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Plymouth Salem's Rick Taylor closod out his prep career with
o 35-polnt performance Friday night, but the Rocks lost to Ann
Arbor Plonoar in tho regional champlonship at EMU,

: {FC

Region title eludes Rocks:

By Chria McCosky
staff writer

one opportunities.
“No question, the free throws kllled us. We

Mike Hale's eyes were swimming in tears. He
tried to speak but the words refused to leave his
throat. Ris immense heart probably got In the
way.

Rick Taylor ware an angry expresslon on his
face as he walked out of the locker room. The last
thing he wanted to do was discuss the basketball
game with reporters. Yet, the first thing he had to
do was discuss the game with reporters.

Bob Brodle, the cver-calm Plymouth Salem
coach, remained ever-calm afterwards, He was
pmud of his players; they bad done all he bad

asked them to do. They bad achieved, in fact,
more than he had a right to expect.

Alas, Plymouth Salem did not win its first Class
A reglonal basketball champlonship since 1974. A
dead-eyed group from Ann Arber Ploncer carted
off the prize Friday night with a wild 83-74 victo-
ry before 2 large and rowdy crowd at Eastern
Michlgan Unlversity’s Bowen Fleld House.

THERE ARE two things you should know about
this game before we go any further; Ploncer shot
the basketball with uncanny profleiency and Sa-
lem missed free throws with uncanny deflclency.

Pioneer made 31 of 55 shots from the perimeter
(36 percent). The team hit nearly 60 percent in the
second half, Senlor Kelth Wade scored 32 polnts
on the night, making 11 of 18 shots from the floor
and 10 of 13 from the {ree throw line.

“We sald before the game that Ploaeer would
have to beat us from the outside,” Brodie said,
“They didn't beat us, they waxed us, It was just
unbelicveable how well they shot. It didn’t matter
what we dld to try to stop them, and bellwe me,
we tried everythlog.”

Now, about Salem’s problems at the free throw
lne. Tho Rocks could connect on just 13 of 32,
‘They missed slx eriticnl freo throws in the fourth

quarter. Two of those were front ends of onc-and- +

The big splash

State, champs propel 1987 select team

By CJ. Risak
statf wrltor

EST IN THE STATE.

That is a3 difficult a goal
to accomplish as any In
ris. By scason’s end,
only onc tcam In each class can lay
claim to the ttle, And in sports llke
swimming, at best only nine indlvid-
uals (oot including relays) can make

such a boast in Class A.

Thls year, two of these are from
Observerland, State champlons are
not common to this area; last year,
Plymouth Canton’s Andy Flowers
captured the dlving title, and in 1985
North Farmington's Brian Goins was
&' champlon in the 100-yard butter-
fly.

This year, two swimmers finlshed
{lrst [n thelr events, John Kovach of
Redlord Cathotic Central churned to
victory in the 100 freestyle and Mike
‘Tumey of North took top honors in
the 100 fly.

Fittingly, the two senfors led the
Obscrver’s all-arca boys swim team

made a great at them, had all kinds of oppor-
tunitles to close the gap, but the things we did
weren't effective because we couldn't hit tha free
throws,"” Brodle sald.

‘THERE WAS reason for Salem's misflrings and
it waso't that both hands were around its neck —
1! would be foolish to label the Rocks as choke

Con!.\der:

‘The Rocks were forced to play l:aldl -up basket-
ball fromi the second quarter to the flnal buzzer,
Taylor, Salem'’s sharpshooting 6-7 center, picked
up three fouls In the flrst six minutes of the game
and spent a ot of time alongs{de Brodie.

Ploncer led by six at halftime, by eight after
three quirters, With less than six minutes left in
the game, Pioneer led by 18, 64-51. A team with a
propeasily to choke would have dono so at that
point. Salem chose to come allve,

HALE PROVIDED the initial spark. He dived
to the floor to rescue a loose basketball and came
up xwinglng with Ploneer Corey Taylor. It was

's.third skirmish in three games at Bowen
Ficld House dating back to last year's reglonal
loss to Romulus. This one lit a fire bdneath the
Rocka,

Salem ran off & 15-7 spurt in tho next three
minutes to cut the lead to seven, 73-68 with 3:13
Ieft. In 50 dolng, the Rocks spent a huge amount of
energy and fatigue began to show,

In a six-sccond span, Salem malssed two free
throws and seven close-range shots. Finally, with
12‘o I‘ﬂl to play, Taylor banked one in to close the gap

ve.

