Hannah" is one of Allen’s best.
In the academy’s mind, a3 well,
mayhe the thought was that this Is
one of Allen's most commercially
success{ul ventures.

Best Actor goes to Paul Newman
for “The Color of Money.”" Best Ac-
tress to Marlee Matlin for “Children

The time for “Rambo's” fantasies
has passed, and we're ready to face
the realities of that war.

Stone had the good fortune to be
first, as everyone lines up to produce
and distribute realistic views of
Vietnom, In coming months, your lo-
cal screens will feature Stanley Ku-
brick’s “Full Metal Jacket,” Francis

TWO BIG DAYS OF FUN
MAR, 28 Satorday $ pam.- 12 .
MAR. 29. Sunday 2 pan.-10 p.m.

* Blackjack
* Craps
* Roulette - .
NEW LOCATION
WARREN VALLEY
Co! UB

X CL
26116 W. Warren
Just West of Beech Daly
I-‘EEE ADMISSION » CASH BA.R
FOOD AVAILABLE
CALL 535-7272
Spoesored by 5. Chrktine's Parkh Corach

of a Lesser God"” because it was the
best of the flve performances nomi-
nated.

For the same reason, Best Sup-
portlng Actress to Maggle Smith in
“A Room with a View,” a film that
also will receive Best Screenplay
Aldnptatlon and Best Costume De-
slgn.

ALTHOUGH THERE were many
faults in “The Mlsslon,” photography
was not one of them. That film's
beautiful and haunting images will
gamer the Best Cinematography Os-
car and Best Art Direction as well.

Best Original Score to Herble
Hancock fer “Round Midnight" a
flim that would win many mare sta-
tuettes If the competition weren't so
heavy this year. Best Origlnal Song
Is *Mean Green Mother . . . from
“Little Shop of Horrors.”

For Makeup, I'll bet on “The Fly.”
“Top Gun" gets my Sound Effects
Editing award, and I'll pass on Best
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© SGINGING STAR
Josh White Jr. has taken himself
off the road after 26 years and is

trojt Pistons vs. Indizoa basketball |
game Monday, March 18, in the.
Pontlac Sllverdome, w“é;hod an a ca» ]

at 8 pm.

Thursdays through April at the
lower level of the Red Cedars In
Southfteld, The slnger offers a mu-
sical tour of folk, blues and gospel,
ranging from classics learned from
bls famous father to hls own songs
of today, Cover charge i3 $6 per
person, Phil Marcus Esser per-
forms hia nlﬂ,htclub cabaret-style
ys throt)
April 3% upstaln at the Red
Cedars. Thero s no cover charge.
For reservations call 353-5170.

@ BENEFIT NIGHT

A benefit performanco of Neil
Slmon's “The Last of the Red Hot
Lovers,” sponsored by the Friends
of Oakland County Welfare Rights
Organization, will be given by the
Blrmingham Village Players at
7:30 p.m. Monday, March 23, at the
playhouse in Birmingham. Tickets
at $10 are available at the door or
by calling 646-3094 or 879-6080
anytime.

@ ‘ANTIGONE’ OPEN!ING

Jean Anoullh's play “Antigone”
contlaues through Aprit 4, at
Varner Studio Theatre at the Oak-
land University Center for the Arts
on campus in Rochester Hills, Per-

with the AMC Theatres will send you
to Hollywood for six nights. Their
rules are elsewhere In the paper.

I'm pot such an easy mark. My
contest is tougher, and my prize ia
much less — you have to plck 10
winners, four of which must be Best
Picture, Best Dircctor, Best Actor
and. Best Actress, My prize is lunch
for two at the Orchard Rldge Cam-
pus of Oakland Community College
in Farmiogton Hills. The college’s
Hotel and Restaurant Management
Program runs a superb, prize-win-
ning dinlng roam.

MAIL YOUR entries (postmarked
no later than Saturday, March 28,) to
me in care of the Observer & Ecoen-
tric, Entertalnment Department,
P.0. Box 3503, Birmingham 48012,

are at' 8 pm. Fridays-
Saturdays, March 27-28, and April
34, and 2 p.m. Sundays, March 22
and 29 and Saturday, April 4, The
modern version of Sophocles® story
was written in 1942, Area residents
in the cast include Jerry Hathget of
West Bloomfield as the Chorus and
Preston-Irvine of Rochester as the
Messenger. Tickets are $7 general
admission, $4 for senior citizens
and children under 12, and $3 for
OU students. For more information
call the Center for the Arts box off-
Ice at 370-3013.