That was Salem's last gup, however, Ploneer
scored two unanswered baskets, then hit four free
throws In the closirig seconds to secure the Win.

BRODIE TALKED afterward about the fren-

all-area swimming

1ha 200 {1:48.80) and 100 (48.5) froo
ovents. Bolh wore soaton bests, and
qualifiod him_for tho eloto moot. Vik
missod, by .07 of a socond, of placing In
1ho top 12 at statd In the 100 freo.

JOHN_JENSEN, Westluud John
@lonn, 200 Individual ley: Jon
©on, a sonlor, narowly qualitying
for tho champlonship hoat at state meot
wilh & prolim time of 1:68.88 (the slxth-
placo qualiier woni 1:58,52), a ssason’s
best In Obsarverland. Jenson finishod
oighth at state ln the 200 IM In 2:00.07,
Jenson was second 1o Tumey et the
WLAA meol In the (M and won tha 500
treoIn 4:51,67,

CHRIS MORASKY, Stevenson,
50 freestylo: This sanlor Spartan enjoy-
od a fabulous slate final, scoring Jn all
throo avents ha swam. Tha WLAA cham-
plon In the 50 froo, Morasky turned'in a

for 1987, Thelr stat: t heroles
weren't limited to one event aplece;
both also placed In the top six in the
200 free.

. Other Obscrver-area

bost 21.94 In tha
nals at slato to move up from 11ih ln
olghth. Morasky also finishod 12th In the
100 freo ot stato, recording a soason-best
48.38 In tho prolims,
“Ho's an

dld well, too, Three relays and three
other Individuals scored at the Class
A state finals, and Redford Thurs-
ton’s Dan Hayes took a third in the
100 fly at the Class B meet,

Livonia Stevenson coach Doug
Buckler was named the Observer's
coach of the year after gulding the
Spamm.l to a Western Lakes Activi-

tiea Assoclation champlonship and a
18-1 dual-mect record.

Now for the Dhscrvcr s top
swimmers, In order of event.

*STEVENSON, 200 medloy retay:
Joo Soundors, Stove Teormina, Chris
Morasky and Jeit Albert comblined to fin-
Ish olghth In tha state moot consotation
finals {1:40.60}. The Spartana splashed
10 0 senson-best 1:99.82 in the state prok-
Iminastos. Stavenson also finishod firat In
tha modiay rolay ai the WLAA champlon~
ship moot (1:41.44).

© JIM VLK, Farmington, 200 froo-
style: A sanior, Vik displayod his talent at
tho WLAA cmmplomn!ps winning both

swimmer,' sald
Bucidor, “Hoe had shoulder problems for
1htoa yoars and st swam, and did & great
ob. Without those pmblona. he prahnbly
would have  boen
ewimmors in the mla And | mm M lo
600 of the best swimmers in the state.”
MARK MILLER, Jonn Glenn, div-
Ing: Millor ratod as the 's bast divor,
scoring a s6as0n-hl 580 pointa. He
finished socond {to Wallod Lake Contral's
Bucky Smilh} In tho WLAA meet, scoring
390.30 pointe.

MIKE TUMEY, North Farmlng(an.
100 buttorfly:Tumey qualified second in
the sinlo pretims in 51.74, then shaved
1hat time to 51.11 to clalm the stats titie.
A tour-timo all-aren soloction, the
olso flnlshed second at the state moet in
the 200 fico (1:42.87). Tumey holds
WLAA rocords n the 200 (M, 200 froe
and 500 froe.

"Hemvorlonahamnmlnmh‘

four yoars,” said Norih coach Locsie Bal-
Onh. ""He's u': h:;l”dnl mm i've over

JOHN KOVACH, Redford Catho-
tic Central, 100 froestyio:Kovach's
stato-moat porfolrnnnoo slunned local
coaches. His plellm swim qualified the
sankor fifth In the 100 froe, putllng him In
an unfavorable outslde tane. But Kovach
beat the odds, going 48,51 to win tho
titie. He also placed fourth In the 200 tree
(1:43.43) ., Kovach owna team records In
ftvo evonts and lozgue marks In two.

His coach, De Lotls Yager, sounded
similar 1o Tumay's coach In desctibing her
phonom: “He's the hardest wotking
swimmer I'vo over had. He placed In the
top three places at stalo every yeor."

RON ORRIS, Plymouth Salem,
500 freestyle:Ocls qualified for state
moet In thres events, including the 500
frea with 2 mmbos 452.9 Orm

laoed second
500 {4:64.39) und wun tmrd in lne 200
IM {2:03.62}. Ho scored at state meol as
o momber of Salom's 400 free relay 1eam,
placed 11th. And boat of alt for
coach Chuck Olson, Orris Is just a frosh-

man.
“He's one of the top freshman [ 1he
state,” sald Ofson, “Ho's very varsatlie, n
nrolt compatiior with lendenmp capabill-
tlea. Tha future looks bdq t for Salam
swimming with Roa Orris."”

JOE SAUNDERS, Stevenson, 100
backstroke: Saundora was the out-
standing swimmer ol the WLAA champl-
onships, winnlng two Individual events In

: the backsiroka (55.14) and

00 fly (5223}, At state, the Junlor

Inood 12(h In the 100 back and was (hird

In the 100 fly {51.80). Saundors was un-

bdaten In dual moots In the backstroke
this saason.

""He's a geeat kid,” sald Olson, “'an ex-
copilonal athlole and a_hard-wocker, I'm
looku:a forwnrd to working with him next

STEVE TAORMINA, Stevenson,
100 breasistroke:This senior team
c?:m made "n lxlp to state mm
B ysars. Ha's
champlon In the 100 bmul (1:03.78),
Taormina also took third in 1he laague in
the 100 fy (64.92} and scored ni stato

coachod, H ldl-moll-
vailon ihat makos & groal swimmer.”'

“0d. T

Y.

"He ks & trus champlon ewimmer," ssld
Buckler of Taormina. "I'm going fo misa
him n fot. Stove Ia one roason swimming
has gotten battor at Stevonson.”

CATHOLIC CENTRAL, 400 froo-
atyie relay:Jon Teal, Matt Hopbum, Dan
Cetnar and John Kavach teamed to finish
fourlh at the state meet in & season-bost
3:1444. The Shamrocks wera aiso Cath

Loogus champions I the 400 froa re-

Kovach's oxploits are wed-documont-
‘oal, & junior, was the koague champ
In the B0 {224) and 100 freostyle
(4&5) Hepburn, also a Junkor, was third

mlﬂlhl 100 froe {48.7) and
back (68.8). Catnar, & senior, g
mrouls!alnlhesorrw (22 5) and

Jn poroonai-best 51.0 ln the 100,

avon though ho didn't swim competltively
untll his sophomore year ai CC.

DAN HAYES, Redford Thurston,
ot-large:Hoyes, a knlor,ransforred In to
Thurston 1his year from Plitsburgh, Pa. He
mado his Impact Immediately on the En-
glos’ swim program, eaming Most Vaks-
able Porformer honors and satting Tri-Riv-
or Loague records while winning the 100
fiy and 200 fro0. Mo finished 1hird In tho
Class B stato meet In tho 100 fty (62.88),

BRUCE GOINS, North Farming-
ton, at-large: Golna, a Junlox, lod off the

Raldors' 400 free relay ot stato most with
o 50,3, That was just one of
contribulions during the soason.
placed third In the 50 free (22.93) nnd
fourthin tha 100 fly (55.67) a1 tho WLAA
meot, and swam the 100 back throughout
1he season for North.