@ GREEN FIELDS
Rochester songwriter Jeff La-
Duke nppenrs Wednesdays through
March at Four Green Fields in
Royal Oak. LaDuke enened the De-

gh @ COMEDY COMING |

pella Blesy
America. The game &J;ﬁed
up for live muom m.suum P
the PASS cable "'im'tm“m T
also has just compl work on & .}
muslc video for hls self-penned
song “Rebecea, Send Another Let: -
ter,"- & single set for release in the
spring.

“Come Blow Your Horn"” by Neti .
Simon will be presented by the
Troy Players lt 8 pm. I-‘rid.lyl:~

urdays, March 27-28 and Apd}:]
34 and 10-11, -l the ’rmy Commu- |
nity Ceoter. ‘admissiod -}
tlckeu are $5, Tickeu for senlor |
citizens and students (18 years and -l
under) are $4. For reservations ull-
878-1285.

® ‘JEWEL HEIST” - ';

Radlo station WMJC's mystery .|
night to solve the “Jewel Helst at |
the Stardust Ballroom" will be held -
from 7:30 pm. to 1 a.m. Saturday, -
March 28, at the Troy Hilton Hotel.”
Detroit Police Commander Gilbert |
Hill will host the evenlng, & beeflt
for HAVEN, the Oakland County
shelter for abused women and chil- '
dren. Invitations are available at.f
Sutton's Antiques & Vintage Cloth-
Ing in Pontlac, which is co-sponsor-
ing the event with the Troy Hilton, -
g;ot:)y calling WMJIC Radio at 393-

@ AT WILL-O-WAY

“Prisoner of Second Aveaue™ by
Nell Siman has been rescheduled to |
open at 8;30 p.m. Friday, April 3, at
Will-0-Way Repertory and Apprarr
tice Thaeatre In B er-;
formances will run F‘Hdnyt-samr--
days through May 2. Open house|:
and registration for adult and chu
dren's classes at the apprentice
theater arc slated for 2-6 p.m. Sat-. i
urday, May 9, and 7-9:30 p.m. Mon:}:
day-Tuesday, May 11-13, For more;].
information call 8444418, 4

In case of ties, tl will be
used, and the fudges’ decisfons are
{inal. Sharpen your pencil and enter
today — and enjoy the Oscars.
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The Michigan Lottery wllt move to a-
twice.weokly 6/44 Super Lotto game on
May 33 replacing the present 13
/40 Lotta game. The following provides;
bazsic information about tha game cha;

Q: Why ta the change belng made? - +
A: Since it intoduction In April of last;
yrar, Super Lotto has consiatenily mmu.
pe6ido Lotta gome when both had regu

ackpot amatinta, This change also i,
e contusion regarding dil’l’lm)h 4
dockpots for twa games
@ What have been the averaio 1.:1.;»«
shares
A Thmluh the :.-1 of Fvruany the et
s Super Latia nearly:
F T g o ek u.a
avernge 6/40 Lotto Jackpot l!'un. =

Q: What was the Iargest Indlvldull
Super Lotta priee?
A1 Through February, two players n:h
won 310 million prizes.

Qt Will twice-weekly Super l.ollq

create more large jsckpots?

s With longer odd o&l- In the game, s«;eg
rallovers. Con.

uquenuy. lwxcemkly dn\u ingw .)w..u
reault In more frequent large Jackpot
amounts.

Q: What have been the verago second
& e pru. ahares In the Enpu’
Lotto gume?

Az Asof March 1, the sverago Second

ahate was $2,682, while the mverage rmm
Prize ahare was about $30.

Q: Does the game chango mean I earl

o Tomper ol for a Dy yove with >

subscription?

At Ax » playee service, the Lottery haag

began a service for 26, 87 o 104 Supar
10 drawings. Subscribers (1 8740 Lotéd

Kove e e e for e portioni: ]

| @: Wit the mutdrew wagees sun g
offered for Super Lotta garmo?
A Yes. Phytnwhhlummyﬂgkmrw.r
o 10driwings atone e can dosaat e
Lottaretaiter. .

Qi Wil thers be & prize for ?

three winning Bupce Lotto numbers
As The Lattery is developing plana fors ]
ipeclal banus drawing for players whi
match threa numbers In Super Lotips
Detall willbe nnoured when placa
complete.

@ Hlas Super Latto hlped increase e
Lotteryy donalion Lo the etate schodt
ald fund?

N&lp{lﬂlﬂhlpﬁ“mkﬂoph!
by2a mmlnlhrmﬂm!.m
s provided & record $415 million to
Br.hool Al Fund. np-u-qummd

ing & question &
thla eolunnm Ann Dunn of l.lvnnl- -h
recelve 12 10 the newest nstafn

1€ you haw & mn«}l}

to: “Winners Circle® Mkhlnn Lottar}
PQ Box 30077, Lansing, M1 42909,