ANDY JACOBS, Cathollc Central,
at-largo:Shamrock coach De Lords
‘Yager callod Jacobs “the most underatod
swimmer I 1ho area. Ho cwims all strokes
woll ond s only a 10th grader,” Jacobs'
bost timas wero [n the. 200 IM (2:03.0)
and the 100 fly {65.7).

PHIL BOCKETTI, Plymouth Sa-
tern, al~lurge II wu a valuable

49.3 spiit on Salom’s 400 froo relay at
state meet, which finishod 11th (3:18.0).
Ha aiso swam a leg o4 the recoed-satiing

veluy (1:42.05), which
placed soc WLAA meet. Bock-
olt was !Illhln! WLAA In both the 200
free (1:51.38) and 100 fy {58.27).

DON HARWOOD, Salem, at-
large: The good news for Sale
nenats b that , o senlor co-cap-
tain, I the last of four brothers. Harwood
has excolled for 1he Rocks, finishing soc~
ond In the 100 back {67.44) and Bw|m‘
ming on 1he 400 free relay team thal
firat in \he WLAA (3:22.27) and l!lh n!
atate (3:19.0). Harwood elso swam the
200M (2:08.2).

JOHN IRVINE, Salem, at-jlarge:A
Jurior, Irvine also ewem on tho WLAA
champlon 400 freo rolay team for Snlam,
[and went 48.5 In his Jag at slate moat.

fem coach Chuck Otson to call him “the

toam's most kmprovad swimmer." Indsed,

Irvine slashed nine sacoads from his 100

treo time and 16 from his 200 froo thia
ason.

Farmington: Brsd Mooro, X
Havkios, G.T Mokt North Farmingto: Jor
Qreonstoln, Andy Feetz, Glove Tumey, Loo
Pymouth Gulem: Kevin Tunkh,
Kevia Kolackl, Jeft Musson, Dave hiller, Geoff
Tayior, Jon Hobgood, John Kim, Mke Ha
Piymouth Canton: Dean Robarts, Bryos Andec-
scn, B Fichte, Kaith Corey, Jim Walker, Bodtt

Joe Saunders
Stevenson

zed fourth quarter and about the {atigue It
brought hls players,

“Early on, the tempo of the game was slow And
1 thought that was to our advantage,” he said,
“But a8 the game wore on, and we had to play
catch-up-with them, we were forced to up the
tempo. We are not a good pressing tcam. We
made our run but the fatigue factor did set in. We
are not in poor shape but our big guys certalnly
had to play a full game today,”

Pioneer coach Harry Hayward sald, “Qur last
three games have been frenzled. This wasno’t any-
thing new to us. We did throw the ball away one
too many limes. We weren’t as under control a3
we should have been. But we prevalled through It
all, Hey, tournament games are never casy to

This was Planecrs' first reglonal tournament
wia in 14 yea:

Suppllmentlng Wade's 32 polnts for Ploneer
were Donald Vaon with 17 polnts and George
Freeman with 14. Pioneer, 15-8, will play Battlo
Creek Central Wednesday [n Chnrlme in a Closs
A quarterfinal game.

DWARFED BY Salem’s defeat was a 35-palnt,
cight-rebound performance by Rlck Taylor ln Just
21 minutes of work. At onc point, Taylor had
made 18 consecutive shots from the perimeter
(11-for-11 Wednesday night and hls first five Fri-
day). His two-game oulput was 59 polnts and 17
rebounds. Nice way to cap a prep carcer.

Same for Hale. After scoring 26 points Wednes-
day, he tallied 23 Friday.

‘Tho Rocks finish with a 22-3 record, something
to marvel at consldering this same group of play-
ers, minus Taylor, accumulated 500 records the
past two scasons.

“The first thing I told the kids was, ‘You can’t
mcasure the success of the war by one battle,”
Brodle sald, “This was a great-season for us,

These guys have staved together for three years,
They deserved the success Lucy had this year."”

Chris Morasky
Stevenson

Mark Miller

* John Glean




